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Missing Pieces

When selecting pieces of work or objects that share a common theme to make an exhibition you are doing curation. As Bhaskar says “Curation allows us to focus on what matters”  (Bhaskar, 2017, p108). The ability to create an experience for people is an art form in its own right it encourages conversation, discussion and in-depth thought into the narrative carefully created by the curator. Missing Pieces is an exhibition consisting of artworks that explore how loneliness affects art and how the losses we experience throughout life shape us via different mediums of art.
Loss is a cousin of loneliness. They intersect and overlap, and so it’s not surprising that a work of mourning might invoke a feeling of aloneness, of separation. Mortality is lonely. Physical existence is lonely by its nature, stuck in a body that’s moving inexorably towards decay, shrinking, wastage and fracture. Then there’s the loneliness of bereavement, the loneliness of lost or damaged love, of missing one or many specific people, the loneliness of mourning.
(Laing, 2016, p189) 

The exhibition will be held in a cinema/café in Swansea, as both areas of the place are quite close knit, and my aim is to get people talking about the art with each other and making meaningful connections.  Having the café works in tune with wanting people to have a comfortable experience with this exhibition as sometimes, galleries can be serious and only for certain types of people, but I want there to be a welcoming feeling which u can see through the images the building has with the warm fairy lights and cosy interior. In the Cinema room, it will play a scene chosen from the movie “Eternal sunshine of a spotless mind” and surrounding the walls will be the rest of the artwork, the chairs will be taken away except for [image: A picture containing text, indoor, floor, ceiling

Description automatically generated]some at the front for the movie clip so there’s room to walk around as there’s no definite order to [image: A picture containing text, floor, indoor
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Fig.1. “Missing Pieces layout
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Fig.2: Nighthawks, Edward Hopper, 1942
The first artwork in the collection will be the 1942 painting “Nighthawks” by Edward Hopper which explores the term urban loneliness, which originates from the feeling of isolation in a crowded city, where there’s often a difficulty in making meaningful connections. Therefore, Edward Hopper captures the isolation felt in a big city perfectly as the painting depicts an outside view into a Phillie's Diner where we find 4 strangers sat around the counter, who all seem to be psychologically distant. Through composition Hopper decides to use, we see that none of the people seem to be interacting with each other, even the man and woman next to each other who we assume are a couple appear turned away and their gazes are far away, in the book “The lonely century”, Hertz mentions “The fast pace of city life doesn’t just make us unsocial, however; it also makes us antisocial.” (Hertz, 2020, p83) suggesting the cause of the isolation felt in the painting is due to the city and its ever-growing pace of life. Hopper’s usage of colour comments on the contrast of light and dark as separation between the darkness from the green and blue outside giving viewers more sense of isolation, then the yellow illuminating the diner inside with the warm reds from the seats brings us closer to the people. 
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Fig.3: Imagine finding me, Chino Otsuka, 2005-2009
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Description automatically generated]Moving down people will see the photo slides of “Imagine finding me” a photography series by a Japanese photographer Chino Otsuka who explores her past by self-inserting herself into childhood photos by photo manipulation. These images explore the relationship we have with our younger selves and how the passing of time is so sudden, as there’s a loss of self due to the changes, we may experience whether it’s our personality changing, or change of appearance, such as something we may have liked before is something we now dislike, which is why although we see two of the same people just from different times, there’s still an impression of isolation and separation. As there’s such thing as the maturity principle where personality can change constantly as you grow and “personality change even harder to recognize in ourselves” (Whitecomb, 2020, https://www.livescience.com/personality-age-change.html) Therefore, her adult self is a message to her younger self to show the differences they now have, which invites viewers to look back themselves to reflect on how much they’ve lost or gained from their past selves as we as humans are constantly learning and picking up habits of others, I hope that this exhibition is also one experience people will learn from. 




Fig.4: I am the last of my kind, Tracey Emin, 2019
The third piece is an artwork by Tracey Emin which is an offset lithograph of a naked pink figure surrounded by painted words written by her which may symbolise her inner thoughts or background noise that affects her, as we see the body isn’t a clear outline the strokes are messy and feel rushed representing Emin’s desire to display her emotions in a raw and unapologetic way. Linking to the title it suggests loneliness and vulnerability as she feels as though the cause of her loneliness is due to her inner thoughts. Mushtaq (2014) talks about a type of loneliness called internal loneliness which is evident in Emin’s art as factors such as low self-esteem or guilt feelings can affect one’s lonesomeness and are implied with the dripping text and chaotic handwriting.
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Fig.5: Spirit Hold, part two, Holly Warburton, 2019
“Spirit hold” is an emotive artwork that exhibition visitors will meet with feelings of melancholy, via her usage of colour and texture with different brush strokes creating movement in a still image. Her work encapsulates a feeling of familiarity as she says in an interview “I’m enjoying playing with the vagueness of feeling and mystery of what is happening in the images,” (Warburton, 2019, https://www.itsnicethat.com/articles/holly-warburton-illustration-art-161219) We see through the title there’s a connection towards spirits and the hand through the figure represents a want to hold something that is no longer there, this comments on how people often live in the past even though time has moved on they choose to go to old places, the artwork implies to be a distant memory with layers of swirling strokes and bold shades of green, purple and blue that blur together. 
[image: A picture containing text, window, dark

Description automatically generated]








Fig.6: Eternal sunshine of the spotless mind, Michel Gondry, 2004

Towards the front of the gallery is a screen which will play the 2004 movie “Eternal Sunshine of the spotless mind which stars Jim Carrey (Joel) and Kate Winslet (Clementine) who play former lovers who undergo a procedure to erase their memories of each other. One of the key themes throughout is the experience of loneliness and the importance of human connection, and although it may hurt it’s vital in the progression of life. The scene being shown is a beach house that they once passed in their relationship begins to fall apart which becomes a representation of Joel’s memories of Clementine falling apart. Joel is helpless as we learn there’s nothing you can do to make someone stay or stop them from breaking your heart, loss is inevitable in life. Sometimes people forget the importance of human interaction and the benefits of just having a conversation with someone, as there’s a basic need to grow and sustain relationships, and to belong to a group as we are social creatures. There’s Maslow’s hierarchy of needs in psychology which is a 5 levelled model of needs and in 3rd place, we find love and belonging, the reason for showing this movie is to work against the rest of the artworks that show loneliness or isolation in life to show that although we cannot ignore the loss that occurs, we should work on the relationships we still have. 

To finish, my aim is to bring out the way loneliness affects us all, and in that sense, we aren’t alone in that feeling that will be felt by exhibition visitors. Everyone at some point in their lives whether they’ve been on this earth a long time, or a short time will have felt alone, and it can affect the course of your life sometimes. I hope that people will attempt to help each other more, in this ever-growing world that may be becoming lonelier due to technology and the pace of life.
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You said "So go”
with such disdain, you know.

Iwish | had stayed, | do.
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