The Idea
For coming up with ideas for our short film, we needed (a) the overall plot; (b) the genre; (c) the setting; (d) characters and relationships. After establishing what we needed to focus on and debated as a group on what we should include, debating helped with hearing the groups voice and see where people were more interested in showing. We concluded that we wanted to show the everyday life of a university student but in a comedic way. We wanted to portray university in a bizarre and shocking manner. We did this by creating stereotypical characters that we thought we would hate to live with and combining our own experiences with university. We also taken inspiration from Peep Show style of filming with the fish lenses and first-person views, we had thought this could be a unique and funnier experience to tell the story. This was becoming our first rough idea of our film; we were confident that this was the type of film we wanted to create. 

Self-Tape
[bookmark: _Int_qmtim6qq]Although this was brief introduction to Self-Tapes, it proved to be a valuable lesson when going forward in my acting career. Having no prior experience with handling a Self-Tape, I found it to be a daunting challenge. To combat this task, I educated myself on the topic by doing further research. I had watched YouTube videos such as Five Self Tape Mistakes That Kill an Audition (Acting Career Center, 2023) and Michael Bean Acting Teacher: How to make a quality self-tape audition (Michael Bean, 2016). These videos gave great advice for how to act and setting up the camera, offering slight changes on how it should be filmed which ultimately improved on my own Self-Tape (See Appendix A). I had also watched the YouTube video David Corenswet’s Audition Tape For Superman (OhMyDiaz, 2025) so I could use as an example to help improve my Self-Tape. I took notes of Corenswet’s natural approach to the scene; he did not rely too much on his body language but focused on his speech and deliverance. The focus for filming a Self-Tape will always be the face, so practising facial expressions is important to convey the emotions and message your character wants to speak. 

My Character/Inspirations
My character Peter is portrayed as a creep/pervert by the flatmates due to him constantly staring and videoing others. These actions created a stigma for Peter that he is just creep, which doesn't give him a good reputation. Throughout the script, he has moments where he does express his feelings to the camera. These moments can be found during his interview and through his acts of kindness. Peter is observant of his surroundings and recognizes peoples struggles, becoming his main motive to help those in need. He is most specifically kind to Gwen in the flat, recognizing she has been struggling with alcohol abuse. This relationship between Gwen and Peter is an awkward match but does prove to be a cute one. I really enjoyed was the characters exchanging gifts to each other, serving as a moment of love for these characters and a break from the comedy. Gwen for me became an important part of showing Peter’s true intentions for people, to give him a second chance build upon his creep stereotype.  


The comedian Andy Kaufman was an influence for my character and the type of comedy I wanted to portray. I watched some videos of his work such as Andy Kaufman – SNL (Saturday Night Live, 2013) and Andy Kaufman "Mighty Mouse" bit (VerbicideMag, 2015). His style of comedy is absurd and confusing at times, leaving the audience feeling a sense of tensions. Kaufman was able to revel in his own awkwardness and wouldn't break character for nobody. Adding these techniques from Kaufman helped strengthen my characters performance, I found it less challenging to remain in character and always being aware in scenes even when off camera. I embraced the awkwardness nature of my actions, making them appear to be normal by keeping a serious expression. By using Kaufman's style of comedy, it helped bring Peter to life, making his character believable and authentic.

Whilst writing my character, I took inspiration from Hannibal Lector in Silent of The Lambs. I took inspiration from his posture and how he spoke, his tone of voice and overall posture was so surgical and at points became surreal. By taking these actions onboard, it added an underlining tension to the scenes, helping me create an awkward but still a comedic atmosphere.

Preproduction/planning
For booking locations, we didn’t need permission to film in my flat so we could film freely. Although we could film in the flat, we had to inform my flat mates on when we start and end filming, we did this by adding our call sheet (Sharepoint.com, 2026) to our flat group chat. We had to use the Yr Egin space for the Graduation Scene, we emailed the manager for availability, and we were allocated a time slot.  
Before we had started filming, we had to account for all the risks that could occur whilst filming. We used a Risk Assessment sheet (Sharepoint.com, 2026) to lists the risks that needed to be considered. We went over this as a group, listing the risks and how we could help prevent them. I found it useful that I was aware of all the possible risks that could take place, even if it were a low probability of a risk happening, it’s still acknowledged and has a solution. 
After been given some feedback on our idea, they mainly focused on, what is the plot of film and how can we further develop our characters? Originally the script we wrote just included comedic sketches and jokes, we didn’t use emotional plot points or any character relationships. This became our main priority, so we focused first on the overall plot. Instead of the plot revolving around the character Max, we changed it to a film student coming to the flat and documenting what it is like to live there. Having the characters know each other made it easier to write about their history together instead of having to build up the friendship from the beginning. We also added interview questions that would interject during or after a scene, this helped to express what the characters were thinking in a scene and other information that's personal to the character. We also added character conflict such as Max cheating on Millie for Michael, this helped build suspense between the characters and offered moments of comedy but also seriousness which is shown from the scenes and interviews. By changing these plot points, the story became concise to understand the story and the characters overall motives.


The Filming
Before we started filming, we had gone over each scene so we could familiarise ourselves with movement and blocking of the scene. This helped advance the filming process and made us feel more comfortable whilst acting. We had to always be aware of the camera because of the one-shot takes, so there was no pause during scenes till they finished. We would be given feedback on our performance after a scene and would need to apply them to the scene. I learned that silence is mandatory when either you or others are receiving feedback and when the directors are talking, breaking the silence just leads to slowing down the filming process. I found being filmed enjoyable, I was able to take on feedback and improve on them. Filming the interviews was a bit of challenge, we included questions that were Hot Seated and it had taken me awhile to think of the answers. I do struggle with Hot Seating as a character because how they would respond to those questions does take time for me to answer with full confidence. When it came to changing costumes for a scene, I changed in my bedroom and offered others to their too when I was done. 






Conclusion
I find this module quite daunting at first, I wasn’t that familiar with being on screen and would get embarrassed when seeing myself. Over the course of the module, I learnt to get over that fear, that the only person who does judge you is yourself. The writing process had been stressful at times, changing major plot points and entire scenes took time and nights to fully complete, but this proved to be necessary to create the film in the groups image. The creation and development of my character was a fun part for me, adding the influences such as Kaufman's comedy and Hannibal’s speech and posture heavily improved my understanding of the character. I understand that the production is always a vital part of making a film, introducing the Call Sheet and Risk Assessment that I was able to contribute too. Overall, I have adapted well to working with and being on camera. I am proud of the written work done behind the scenes, and that I was able to create and bring my own character to life. 
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Appendix 

Appendix A
Advice from the videos that I had used for my Self-Tape include the following:
· Use a Tripod – This helped frame the camera and keep it steady
· The Background – Making sure no decorations or furniture are in the background that causes distractions and using a solid colour wall
· The Eyes – Always look either to the left or right to address the person you are speaking to and never the camera itself
· Lighting – Using any source of light that reflects well on your background and doesn't create a big shadow







