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Pharmacy services, which include access to medications, clinical advice, and preventive healthcare, are a crucial component of the healthcare system in the United Kingdom.
Pharmacists promote long-term condition care, guarantee the safe supply of medications, and participate in public health campaigns. By serving as patients' initial point of contact, community pharmacies relieve demand on general practitioners and medical facilities. Core and advanced services offered by community pharmacies in England are outlined in the NHS Community Pharmacy Contractual Framework (CPCF) (NHS England, 2023).



Brief History
In the UK, pharmacy has developed into a regulated, patient-centered profession from the conventional apothecaries of
the 19th century. Legal supervision over the sale of medications was established by the Pharmacy Act of 1868. Community pharmacies played a crucial role in filling NHS prescriptions after the NHS was established in 1948. Professional standards and regulations are governed by the General Pharmaceutical Council (GPhC) and the Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPS). Pharmacists now provide clinical and public health services in addition to dispensing
(GPhC, 2022).
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 Current Functioning
To serve the NHS's objectives of efficiency and accessibility, modern pharmacy services function as a component of an integrated healthcare network. Important Functions: Optimization of Medicines and Dispensing Clinical services, such as blood pressure checks and vaccines Digital Transformation (Electronic Prescription Service) The role of public health (weight control, quitting smoking) Pharmacies modernize services and integrate pharmacists into primary care networks under the five-year CPCF (2019–2024) (Department of Health and Social Care, 2023).
Two Current Challenges
1. financing Pressures and Workforce Shortages: Static financing and growing expenses put a heavy burden on community pharmacies. Between 2016 and 2023, more than a thousand pharmacies in the UK closed (The Pharmaceutical Journal, 2023). 2. Integration and Digital Infrastructure: There is still a lack of complete digital integration with NHS records, which restricts collaboration and continuity of care (NHS England, 2023).
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Task 2: Essay – Origins and Structure of the National Health Service (NHS) Introduction 
One of the biggest social revolutions in British history is the National Health Service (NHS). It was founded in 1948 with the goal of providing all inhabitants, regardless of wealth, complete healthcare. Before critically analyzing the NHS's current structure and operations in the twenty-first century, this essay examines the organization's beginnings and guiding ideals. 
Origins of NHS 
The post-war British sociopolitical environment gave rise to the NHS. Prior to 1948, access to healthcare was mostly based on employment or income. One of the five giants to be vanquished by a new welfare state was "disease," according to the Beveridge Report (1942) (Timmins, 2018). Aneurin Bevan, the minister of health, responded by creating a proposal for a publicly funded health service that would be tax-supported and free at the point of use. On July 5, 1948, the NHS was formally established under the following three guiding principles:  
1. It satisfies everyone's needs.  
2. At the time of delivery, it is free.  
3. It is determined by clinical necessity rather than financial capacity (NHS England, 2023). 
Current Structure and Functioning 
Today, the NHS works as four different systems: NHS England, NHS Scotland, NHS Wales, and Health and Social Care in Northern Ireland. In England, it is administered by the Department of Health and Social Care, with operational direction by NHS England. Integrated Care Systems (ICSs), which bring together hospitals, general practitioners, and community services on a regional level, were established by the 2012 Health and Social Care Act (The King's Fund, 2024).  
Funding is still a problem. Despite being tax-funded, pressures have increased because of the COVID-19 pandemic, growing demand, and labor shortages (Appleby, 2023). The NHS continues to be a global example of universal healthcare despite this. 
Conclusion 
To eliminate financial obstacles to healthcare, the NHS was established on the tenets of equality and accessibility. The modern NHS must adjust to financial and demographic problems despite maintaining principles. Its sustainability depends on ongoing reform and funding for workforce development and digital health. 
References 
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