Miracle on 34th street - Review

Miracle on 34th Street at Pontardawe Arts Centre.
This Sunday I was privileged enough to watch a wonderful production of ‘Miracle on 34th Street’ by Lighthouse Theatre. [image: ]As I walked into the theatre I was greeted by the beautiful sounds of 1940s christmas music , and as the soft hums of Judy Garland and Bing Crosby flooded into my ears I found myself taken into the Christmas spirit. 
The set is a wonderfully period-centric radio set , and it stayed that way until the end of the show. 
The show itself is a reimaging of the classic 1940’s movie of the same name , and is inspired by the radio plays of the time. Upon my interview with cast member Adrian Metcalfe I discovered the cast choose this particular way of performing the play as ‘The period of the show is suited to the radio’. As a company Lighthouse Theatre have performed shows such as Brief Encounters and a Wonderful Life , and I was pleasantly surprised to see them performing yet another beloved classic adaptation. 
The play begins as the actors (in character) introduce themselves ,and then we’re off. 
A great thing I noticed about this production from the upshot was the brilliantly imaginative way they created the sound effects.
Kieran Bailey , who also played many characters within the show , played piano for the lovely little musical interludes. He also provided much comic appeal with his various unusual musical instruments , some of which included shoes (for a walking scene) , a tea cup and milk and a fridge which doubled up for many a door. 
The use of everyday products to create sound effects was incredibly effective , and added much to the production. As did the use of musical numbers. Some musical numbers in the show mimics ads of the era. Others were specially written as little jingles for stores for products. Some were well-established Christmas Carols. All songs in the show were beautifully sung and some comically performed with great aplomb , with one particular rendition of ‘Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas’ bringing a tear to my eye. 
The play itself was a beautiful piece of festive theatre , shamelessly making its audience cry , laugh and feel the joy of the season all in under two hours.
The actors gave thrilling performances throughout the show , and all captured the very essence of the iconic characters they were playing. 
I especially enjoyed Niamh Moulton who played Marget Walker’s young daughter Susan. She gave a very engaging and funny portrayal of a young girl who’s been brought up too fast , and her characterisation of a young child was embodied very well. Another actor I enjoyed was Alex Bull as Marget Walker. As Marget , she was tasked with an extremely meaty script , the call for both physical and scripted humour and a good few musical numbers. She more than rose to the occasion , and performed the role with aplomb. 
All actors portrayed more than one character , and I was delighted with how different each actor played their various roles , be it a child , adult or even a reindeer. One particular humorous moment came when two actors had to portray two characters with strong Texan accents , and then switch quickly back to their original character. 
My final thought on this production was a wonderful Christmas show performed by incredible capable actors.
Well done to all! 
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