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Introduction:

This report is focused on a case study which shows elements of vulnerability in children such as physical and emotional abuse, furthermore the purpose of this report it is to analyse and discuss the impact it has on the child and analyse the effectiveness of the professional interventions involved.
The case study which will be presented below it is about Lucy , one of the brave survivors which was first started being groomed at the age of 11 , her testimony helped sentence the Huddersfield gang for a penalty of more then 220 years  .


































Case study :

Lucy said there was no one she could share her distress with and ask for help, as her mother was herself struggling with substance abuse. Moreover, the person who groomed her towards being sexually abused within a network of child rape parties was her own mother’s drug dealer, whose attention  Lucy first misunderstood for an act of kindness (Dearden, 2020). Lucy’s case shows some of the cardinal impacts accounted in the statutory guidance elaborated by the Government for the safeguarding of children affected by parental substance misuse, notably: neglect under the lack of attendance by an blacked-out mother, physical and psychological threat as exposed to individuals engaged in criminal activities (particularly, drug dealing) and self-harming tendencies through a poor inability to distinguish affection  from abuse. (GOV.UK)
Alike reflected in statements provided on the grooming gang’s trial by other survivors, Lucy’s inability to distinguish kindness from manipulation and further, abuse illustrates a case of Bowlby’s attachment theory which describes a child’s outlets for stability when security references previously identified at home get to become disturbed. The feeling of security is conditioned by the attachment figure’s presence and engagement. Since she leaves no details of her familiar she was to her mother’s dealers, it is arguable if Lucy also confirms the non-selective sociability with strangers identified by Zeanah Jr. and Boris (2000), as cited by Dandona (2016). Furthermore, according to Niemi (2008), cited by Dandona (2016) emotional disturbances may generate dysfunctional reactions to stressful situations, as well as an inability to communicate emotions. (Dandona, 2016)
Taking in consideration the treatment she was submitted to, Lucy had only identified one person she could have asked for help: her mother. However, in her own words, she was prevented in doing so by an awareness of her mother’s vulnerability. Lucy’s perspective shows the ‘preoccupation’ factor included by the NSPCC in the psychological effects over children struggling with parental drug misuse.
Succeeding Lucy’s drama by an unknown number of years, the Children and Social Work Act 2017 indicate the importance of contextual safeguarding from risks of abuse encountered outside the family. Such statutory act indicates the local authorities’ responsibility to transfer cases of the vulnerable children from LSCBs to joint expertise schemes that gather the involvement of multiple agencies. The act is synchronised with statutory guidance (NB: Working together to safeguard children) which targets protection from maltreatment and prevention of risks threatening children’s health or development. Multi-agency engagement can be managed as the Parental alcohol and drug use toolkit ensures an evidence of the number of children affected by parental drug use on a local jurisdiction level. 
Lucy has been separated from her mother and placed in a children’s home and in further fosters. Though physically apart, Lucy has kept contact with her mother. Lucy leaves the impression of having had a close relationship with her mother, thus the hypothesis or emotional or physical abuse covered by the NSPCC are excluded. Without a comprehensive description of her household environment as she was groomed, Lucy indirectly confirms one of the consequences mentioned by the NSPCC for neglect, notably, her awareness of her mother’s addition to the extent in which she acknowledged her future rapist as a familiar figure, through his drug deliveries. The NSPCC qualifies such circumstances as criminal activity, notably exposing minors to ‘unsafe adults’.
The NPSCC makes a clear distinction on the extent to which drug consumption should become a concern. Apparently, ‘moderation’ doesn’t pose a threat on their children ’s proper attendance. It is only when consumption affects the parents’ ability to properly supervise their children and recognise their needs (that drug use becomes a threat. On such grounds, the NSPCC identifies three variables: ‘regular use’, ‘excess use’ and ’addiction’. However, consumption should be monitored for an early detection of a level which can pose a threat to the child’s life (GOV.UK) Lucy’s placement in a foster placement reflects her mother’s parental incapacity. A government framework document cited by the SCIE defines parental capacity as the ability to actively attend the child’s developmental needs in correlation to their dynamics. 
According to a study conducted by Loughborough University and cited by the Government, parental drug abuse represents the struggle for 7% of young carers, of whom 40% confirmed poor school attendance or learning difficulties. Lucy does not mention any siblings, but she describes her mother as ‘vulnerable’, thus it’s likely that she may have had carer duties herself. (GOV.UK) Identifying such assumption would confirm the NSPCC standards of effective assessment.
The Children’s Commissioner reports that children who are exposed to parental drug use are brought to the authorities’ attention earlier than those coming from families which confirm cases of alcohol abuse. Girls are more presumed to seek help than boys (GOV.UK). However, this was not Lucy’s case, as she was approached by practitioners for concerns over sex work.
Growing up exposed to drugs increases the risk of children turning into consumer themselves (Dandona, 2016). Lucy confesses having been systematically drugged at parties she was forced to please men, but does not give any details of her back then perception of drugs, and whether she acknowledged anyhow being given substances which could have been also administrated without her knowledge. She now reflects a condemning stance regarding to the use of drugs when she tells her story.
Assessment by social services in a drug user’s lifestyle confirms at least one factor which affects their children, like Lucy’ experience of negligence and exposure to bizarre individuals.(GOV.UK)
The practitioners’ interventions is initiated through an assessment of the case in which the positive relationship Lucy appears to have had with her mother stands out as a protective factor (NSPCC, 2020)
The systematic rapes resulted in two pregnancies at the age of 15 and 16, of which the first one terminated. The Statutory Guideline includes ’assistance with health issues as one of the interventions from medical practitioners which children are entitled to, but Lucy does not provide any details regarding the circumstances her abortion occurred. 
When her second pregnancy was discovered by her foster carer, she was stopped from committing a sin (Lucy, as well as the foster are Muslim) by having another abortion.


Evaluation:

Lucy’s story raises concerns regarding the pre 2017 Act child protection system, as her case appears to have been managed through the contextual circumstances of her mother’s drug abuse and not through the parental substance misuse situation itself. Furthermore, Lucy’s statements indicate she had been more throughly attended by the authorities in her capacity as trial witness for the prosecution of the grooming gang, than in her status as a child victim of sexual abuse.
The Statutory guidelines (2018) reinforce the urgency of an early reaction of the services, which, however can be accomplished either through a community intervention, or through the school’s vigilance in investigating or reporting conducts which may fall of the ordinary. The NSPCC provides advisory of how to report cases of children exposed to parental drug misuse. Lucy does not mention her school attendance or educational performance during her experience of grooming (only further, as a graduate without having passed any GCSE), but her statements leave the impression of being catered by social services around the age of 15, 4 years after her abuse started. However, her first exchange with social workers revolved around presumptions of prostitution.
Lucy describes having been traced by the rapists both in children’s home, as well as in foster care from where she was taken and dragged to their parties. Such accusations reflects fractures in the  security of the  children found in placement should be entitled to. Lucy confesses finding stability only when she managed to rent an accommodation of her own and recalls further intervention from the authorities (notably, the Police, and not the social services) when she decided to testify against her rapists. However, the Statutory Guideline indicate the need for practitioners to guard their focus on children returning from a foster care to their homes.According to the SCIE, cases of neglect treated by child service come from parental substance abuse. Established years after Lucy’s abuse, the Speak Out, Stay safe service available in schools represents an outstandingly salutary initiative for teaching children identify abuse which, for dynamics encompasses in the attachment theory they have a hard time distinguishing. (NSPCC) Nevertheless, the NSPCC points out the necessity of helping children identify neglect, yet, such objective should be cautiously approached to minimalise the trauma arriving under the risk of having parental unavailability/unresponsiveness confused with the lack of affection. The feeling of abandonment inspired to children is a common effect of drug use on parenting (Dandona, 2016).
Children get to acknowledge their parents’ substance misuse only gradually, feeling the responsibility of managing such context not only in their relationship with their family, but also beyond their households (Bancroft et al, 2004) The Statutory Guideline highlight the benefit of a joint engagement from local welfare structures to assess the needs of the child, as well as those of their families. The Government requests the expertise of specialised services providing alcohol and drug treatment for adults. 

Nowadays, children such as Lucy have the Parents Under Pressure  programme at their service, 
Conceived to help regain parent-child relationships, this initiative facilitates a better management of drug addiction, based on family psychological counselling.










































Recommendations:




The inter-agency joint efforts addressed by the Statutory Guidelines also stipulate extra-familial contexts to which Lucy’s grooming case could be included.
Lucy makes serious accusations towards the services which, according to her own statement, did not assess her foster placements, where she has been thrown in distressing situations such as being sent to buy drugs. Periodical checks in on children in care should remain a priority, moreover as such intervention represents the most unsettling prospect for them. Furthermore, as children are returned to their families as soon as their parents’ drug problem is resolved, social workers should strive towards not adding more traumatising experiences (as risked in a foster placements) to the already overwhelming context of being extracted of their household environment.
Lucy describes being taken over by social services which approached her case with the concern that she might have been engaged in sex work. Interventions of social workers should be conducted in a manner that doesn’t include the risk of inspiring guilt or turning victims into defenders.
In a general approach, signalling cases of parental misuse may be encouraged if the services change their rhetorics. Children appear to avoid contacting the service in order to not get taken away from their families, a prospect which represent their drug consumer parent’s most common fear (Turning Point, SCIE Briefing, 2006)
Schools remain one of the key pipelines through which vulnerable children can reach out, therefore, drug abuse may best be illustrated as al illness than as a condemnable behaviour. Both scholars, as well as SCIE warn about the stigma, shame, and even guilt felt by children in regards to their parents’ condition (Dandona, 2016). Therefore, having them acknowledge that they hold no accountability for their parents’ situation may encourage opening out and seek help. The NSPCC already mentions working on the children’s feeling of guilt and incapacity to solve their parents’ addiction as a medium-term priority.
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