Defoe and Government (Robinson Crusoe):

‘In order to understand Defoe’s purpose, we must regard the Surprising Adventures and the Farther Adventures of Robinson Crusoe as a single work concerned with the political evolution of society in the state of nature and keep in mind Defoe’s love of paradox and his changing plan. Even Crusoe is not unaware of the humor inherent in his pretensions to being the “Emperor” of a small Caribbean island. And as Defoe gradually transformed his work into an exposition of some of his favorite political theories, he changed Crusoe’s pretensions from those of an absolute to those of a patriarchal monarch, removed him from the island, and showed how society evolved from anarchy to what he regarded as the ideal government – a more or less democratic state with most of the power in the hands of the able and diligent.’
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