SPELLING WORKSHOP 

Introduction:


Misspellings upset people far more than you might expect!


‘Favoured’ children tended to spell without difficulty. less favoured could also learn provided given good teaching.


If you ask children to explain words you risk damaging their self image.


It is a dubious idea to give spelling tests. Far better to test whether children can use words when writing.


Ability to spell is determined by the pre-school environment.


Two crucial factors to bear in mind:

•
If you can’t spell by the age of 8 - won’t spell naturally. Is spelling caught or taught? Some children have to be taught how to catch it.

•
Good spellers need to be kept alive in the nature of language:


Martin - smarties Mars Bars.


Joanna -Anna in me


Timothy collects moths.


Good handwriting is essential in the development of a competent speller.


Reading skill isn’t a guarantee into the world of spelling.


We are often involved in reading for meaning i.e not consciously looking at all the elements - the internal structures - 


My fr - - nd is ---.


A child who is an early reader is in danger of picking up bad spelling. He/she may write ‘wos’ (already reading for meaning. 


It is important to give them the opportunity to see how words are made up.

Dictation:


Outside a cemetery an embarrassed peddler liased with a harassed cobbler who was gauging the symmetry of a young lady’s ankle with unparalleled ecstasy. Occasionally others benefited by doing likewise.


How did you estimate?


Probability of certain letters going together - when a child knows this they’ve cracked the code.

The stages of spelling:

1. Pre-communicative 

The child knows that writing is different from drawing.

Most children know writing goes left to right this is a cultural decision.

Usually squiggles - these don’t represent units of sound.

2.
Pre phonetic or semi-phonetic

L K d m d - look at my dog

First letter of the word - no vowels - predominantly consonants.

Most in capital letters (Physically easier to write in capitals.)

3.
Phonetic 

Child uses a letter or cluster of letters to represent a unit of sound.

‘b r d “ - bird

‘ p l e s ‘ please

wot, wos, becos, sed, thay , sorser.

4
Transitional stage 

Children use visual referencing techniques to become good spellers.s

5
Standard

Child knows larger vocabulary and a greater incidence of 2/3 syllable words

How can we help?

Teach children groups of words which look the same irrespective of their sound

Use the names of letters rather than sounds. The moment children have names of letters you can describe words.

In reception build up word banks.

How can we help the 9 yr. old child who spells ‘fruit’ as ‘froot’?

Introduce the following spelling activity:

Fruit:

Uit

suit

Innuit

biscuit

guitar

quite

quit

suitability

paragraph

parachute

parade

separate

What is the nature of the misspelling?

sed phonetic

siad - transitional

whent ‘ent’ word

went

entertain

bent

enter

centre

Use of personal dictionaries encouraged

Look Cover Write and Check

If the spelling is incorrect - process repeated.

What should the Key Stage 2 child know about spelling?

- acquire correct letter formation skills

- knowledge regarding sound/symbol correspondence in print

- letters represent more than one sound

- awareness of common letter sequences

- able to spell high frequency words.

At KS3

- spelling related to a topic may be written on the board/wall chart.

- words grouped in families according to their visual structure aids memory.

- Mnemonics - Pretty Betty

- I saw my friend on Friday

- Homophones - same sound different meaning Pair/pear.

Homophones depend on the context for spelling

The girls eat a pear and a peach

Aim to give pupils confidence in themselves!


Practical activity:


Design a game or  worksheet which might be used to encourage spelling and an interest in words. (It need not be original) Give and outline of the age, ability, purpose and context. Present the finished product to fellow students next session.


Spelling: Suggested reading:

The Teaching of Spelling - Margaret Peters (1993) in Roger Beard (ed) Teaching Literacy : Balancing Perspectives, Sevenoaks, Kent; Hodder and Stoughton.

Spelling: Caught or Taught  - Margaret Peters (A New Look) London: Routledge and Kegan Paul.

Effective Spelling - A Practical Guide for Teachers - Norma Mudd, Hodder and Stoughton, 1994.

Teaching Literacy, Balancing Perspectives - Roger Beard, Hodder and Stoughton, 1993.

Spelling - Diana Bentley and Sylvia Karavis, Bright Ideas, Scholastic, 1987.

Punctuation and Grammar:

Basic Punctuation - Don Schiach, John Murray, 1995.

Basic Grammar - Don Schiach, John Murray, 1995.

Introducing Grammar - Edward Woods, Penguin Books, 1995.

