I was observing a social worker in a looked after child (LAC) review within the school environment. Present at the meeting was the child, the child’s teacher, a social worker, the foster parents, the school’s head of learning, the advocate and myself. I noticed that the child looked upset and worried and insisted on sitting next to her class teacher whom she seemed to be very fond of. The first part of the meeting focussed on the educational elements of the child, including, how the child was progressing in school, and the child was very happy to talk about a science project that they had been doing in the classroom. 
The second part of the meeting focussed on the child’s home needs, where the social worker wanted to discuss how the child was feeling about the foster placement. The child appeared to get upset and did not want to answer any questions. The advocate asked the child if she wanted to get something for lunch, to which the child agreed, and then they both left the room. When the child and advocate left the room, the social worker asked the foster parents if they had any problems in the home environment. The Foster parents said that the child had been experiencing difficulties sleeping and was irritable throughout the day, displaying anger and frustration. They believed this was a result of the lack of contact the child had with mum.
The social worker noted down the comments from the foster parents and asked them what interventions they had tried in the home environment to support the child. Following a lengthy discussion, the social worker left the room to see if the child and advocate wanted to rejoin the meeting. They came back in, and the social worker talked to the child about what had been discussed, and asked the child if they had any worries. The child said that they did not have any worries but wanted more time with mum. 
The social worker seemed to understand the child’s wishes and asked what the child would want to do while spending time with mum. The child said they wanted to go bowling with mum as this is something that they used to do together. The social worker spent time listening to the child and noted everything down on her notepad. When the child had finished speaking, the social worker said that she would take the request to the meeting with the mum, and they would integrate more time with mum into the child’s schedule. 

