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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

To start with I will describe the incident that I have attended, to be complaint with data protection some information will be made ambiguous to the worker of this workbook.

This workbook essay is going to describe an incident that I have attended during my policing career involving a vulnerable victim who has become a repeat victim. I will critically evaluate different approaches that are used by the police and partner agencies to support and manage the vulnerable and those at risk. The essay will also include what works in relation to tackling repat victimisation and offending. 

I will start by briefly describing the policing incident that I attended, the incident is of a domestic nature. The incident involved a female and male who are in an intimate relationship with three children and the female was in her first trimester of her pregnancy with the male’s child. The couple was not known to police, and this was the first I have dealt with this couple. The 999 calls came from a third-party reporting that her neighbour was smashing up a vehicle in the street. When I arrived, the male was attempting to fight two officers because he had been arrested for criminal damage and assault police. At this time officers had truly little information on the circumstances.

I went inside the address to speak with the female to try and establish what had happened and explained why we were called. The female was anti police and was refusing to engage and give me extraordinarily little information. Prior to going into the address, I made sure that my body worn video (BWV) was recording for evidential purposes for example, if the victim or report persons wish to give a first account but refuses to support police action and give an official statement. The National Chiefs Police Council (2023) states that users of BWV should activate their camera prior to arriving at an incident to allow the BWV to capture the gathering of information and provides context that can be used to assist police investigations.

The female was more concerned about her partner who was outside the address, I therefore asked for the two officers to leave as soon as practicable to convey the male to police custody to see if the female would engage with me further so officers can understand the nature of the call because it was clear that it was a domestic related incident. 

The definition of domestic abuse is
“Person ‘A’ & Person ‘B’ are each aged 16 or over and are personally connected to each other and the behaviour is abusive”
(Legislation Gov, 2021).

I remained with the female along with another female colleague as the female requested to speak with female officers because she felt more comfortable. This is quite common in policing where the victim or the offender wishes to speak to an officer of the same gender. 

I tried from the start to build a rapport with the female because primarily I wanted to make sure she was ok and safe, but to perform my duties to establish the full circumstances. The College of Policing (2020) conducted research finding that building a rapport has been shown to be an important tway to improve the accuracy and amount of information given by victims it also helps in achieving the best evidence. 

Despite there being two female officers, the female felt more comfortable speaking to myself alone and I asked the other officer to leave because I wanted the female to feel comfortable speaking to me and to trust me. At this point, I had been there a short while and we still had truly little information about the female, offender, background of the relationship and the incident to why police were called so I was doing all I could to maintain my rapport and get as much information and detail as I could. 

The female told to me that she has been in a relationship with the offender for less than one year and there has been numerous assaults and she disclosed behaviours from the offender which contributed to controlling and coercive behaviour. In conversation I later found out the I notified my colleagues of further offences, and the male was further arrested at custody for the offences to be dealt with. 

After I had gathered enough information, I explained that her partner is going to be taken to custody for an interview and give her explained the custody and the police investigation progress. I had built a good rapport with the victim, but I had to ask the question if she were willing to provide police with an official statement and ask the daunting question if she would attend court if needed. I could tell by the look on her face that the answer was going to be no. The female was straight to the point and said she would never attend court because the thought of it petrifies her.

I sat her down and told her to let me explain what the police and courts can do to help. I told the female there is support in place for supporting vulnerable people through the justice system. The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) have identified that witnesses experience fear along with other negative feelings during a police investigation and attending court to give evidence. (Crown Prosecution Service, 2023). It is vital for the evidence given is at a top standard and having stress can affect of quality of the evidence. Therefore, the Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999 introduced a range of measures that can be used to facilitate giving evidence (CPS, 2023). 

I explained to the female that she would be eligible for special measures, but I was honest with her and said that it is the court’s decision whether they are granted, the police only put the application in.

Examples of special measures are:
· Live links – This is where a witness can give their evidence via a video link, and it will be played in court.
· Screens – When the witness is given their evidence there will be a screen obstructing their view from the offender.
· Allowing the witness to give their evidence in a private room from outside of the court.


The victim felt more comfortable in given a statement and thanked me for explaining the process to try and make her feel more comfortable in hope she would support police action. Unfortunately, the female made her decision not to give a statement on the basis that she loves her partner and will wait for him. I told the victim that she can contact police and make reports to us at any time. I just wanted to make sure that the victim understood that the criminal justice system will support her fully throughout the investigation.

The incident was domestic in nature therefore an officer must ask the victim if they are willing to go though a Domestic Abuse Stalking and Harassment (DASH) questionnaire, for officers to gain additional information about the relationship and it can help officers in assessing the level of risk of abuse. Officers can ask the victim if they want to give their consent for the information to be shared with partner agencies to get additional support for example, working with an independent domestic violence adviser is commonly known as an ‘IDVA’. The female refused to complete the DASH questionnaire with me but did give her consent for me to share her information so she can receive support in the future. 

 The DASH is a part of the Public Protection Notice (PPN) and has a section about children belonging to the subject of the DASH, all three children and the unborn baby was included in the PPN, and social services were made aware of the incident. I was open and honest with the female that social services are going to be made aware of this incident and any concerns that I have will be raised.

In relation to the police tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending there are options that police can consider. A repeat victim is defined by Surrey Police (2022) as 

“A victim who has been subjected to the same or similar offence two or more times within twelve months”.

The one exhausted option to prevent repeat offending and victimisation is to put bail conditions in place to protect both parties involved. For example, in a domestic related incident, having bail conditions to not contact one another or attend each other’s home address. This is an effective method because it is an arrestable offence for breaching police bail. What is also an option for police officers if both parties live at the same address and the outcome for the investigation at custody was no further action (NFA) a Domestic Violence Protection Notices (DVPNs). A DVPN is an emergency non – molestation and eviction notice that is issued by police at a domestic incident. The police put the application to the magistrates for a Domestic Violence Protection Order and if it is issued it prevents the perpetrator from returning to a residence and contacting the victim. In simple terms it is a degree of breathing space to consider their options and to seek support (Gov, 2022).  In cases I have dealt with, DVPO’s are effective because the likelihood of someone providing an official statement to police against their partner is low because the relationship comes back together following the incident. In 2023, 889,918 domestic abuse crimes were recorded in England and Wales, but only 69,314 cases were submitted to the CPS for a charging decision (Office for National Statistics, 2023). This is because of a non supportive victim and little evidential value the case will not be submitted to the CPS and will be NFA at custody. This is where DVPO’s are effective because it is a breathing period for all parties involved despite being the investigation being NFA.

In the incidents of anti – social behaviour (ASB) it is easy to become a repeat victim of ASB because youths tend to gather in the same asb hotspots in the local areas.
The College of Policing (2021) suggest that targeting the locations where asb or crime is taking place all attention will be focused on repeat offenders. Therefore, with police presence in the area it is unlikely that offenders are not going to offend so this is a simple measure to prevent offenders committing offences. 

Target repeat victimisations provides a means of allocating crime prevention measures and resources effectively. Measures that can be used as include: 
· Neighbour Hood Watch - This is where neighbours within the local community come together to take action to reduce crime.
· Target Hardening – This is a referral from police directly that helps victims increase the security of their houses. For example, CCTV being installed, ring doors, window, and door security alarms.

Having these measure in place can actively prevent re-offending and prevent victimisation because the offender will be aware of CCTV and having police presence in the area. This will have a double effect as the offender will not be likely to offend and the victim will not be targeted to ASB. 

It is said that the main reason that individuals commit crime is due to their childhood background, it is important that parents or guardians instruct the child right from wrong. For example, if a child has been neglected or abused throughout their childhood it is going to have an impact in their adult life. According to the National Institute of Justice (2017) child abuse and neglect have been shown to increase the risk of later forms of anti-social behaviour including violence perpetration and crime in adult hood. This is why if police officers attend calls where children live at the address for a PPN to be submitted so social services are aware of the incident and the risk it poses to any child.

Overall, I think having different approaches by multi partner agencies and the police is effective, but the difficulty is having the victims engage with the support that is available for them and by not engaging they are potentially putting themselves at more risk. In relation to tackling repeat victimisation and offending I think the most effective measure is police presence in the area, but I think everyone knows how uncommon it now is to see a police officer on walking the beat and how minimum officers there are working force wide along with the call demand this effective measure is just not reality in policing unfortunately. 

Word Count: 2087.











 
 





Task 2




Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:
To start with I will describe the incident that I have attended, to be complaint with data protection some information will be made ambiguous to the worker of this workbook.

This workbook essay is going to describe an incident that I have attended during my policing career involving a domestic abuse incident that was complex in nature. Throughout the essay I will critically assess the challenges associated with domestic abuse incidents and explain what strategies is are used for to ensure they are effective for the challenging situation. 


The definition of domestic abuse is
“Person ‘A’ and Person ‘B’ are each agreed 16 or over and are personally connected to each other and the behaviour is abusive”
(Legislation Gov, 2021)

However, it is important to note that the definition of domestic abuse includes a range of relationship within the family context, so it can be between intimate or non-intimate relationships. With regards to non-intimate relations these include:
Mother, Father, Daughter, Son, Brother, Sister, Grandparents, In-laws, and Stepfamily (College of Policing, 2021). Recently the CPS introduced in 2022 that children affected by domestic abuse will automatically be treated as victims regardless of whether they were present during the domestic incident (CPS, 2022). This gives a clear understanding of the family dynamic and how it they function as a family; this can impact how they may respond to the criminal justice process. 

The incident I attended was an emergency graded call from a third-party reporting that her friend has been attacked by her ex-partner, but she was too frightened to call police. On arrival to the home address the victim and her friend was present, the first thing I observed was the injuries on the victim’s face were significant. The victim was hysterically calling and unable to control her breathing. I wanted to give her some time to propose himself before I started to establish the full circumstances. The victim asked for time alone before she spoke to police, the friend who called police came into another room with police. I ensured that my body worn video (BWV) was recording to capture first account that can be used as evidence. Police officers are expected to activate their BWV prior to attending any incident so that the BWV is recording from start to finish that can be used to gather information that can sometimes be used as evidence to assist police in their investigations.

When the victim was ready to speak with police, I ensure she was comfortable and told her she can take all the time she needs. It was one of my priorities because I knew the information, she was going to give was vital for the case. I explained that her friend had called police and she apologised that she was not brave enough herself. This is a challenge that police officers sometimes face when it comes to domestics that the victim is too scared to contact police this is because of various reasons but according to Victim Support (2018) victims feel that reporting the matters to police will put them in more danger. This is why it is vital that officers explain the criminal justice system effectively to any victims and witnesses so they can understand that there is support available to them if the matter was to go to court. 

I was with the victim for serval hours to the disclosure of offences that she raised whilst myself and another officer was chatting to her, I will keep the description to the call minimal due to the restricted word count. On the day we were called, the preparator had repeatedly punched her jaw, dragged her around the house by her hair, damaged her phone when she attempted to call her friend and had taken her children (he was not the father to the children). After establishing the circumstances, the male was arrestable for:
· Section 18 Grievous Bodily Harm
· Non-fatal strangulation 
· Criminal Damage
· Controlling and Coercive Behaviour 
· Child Abduction 

Just for the readers of this workbook, the male was arrested, and children were taken to a family member while police were still speaking to the female.

Having empathy with the victim she felt comfortable speaking to me and had told me what had happened for police to be called and the relationship history between her and her partner, this is when she came to the realisation that she has been a victim of domestic abuse after having time to reflect and talk with officers. This is another challenge that police officers when dealing with domestic related incidents is that multiple domestic incidents have occurred when police attend an incident for the first time. Safe lives (No date) have conducted research and have found there are many reasons why families live with the abuse for a long period of time one being, it may not be clear to the victim that the relationship is abusive, and the victim fears the consequences if they disclose the abuse to others. Statistic shows that on average victims experience 50 incidents of abuse before getting help (Safe lives, no date).

The victim provided police with a detailed statement of the abuse and incidents that have happened from the start of their relationship until the day police were called. I was with the victim for several hours taking the statement, I explained the criminal justice system to her and told her that she wished police can put an application in to the courts for special measures. Special measures are used to make it easier for people who need additional support to give evidence in court, these measures are given to witnesses who are vulnerable. Special measures can include the use of screens to prevent the witness from seeing the defendant and giving evidence via a video link (Victim Support, no date). Following the explanation, the victim agreed to give a statement.

A challenge that polices officers face when dealing with domestics is that if the victim provides a statement, usually the same day or a short time after they will ask to retract their statement. (Robinson, 2006, p.189) argued that victim retraction Is viewed by the criminal justice system as problematic in cases of domestic violence and despite the support from courts and multi-agency partnerships domestic victims always tend to retract. A strategy that has been developed for effective policing in challenging is to always obtain first accounts whether it is written in your pocket notebook or captured on BWV. Therefore, what officers can do for the investigation to be effective is to continue with the investigation without a supportive victim, it will be evidence led prosecution (ELP). ELP is where the victim does not support the prosecution against the subject (Criminal Justice Joint Inspection (CJJI), 2020). In relation to this incident, my BWV was recording throughout, the victim allowed me to take pictures of injuries and reporting person and the social worker give police a statement. This is what was used as evidential value in the police investigation to be submitted for a CPS charging decision. According to the CJJI, there is no strategies in place to measure the effectiveness of ELP meaning that there is no opportunities or courses to learn about ELP and the only strategy that is currently in place is to share best practices across the police organisation (All about the Law, 2020). This does not seem effective in policing a challenging situation because there is no opportunity for officers to learn, especially officers with less experience. For reference to this incident, despite doing an ELP the CPS decided not to charge due to the non supporting victim. Unfortunately, that is the reality of policing. 

Every call domestic in nature the attending officer must offer the victim to complete a Domestic Abuse Stalking and Harassment (DASH) questionnaire. It is a series of questions for officers to assess the level of risk. It is the victim’s decision if they wish to complete the DASH and give their consent for officers to share the information with multi – partner agency partnerships. Thankfully, I had the victims consent to pass her information on with a referral. This can be seen as effective despite the victim not wishing to support police action in the investigation but being open to receive support. Although this was the first reported incident to police because the high risk of domestic abuse, I completed a Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC) referral. MARAC is regular meetings that take places between different agencies such as social services, schools, police, and housing to discuss the domestic abuse case and to develop a safety plan for the victim and any children involved (IDAS, No Date). This is effective strategy to use because MARAC agencies have the right to share information regardless of if the victim consented if they feel like there is a serious risk of harm.

Sadly, there were children involved throughout this domestic relation relationship, the DASH forms part of a PPN. All children related to the victim were subjects of a PPN and social services will be made aware of the incident. I explained to the victim that social services would be made aware, and a referral will be submitted regardless of her consent. When I took the retraction statement from the victim, she openly told me that she had to protect her children and did not wish to put herself through the criminal justice system because she just wanted to forget about the relationship and move on with her life. She told me that her children have already suffered enough. Police and England Wales made an average of 669 child protection referrals a day to social services according to the NSPCC (2022). 

Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) are stressful experiences that occurred in a childhood or the environment the child was growing up in, the resulting trauma can continue to affect people in their adult’s life (Violence Prevention Wales, 2024). The victim said that children are old enough to understand what has been happening and she do not want her children to think it is ok to be in an abusive relationship. The victim was worried that her children would have been involved in the court process and possibly removed from her from social services. This is a challenge that is faced when investigation domestic as victims are so protective of their children, which is completely natural, but the victims tend to put their children’s wellbeing first instead of their own. 

Outlined by the College of Policing (2015) police officers must take positive actions when dealing with domestic which is usually an arrest provided the grounds and necessity is present. The positive of an arrest is that bail conditions can be imposed to the perpetrator to protect the victim whilst police conduct the investigation. Also, breaching police bail is an arrestable offence. 

DVPO’s are an effective strategy when dealing with challenging incidents and there is no supportive victim, the DVPO is issued by the courts and it prevents the perpetrator from returning to the home address and contacting the victim, again arrestable if breached. In simple terms, it is giving both parties breathing space to get support and re evaluate their relationship (Gov, 2022). However, can only be effective if the domestic has been NFA at police custody. 

The Home Office published that funding of 36 million over the next two years will go towards the next phase of the domestic abuse perpetrator intervention fund. The intervention aims to change behaviours of the perpetrators and aims to improve victim safety. The Drive Protect which is similar in nature works with high harm and serial perpetrators to prevent them from abusing again. Recent stats show that perpetrators that are participating in these schemes have resulted in a reduction of 82% perpetrators using physical abuse (Gov, 2023).

In conclusion of this, every domestic incident is challenging even those low risk because nobody ever wants to come forward and talk to police and as mentioned above numerous incidents of abuse occur before police have been contacted. You find that victims want to protect the perpetrator because they love them and believe they will change and refuse to engage in the police investigation. Despite the support that is offered to them they refuse to co-operate and it sadly it becomes a vicious cycle. Despite all the funding that is coming from the government front line officers like myself are still finding it difficult to overcome challenges that are we are being faced with when dealing with domestics and most recent funding seems to be towards the prevention of serial perpetrators, I agree that prevention is a step in the right direction, but we need support for dealing with the challenges on the day present. Overall, it is challenging to get a conviction on a domestic incident because victims refuse to engage and it makes it difficult for police to get a charging decision from the CPS despite doing ELP more often or not it ends in NFA and this is not encouraging other domestic victims to come forward and the media and stats does not put police in a good light and this will put victims off reporting.
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