Portfolio of Study Skills
Assessment tasks
Part 1

In Iceland and many other countries, they believe that it is very important children are playing outdoors. The government have come up with a curriculum which states that the outdoors is good for children. In the curriculum guidelines, the government put a big emphasis on the outdoor area as it is a good learning environment and a place that children can think about the natural world, and a place where children can exercise and live healthy according to (Norodahl and Johannesson, 2013)

This emphasising on that outdoors have happened for a very long time in Iceland for children between the ages of one to six, and the children play outside every day in school for children six to sixteen then they only get to play outdoors with their friends when it is playtime.
We don’t know much about what the teachers do outdoors to help learning but I think it is probably going to be very different depending on what teacher you have and the school. However, there are signs in Iceland that the teachers are using the outdoors more than they used to and in Reykjavik which is the capital 70% of schools say that they do outside education quite a bit (Oladottir, 2008) 
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Part 2a

In this essay I will be talking about forest schools. A definition of Forest School has been made by the Forest School network it states that it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adult’s regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment.
However, according to Murray and O’Brien, 2006 people are a bit worried that little ones in school don’t get to go to woodlands and green places like their parents did because they are too worried that something will happen, and the children can do loads indoors now. There is also research that tells us that if they do not go when they are young then they won’t go when they are grown-ups either and we will miss out on physical and emotional benefits access to nature according to Thompson et al (2004).  That is because learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment and the Welsh Government are encouraging teacher to do forest school in their own schools now, especially in Foundation Phase.
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Part 2b

If you fail to acknowledge the sources of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism and it is important that students avoid doing this because if the information is not acknowledged it can affect your work and get you kicked out of university and course that you are doing. It is important to acknowledge your sources because then you will be giving credit to the main researcher who has come up with the information or ideas, and it allows others to know where you have gotten your information from.

You only have to reference when you use direct quotation, this is false because students should do both citation and reference, and this is because citation is when students are quoting something in their text and then once doing that they should add the website/book they have used in their referencing list so that their reader/assessor is aware where they have got their information from.

Wikipedia is a good place to search information for your academic assignments, this is false and the reasoning being is because anyone can come on and edit the information meaning it won’t always be true or have reliable information, and people can make up information.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sometimes during academic studies there may be quotes we may use that are little longer, and I will be explaining how to present a long quotation into your work. 
There is something called block quotation which is a quote that is more than five lines, and this must begin on a separate line so you would have to separate the quote from the main body/paragraph, get rid of the quotation marks and use a colon, and then you can indent it into one full inch from the rest of your paragraph/text, and if there is a page number it will appear at the end of the quote and you can also use a different font to make it easier for the reader to find them.

Five sources you can use to conduct a research can be using library books, academic articles, online library, journals, and any published reports. 

Part 3
Write a critical response to an article 

The article I will be looking at is the Welsh Journal of Education by Emma Smith and it is Volume 13, published in 2005.
The author talks about how Wales in particular has received its fair share of unfavourable comparisons and how in the 1980s the education system in wales were being schooled to fail and comparing Wales to England.

The authors purpose/intentions are that they are comparing Wales to England and the North East as this is the most closet to Wales. 
The author is also comparing boys to girls and how that it suggests that girls are outperforming boys and that the gap between them is increasing.

The main finding that I have found out is that the author is using statistics and comparing Wales with England and the North East showing figures from different sources like for example one of the sources the author has used is the Welsh Joint Education Committee which shows the different years of performances for boys and girls. Although, I think if the author stuck between 10 years or less of education rather than more into the past it would’ve been better because I felt a bit confused when reading the article.

The structure and language of this article is that the author is using long and short paragraphs, some paragraphs are quite lengthy which might confuse some readers as they are quite long and not separated. 
There have been a lot of statistics and numbers used within the article, the author has used formal use of style in the writing.
The author is using objective language, and this is seen by them using the loads of quotes and statistics to back up their point of view.
Personally, for me I found the article hard to read as the paragraphs for me were too long and may could have been shortened.

The article was published in 2005 which it may have been accurate for then but not anymore however, it could be a good article for students to use if they wanted to look at 2005 and past education in Wales and England. 
The author I feel is relying on the sources more than their own which is a good thing, but it would be nice to see what their thoughts/opinions are rather than the author just quoting and using different sources all the time.
It would have been nice to see more reasons to why boys may have fallen behind, why that is happening and with more sources backing that up.

To conclude, I feel if the author only went a few years back rather than going back to 1980s it would have been much better and easier to understand, and not so confusing with all the quotes, graphs and statistics. Personally, I don’t think the article is appropriate article since it was published 2005 and the statistics have changed since then but it could be a good article to use if someone wanted to see the past education and how it was. 
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