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What I am looking to answer;

For my project I chose to look at the work and contributions which St Thomas Aquinas gave to the cosmological argument for the existence of God. I will also reference the impact of Aquinas in the teleological argument and his use of analogy for this; and his dichotomisation between the 3 types of language, analogy, univocal and equivocal. In order to justify the significance of his analogy of the arrow and the archer I must also look at the work of philosophers David Hume and A J Ayer with the verification principle as well as Anthony Flew with the falsification principle, in terms of the debate in religious language to determine how meaningful Aquinas’ work is. For the majority of my project I will be focusing on the 5 ways of Aquinas in the argument for God’s existence; primarily the first 3 ways. With the help of analogy and other philosophers I will debate whether St Thomas Aquinas gives a strong foundational argument in favour of the existence of God, or whether his teachings are only accessible to pre-existing Christians and ultimately decide, if the latter is true, whether this is important or not. As we already know that Aquinas had the aim to enable current Christians to access higher knowledge within the religion, as oppose to trying to convert atheists into Christianity. I aim to answer this issue from a philosophical point of view as I want it to be analytical and equality weighted on each side; also because I feel as though because the issues raised are from debates centred around philosophy, philosophers have more understanding of the issues St Thomas Aquinas raises or answers than theologians as they look at logic rather than the debate on God’s existence. We are debating the relevance of Aquinas rather than whether God existences. 

My 10 resources;

Book 1 – St Thomas Aquinas, Summa Contra Gentiles Book Two; Creation, published by University of Notre Dame Press, (edition 1975), (Last Accessed 11/2/2020).
1. Chapter 17 – That Creation is neither motion nor change (page 54-55), “In the light of what has been proved, it is evident that God’s action, which is without pre-existing matter and is called creation, is neither a motion nor a change, properly speaking”.  The reason I chose this part is because of the quote on how God’s action is pre-existing which links to the third way of God’s existence is necessary rather than contingent. 
2. Chapter 30 – How absolute necessity can exist in created things (Page 85-91), Chapter 31 – That it is not necessary for creatures to have always existed (Page 91-93), Chapter 38 – Arguments by which some try to show that the world is not eternal (Page 112-115). I also chose to use these chapters from the book as they give me more background information in supporting the 3rd way of Aquinas.
Book 2 – St Thomas Aquinas, Philosophical Texts, translation by Thomas Gilby, published in 1956, (last accessed 11/2/2020).
1. Chapter 2, part 8 – Convergence of the five ways (page 65-67), “God is the first efficient cause, and therefore his essence cannot be distinct from his existence”. I chose to use this quote as it will be helpful while discussing the impact of the 1st and 2nd way of Aquinas.
Book 3 – Brian Davies, An Introduction Aquinas, first published 2002, edition 2003, (last accessed 11/2/2020).
1. Chapter 4 – Being and Existence (page 27-37), page 28 the quote on blindness. I chose to use this quote as it outlines the differences being something which exists and something which we have a concept of, which will link to the difference between necessity and contingency in. Aquinas’ 3rd way.
2. Chapter 6 – Ways to God (page 46-66) – this is a very important chapter as it singularly deals with each way of Aquinas and how they are interpreted, I will be primarily focusing on pages 46-58 as I view that the first 3 ways hold greater importance in answering my thesis question. 
Book 4 – Rudi Te Velde, Aquinas On God The ‘Divine Science’ Of The Summa Theologiae, 2006 edition, (last accessed 11/2/2020).
1. Chapter 2 -  The First Thing To Know : Does God Exist? On the five ways (page 37-40) – I used this book as it allowed me to gain more knowledge on Aquinas’ use of Aristotle, and his concept of science and what this means in terms of their views on God’s existence. 
Book 5 – Dennis Bonnette, Aquinas’ proofs for God’s Existence, published in 1972 by Martinus Nijhoff, printed in the Netherlands, (last accessed 12/2/2020).
1. Chapter 11 – The Ways (page 69-71), I chose to use this chapter in this book as it gave new ideas about the ways, it made me question whether all five ways are needed or whether only one way is sufficient, it also explain in further detail why Aquinas uses as much explanation as possible. 
Book 6 – David B. Burrell, Aquinas God and Action, first published in 1979, (last accessed 12/2/20).
1. Chapter 5 – Truth In Matters Religious, 5.1 Art of using analogical expressions (page 68-71), I felt it as though this book gave me a true insight into what Aquinas aimed to achieve by using analogy. I also chose this book however, because of the author; David B.Burrell. He is a professor of Philosophy and Theology, this was the style of thinking and writing that I hope to achieve in my essay. So I used this book as reading for structural practice.
Book 7 – John F. Wippel, The Metaphysical Thought Of Thomas Aquinas: From Finite Being To Uncreated Being, published by the catholic university of American pres in 2000, (last accessed 13/2/2020).
1. Chapter 12 – The Five Ways (page 442- 501), very similar to Brian Davies book An Introduction to Aquinas, I used this book because it gives a break down and looks at each way individually and so I managed to get a further understanding of what each way is and what Aquinas aimed to teach us. 
Book 8 -  Brian Davies, The Thought Of Thomas Aquinas, published by Clarendon press Oxford 1992, paperback edition in use in 1993, (last accessed 13/2/2020).
1. Chapter 2 part 2 – God and His Effects: The Five Ways (page 25-31), “ The first is that the arguments of the Five Ways are by no means original” (page 26). I chose this chapter because I felt that it outlines how Aquinas’ philosophical views are dependant on other thinkers such as Aristotle and Plato. 
Book 9 – Edward Sillem, Ways of Thinking about God, published by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd in 1961, (last accessed 14/2/2020). 
1. Chapters 3,4 and 5 – Thomist Attitudes to the Five Ways, What proceeds the Five Ways, The Enigma of The Five Ways (page 28-79), I found that this book was not as useful as the other books used however, I did find it useful in formulating a strong knowledge on the five ways and the ideas that Aquinas was trying to relay. 
Book 10 – Brian Davies And Brian Leftow, The Cambridge Companion To Anselm, published by Cambridge University Press 2004, (last accessed 14/2/2020).
1. Chapter 4 – Anselm’s Philosophy of Language (page 84-110).  I aim to include parts of the debate of religious language and how meaningful this is, focusing a lot on analogy. I chose to look at Anselm’s view on philosophical language so I had multiple philosophers to draw from. Others including Anthony Flew and A J Ayer.
