Portfolio of 3 elements in Wales
 Relationship between the Police and Welsh Communities during the 1984 miners' strike.
Due to policies that had be announced by the Thatcher Government at the time the relationship between the Police and Welsh communities had been strained due to the tension and anger towards the Government when it was announced that some Welsh mines would be shut down and people would lose their jobs. 
According to the National coal mining museum (no date) police had been instructed to ensure that miners that were continuing to work were able to able to go down to the mines without being stopped by the picket lines of protesters. Police were instructed to stop protesters going close to the mines by using roadblocks and other methods, police would be using riot gear, such as shields and batons to handle the protesters. Police were brought in from other cities and towns which led to a lack of understanding and tensions to rise that led to confrontations between the people and the police making confrontations between the two volatile and riots that took place would sometimes lead to injuries on both sides, this is according to the Peoples history museum (2024). 
Some of these protests were not violent according to some, most of these protests were peaceful and were merely “good natured pushing and shoving” were fairly “jovial”  between protesters and police but the media could make it look like there was fighting in the streets which caused more tension in the communities because of the common misunderstandings, according to the Museum of Wales (no date).Some of the miners had decided to keep working, the police had been instructed to ensure they were able to enter the pits without being stopped by protesters at the picket lines which were miners from other cities trying to persuade the workers from joining the strike instead of working. So, the ‘fighting’ between the protesters and the police would have been the ‘good natured pushing and shoving’ that the media had dramatized as stated by the Museum of Wales (no date).
The most know violent protest in Wales was at the Celynen south Collery in Abercarn, according to the Northern Mine Research Society (no date) this protest was one of the most violent ones in Wales, around five hundred protesters faced two hundred Police with riot shields, batons and dogs. It had taken four hours for police to control the protesters and force them away from the pit.
This shows that the relationship between the police and Welsh communities were impacted both negatively and positively. Due to picket lines being mostly peaceful meant that there wasn’t any tension between the two but there were instances where police would abuse their powers to control the crowds, but how the media depicted the protests where what really impacted how police were seen by the public. Showing the good-natured pushing and shoving to be violent attacks from both sides changed the way that police were seen by the public.
Key priorities of the police force
[bookmark: _Int_HbjCa0pd]There are four police forces in Wales and each of them have their own priorities for their own areas, but they also have priorities that are similar to each other. Some forces use the national priorities as a baseline for their own plans, or they create their plans based of the public's opinions on what needs to be changed or taken care off. These police forces base their priorities of the code of ethics ensuring that all decisions made are in the best interest of both the public and police forces.
Gwent Police
Gwent police (no date) have a plan with multiple areas where they want to change or improve upon, some of these priorities include Preventing crime and anti-social behaviour, making communities safer, protecting the vulnerable, putting victims first and reducing reoffending. 
Gwent police want to try to increase their focus on crime prevention to ensure that communities are safe, which includes having police presence being more visible in communities to try and deter people from committing crime. They plan to increase communication to the public so that they understand the consequences that they could face if they continue or start a life of crime. But they also want to understand the causes of crime and for what reasons it is committed in different areas. Funding to local projects that would intervene or divert people from committing crimes, these target resources in the right areas where they would be most effective in deterring people from crime.
Putting victims first ensures that they get the outcome that they deserve for the crimes which had been committed against them. Ensuring that victims voices are heard throughout police training, policies and strategies that would improve how they are treated by police. They also want to change how the justice system treats victims by working with partners to work on a system that supports victims and witnesses.
Dyfed-powes Police
Dyfed-Powes police (no date) have similar priorities to Gwent Police about supporting victims and ensuring community safety. Dyfed-powes has one of the highest rates of victims withdrawing from the justice process at 37.3%, so they plan to improve how safe victims feel when they have reported these crimes and ensuring that they meet the standards that are put in place to protect victims. They also want to work with schools to ensure that young people will understand violence against women and girls so that they will feel safer is reporting incidents and work with partners to ensure that young people will have the support that they need if they fall victim to crime they plan to work with more partners to ensure that issues within communities are understood and seeing that working together with partners would support the communities to make them safer. 
South Wales Police
South Wales police commissioner (2024) have six main priorities, visible, connected and community focused policing, crime prevention and reduction, protecting vulnerable people online and offline, reducing reoffending and delivering justice for victims and ensuring policing is fit for the future, this is through the South Wales police, crime and justice plan 2025-29. 
[bookmark: _Int_5w12q7Vw]There is also the South Wales Police and crime plan 2023-2027 from south Wales Police (2023), these priorities are similar to the 2025-29 plan but there are differences. This plan included tackling the root causes of crime, protecting communities and understanding the causes of crime in those areas, work with Partners to make the justice system as safe and fair as it can be, making police presence more visible and police major events and ensuring  that the policing budget is spent in a way that provides the best policing possible. 
An example of how this plan would be beneficial is that because reoffending rates are high, and this plan shows that they want the justice system to focus on deterring people from committing crimes and ways that offenders will not reoffend once they leave jail. So, giving people support both outside and inside of the justice system would be a benefit for communities. 
North Wales Police
North Wales police (2023) have three priorities instead of six like the others. Their priorities are: Being visible to and engaging with communities, focusing on the basics of fighting, reducing and preventing crime and providing an excellent service to victims.  whilst these are their priorities, they have focus's that are people, partnerships, prevention, continuous improvement and value for money. They are hopping that by following this plan they will increase trust and confidence towards them within their communities, provide excellent service to people and make sure that they are fit for the future. These priorities balance a full range of operational activity that will support the delivery of the police and crime plan. 
Is there a need for one Police force in Wales?
In 2022 the Welsh Government published Delivering Justice for Wales which reiterated their points as to why Wales should have its own criminal justice system that gives the Welsh Government power over probation, Policing and youth justice. Valsamids (2021) states that Wales has control over small aspects of the justice system, but Wales is being “let down” by not having complete control over the system, report mentioned that the amount of funding that the Welsh Government gets from Parliament was not enough to make any major changes to the system. Webster (2014) states that the Robinson repot that was conducted found three structures of a plan that could work in the future, first is locally negotiated mergers and agreements which would mean that police forces would group together to share information and supporting others. Second, regionalisation which is ten forces merging and becoming one. Finally, is a national police force for England and Wales together instead of Police force England and Police force Wales.
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