Dissertation Report
The central thesis of this dissertation will highlight research into the evolution of women’s rights by comparing British and American Women’s movements from the 17th to 19th centuries, focusing on how social class affected education labour and voting rights. This dissertation will highlight women lived experiences and their roles in activism, as well as their fight for change. Moreover, research will explore key figures further such as Mary Wollstonecraft, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Jane Addams, and Anne Knight.

Research Questions 
This dissertation will focus on five questions:
1. How did American and British women implement change and what role did they play in implementing change?

2. What working conditions did women have to adhere to based on their social class? 
3. What role did women play in peace movements?
4. What were women’s educational opportunities based on their social class and financial status?
5. What were the significant milestones and strategies in the fight for women’s suffrage in both countries and what were the outcomes?

Proposed Outline
This dissertation is based on a review of existing literature from the 17th to 19th centuries, focusing on American and British women’s rights and peace movements. These countries were chosen due to their influence on early women’s rights movements, and the period shows developments in education, labour, and voting, showing how change was implemented. 





Chapter 1: Education and Social Class
 American Women
British Women 
This chapter will explore how access to education varied across social classes in Britain and America. Moreover, this chapter will include key thinkers such as Mary Wollstonecraft and Millicent Fawcett. In addition, education options will be discussed in both countries during this period, as well as the question if religion influenced education. 

Chapter 2: Labour and working conditions.
 American women
 British women 
This chapter will investigate the roles of women in Britain and America and the impact of social class within the work environment, as well as both countries involvement in peace movements and reform movements. 

Chapter 3: The Fight for Voting Rights.
 American women 
British women 
This chapter will explore movements in both countries for women focusing on changes, milestones, and key activists, as well as any changes implemented. 





Chapter 4: Outcomes
 American women
British women
This Chapter will investigate the overall outcomes for women after years of suffrage and see if the fight was worth it. Looking into what changes were made, seeing if both countries influenced each other. 
Key Existing Scholarship 
Various significant figures have helped to support my research such as Mary Wollstonecraft, her work, A Vindication of the Rights of Women, offers raw but graceful arguments regarding women’s educational struggles and challenges, gender equality as well as challenging other thinkers’ views as well as highlighting her own views on women’s rights.[footnoteRef:1] Wollstonecraft also shares various views and thoughts on how men treated women during this period. Moreover, Millicent Fawcett’s Women’s Suffrage shows an interesting, detailed account of British activism which includes women’s groups and organisations highlighting the importance of these groups and their key roles.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (Dunstable: Classics Press, 2021). ]  [2: 
 Millicent Garrett Fawcett, Women’s Suffrage: A Short History of a Great Movement (London: T. Fisher Unwin, 1912), pp. 1–108.] 

Anne M. Boylan’s article on the period ‘Before Seneca Falls’ shows wide information on legal challenges faced by American women.[footnoteRef:3] Additionally, Edward Raymond Turner’s The Women’s Suffrage Movement in England shows various political challenges and parliamentary affairs during the 17th century, delving into women’s voting rights and timelines, changes implemented from how women were not allowed to have any involvement in parliamentary affairs as well as changes implemented for them to be able to vote.[footnoteRef:4]  [3: 
 Anne M. Boylan. ‘Women and Politics in the Era before Seneca Falls.’ Journal of the Early Republic, 10.3, (1990), 366 <https://doi.org/10.2307/3123393>  ]  [4: 
 Edward Raymond Turner, ‘The Women’s Suffrage Movement in England’ The American Political Science Review, 7.4 (1913), 588–609. ] 

In addition to the sources previously explored, I intend to add works from Mary Astell, A.R Humphreys, Christina de Ballaigue, and Barbara Caine. Further reading will include works by   Alice Clark, John Hendry, Angela G. Ray, and Virginia Scharff. Moreover Vetter, Stanton, and Mott express Stanton’s role as the leader of the women’s rights movement in America. Stanton fought to end slavery and challenged the norms for women to be able to vote.[footnoteRef:5] These sources I have picked out of the dissertation have helped me to gain a broader understanding of the challenges, suffering and harsh realities women were adhered to, and why these movements were implemented. [5:  Lisa Pace Vetter, ‘Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott: Radical ‘co-Adjutors’ in the American Women’s Rights Movement,’ British Journal for the History of Philosophy, 29.2 (2021), p. 244. <https://doi:10.1080/09608788.2020.1864281>. 


] 

Progress so Far
My topic is an extraordinarily complex but a broad one. I feel it would be very easy to get lost within this topic as it doesn’t just stop at the four main chapters, it is a very interesting topic which has introduced debates and questions for centuries and aspects of this topic are still challenged today. I have focused my reading and research into the subject of strong women activists, to compare thoughts and differences made by many thinkers. During my first supervision I sent my supervisor a brief plan to gain a sense of direction. My supervisor suggested that I should narrow my research down to three main chapters and to add a fourth chapter on outcomes.
The feedback has helped me to narrow down my topic and key chapters, so I can include the key points and research needed that would be relevant to the overall discussion. Since this meeting I have furthered my research into more key activists, so I am now able to start comparing and structuring my layout for the overall dissertation. This has enabled me to think clearly about my focus and my next steps going forward. 
Reflection on Research
Moving forward I will expand my research by looking at the motivations for these changes using academic sources as well as library and Journal sources, looking into the reasons that women fought so hard for freedom and to be heard. Furthermore, I would like to compare the past with the present. Asking whether women are still fighting today for freedom or if past activists really made a change. Further research will help me to understand and see how far society has come, whilst comparing past movements with modern movements, I am to answer whether their efforts for implementing change has created a long-lasting settlement of equality. 




























Appendix 1- Project Plan 

	Phase 
	Start Date
	End Date
	Details

	Proposal and Planning 
	October 1st
	November 1st
	Finalized research questions, gathered information. 

	Literature Review
	November 1st
	December 20th 
	Focus on key thinkers.

	Chapter 1
	December 21st 
	January 20th 
	Education and social class, UK and US, gain feedback from supervisor.

	Chapter 2 
	January 21st 
	February 20th 
	Labour, working conditions, peace movements, gain feedback from supervisor.

	Chapter 3
	February 21st 
	March 20th 
	Voting rights and activism, gain feedback from supervisor. 

	Chapter 4 
	March 21st
	April 20th 
	Outcomes and long-term impact, gain feedback from supervisor. 

	Feedback and edits 
	April 20th 
	April 25th 
	Supervisor feedback after a meeting. 

	Final proof reading 
	April 25th 
	April 30th 
	Language, citations, and format, gain feedback from supervisor. 

	Final submission 
	May 1st 
	May 7th 
	Prepare and hand in final. 


















Appendix 2- Bibliography
1. Boylan, Anne M., ‘Women and Politics in the Era before Seneca Falls.’ Journal of the Early Republic, vol. 10.3, (1990), p. 366 JSTOR, https://doi.org/10.2307/3123393  
2. Caine, Barbara, Victorian Feminists, 1st edn (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992) <https://doi:10.1093/acprof:oso/9780198204336.001.0001> 
3. Clark, Alice, Working Life of Women in the Seventeenth Century (Project Gutenberg, 2004)<https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/permalink/44WHELF_UWTSD/1ir6fgh/cdi_gutenberg_primary_67936>
4. De Bellaigue, Christina, Educating Women: Schooling and Identity in England and France, 1800-1867 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007)

5. Fawcett, Millicent Garrett, Women’s Suffrage: A Short History of a Great Movement (London: T. Fisher Unwin, 1912), pp. 1–108.

6. Hendry, J., Emily Davies, and the mid-Victorian women’s movement. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2024) <https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780198910237.001.0001> 

7. Humphreys, A. R., ‘The Rights of Woman’ in the Age of Reason’, The Modern Language Review, 41.3 (1946), 259–69 <https://www.jstor.org/stable/3717059> [accessed 15 November 2025]
8. Kinnaird, Joan K., ‘Mary Astell and the Conservative Contribution to English Feminism’, Journal of British Studies, 19.1 (1979), 53–75 <https://www.jstor.org/stable/175682> [accessed 15 November 2025]

9. Ray, A. G., ‘The Rhetorical Ritual of Citizenship: Women’s Voting as Public Performance, 1868-1875’, The Quarterly Journal of Speech, 93.1 (2007), 1–26. <https://doi.org/10.1080/00335630701326845> 

10. Scharff, Virginia,  ‘Race, Gender, and Empire: The Strange Career of Women’s Voting Rights in Wyoming’, Transatlantica, 1 (2022), <https://librarysearch.uwtsd.ac.uk/permalink/44WHELF_UWTSD/1ir6fgh/cdi_doaj_primary_oai_doaj_org_article_215d1e00d6de4529a60d8915456b18de> 


11. Turner, Edward Raymond, ‘The Women’s Suffrage Movement in England’ The American Political Science Review, 7.4 (1913), 588–609

12. Vetter, Lisa Pace, ‘Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott: Radical ‘co-Adjutors’ in the American Women’s Rights Movement,’ British Journal for the History of Philosophy, 29.2 (2021), 244–258 <https://doi:10.1080/09608788.2020.1864281>  

13. Wollstonecraft, Mary, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (Dunstable: Classics Press, 2021). 
















