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Choose one country in the majority world (low- or middle-income country) and critically explore the barriers to accessing good quality, consistent education for children and young people in your chosen country. Refer to national, regional, and international policies and reports; and apply theory throughout.
This essay was written as part of an Inclusive Education Degree for University of Wales Trinity Saint David. This was conducted as part of the Global Perspectives on Education module. The importance of good quality education and schooling has always been at the forefront of most educational reforms, policies and legislations. When looking around the globe, we see profound examples of quality education with different countries adopting differing techniques to achieve this.  This has become more prevalent in the aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic which left many families and children vulnerable, suffering with financial troubles, mental health and school closures. This left those in the education sector with the colossoal task to try and provide support and education during after the pandemic, which has left the world with new challenges to face (Academy21, 2024). Good quality education is not the easiest thing to define, as it is all depending on the needs of learners and the setting in which it is delivered. whilst academic achievement is a major factor in data collection, it is important to consider the other aspects that nurtured through schools such as mental wellbeing, physical health and social needs. Organisations such as The Global Goals.org have names several factors in which implementing can lead to good quality education. These include free primary and secondary education, equal access to affordable higher education and eliminating all discrimination in education (The Global Goals, 2025).  Although this may be common practise in more economically developed countries (MECs), these are barriers that are often seen in less economically developed countries (LEDCs). A prominent example of this is Nigeria in West Africa. This essay will explore how educators, policies and organisations help to deliver education to the children of Nigeria, applying theories where relevant whilst also looking into the limitations and obstacles that they are facing. 
Nigeria is a large and densely populated country in Africa, with a population of over 200,000,000. An estimated 41% of this total is children ages 1-14 (UNFPA, 2023). Nigeria is a predominantly rural country, with a people there having diverse religious beliefs from Christianity to Islam. Delivering educational provision in this area has proved challenging, not only due to environment but also due to some Muslim children receiving Qur’anic education which does not include the necessities of numeracy and literacy. They are also seeing challenges in the infrastructure, with over 400 classrooms being destroyed in northeast Nigeria alone. These factors along with socio-cultural norms and economic barriers have meant that 10.5 million children and not school in Nigeria despite primary education being compulsory and without cost (UNICEF, 2020). Nigeria’s education sector is one of the worst in Africa, that is facing consistent underfunding, teacher shortages and frequent strikes. There is also a significant issue with gender which contributes massively to the data of those not in education, as girls face inequality and are not encouraged to pursue education (Shadesofusafrica, 2025). There has also been a drastic decline in completion rates in schooling, with some of the poorer regions having 27% for junior secondary education and 34% in primary education. These are very low numbers and creates a huge discrepancy between completion rates in poorer areas to the richer areas of the country. This has solidified that fact that there are notable learning gaps between the different socio-economic backgrounds (UNICEF, 2023).  
Nigeria’s educational system is in a crisis, with intervention needed in order to alleviate the issues there are seeing throughout the country. One of these key issues is that of poverty. Statistics show that 41.8% of Nigerians were living in extreme poverty as of 2023. This is an issue that local and national authorities cannot ignore and need to intervene in order to reduce these numbers (World Bank, 2025). This is something that is being focused on with the support of Human Capital theory (1962). Pioneered by economists Theodore Shultz and Gary Becker, the theory views education as an investment measure meaning that educating the populating can on ly have a beneficial effect to the economy. Investing in people and their education can result in them building on these skills, pursuing more career options and ultimately giving back to the local and national economy (Ross, 2024). This theory supports the idea of investing for the future, and if this were to be conducted in the likes of Nigeria it could alleviate the growing rates of the unemployed and the uneducated. This could break the cycle in which many of the young people of Nigeria are born into, as they are thrust into poverty and are limited in pivotal stages in their lives. This however can be disputed when looking at the Capability approach (1980) in which philosopher Amartya Sen suggested that achievements is not just based on what individuals own, and it can be what people want to be or do. It also evokes that an individual’s capabilities can be developed despite being in a disadvantages position (Wells, 1999). Another notable theory that could be seen as beneficial to the education system is that of John Dewey’s Pragmatism. This involves gaining knowledge from problem solving and experiences which is something that can be embedded into educational practises in Nigeria as a low-cost measure – outdoor or sporting activities may be an option. However, infrastructure and other external influences may affect this occurring (Oyenuga Olukayode Felix and Idowu Oladele, 2022). These are three viewpoints when looking into a theoretical approach. As of today, one theory that remains poignant in Nigeria’s educational policies is Constructivism which has resulted in collaborating fostering engagement as they integrate a constructivist-based pedagogy. Challenges still remain with this theory in practise, as assessing higher order thinking skills and that for it to be effective going forwards, it would need more intricate planning as it has revolutionised the curriculum (Gunde Yakubu, Ahmed and Murna DanladiI Iyasco, 2025). These theories all can play a promising role in improving the education and learning in the region, yet these need to be properly worked into the system and the curriculum for them to be effective and serve the needs of the children and young people. 
There are significant barriers that learning in Nigeria faces, which can have an adverse impact on the consistency and quality of education. One of these obstacles is the economic status. The education system itself is chronically underfunded and has led to major secondary effects as a result, such as this leading to a lack of qualified teachers. This then has a notable impact on the quality of the education being delivered (Luise, 2023). This insufficient funding also leads to numerous other hurdles for the young people in education in Nigeria. The lack of funding means that infrastructure is poor and not fit for purpose. This can be due to overcrowded classrooms, poor electricity, dilapidated buildings and technology access being limited. The Nigerian economy itself is under immense pressure which unfortunately means education receives lower investment. A large percentage of families in this region are also considered to be low-income households. This can also create limitations in terms of schools, as they may be unable to afford supplies or uniform. They may also be in a poorer rural area without means of transportation. Ultimately, finance is a significant factor in the state of the education system and further investment would surely alleviate these issues (Sele and Wanjiku, 2024). This lack of finance also effects the number of qualified teachers, which will ultimately affect the quality of the teaching delivered. This quality of education is also influenced by the curriculum which is said to be outdated as well as the resources used, Increasing the budgets can help improve these things and optimising the utilisation of these funds on the things that a necessary for these children to thrive (TrustArthur, 2021). Thankfully, some organisations are set to aid Nigeria and it’s schools. HOPE EDU is one such organisation who has set out a plan to fund a project for quality basic educational for all. They have pledged $500 million in total to help fund the struggling sectors in Nigeria, with education being one. The hope to prove foundational numeracy and literacy for those at primary school age as well as increasing the access to access to basic education, particularly as some schools struggle with overcrowded classes which can limit pupil’s participation. Also, this funding will help with aligning with Nigeria’s educational reforms and strategy as well as improved materials and teacher training (World Bank Group, 2025). This is a promising step in terms of the quality and accessibility of schools, and hopefully further funding will allow it to be sustained and maintain longevity for the future.
Although lack of financing has led to many secondary challenges for Nigerian learners, there is also the matter of socio-cultural norms and gender bias within some cultures in the area. Socio-cultural norms can influence values, communication, attitudes, beliefs and expectations, especially within education. Nigeria has a diverse range of ethnic groups which shape how their societies function. This means that they can differ on their traditions and values which can perhaps hinder the learning and teaching style, as some traditions may not accept certain lessons or certain members or society accessing education. These cultures are also heavily influenced my familial relationships and children learn from those surrounding them. A family that does not accept or support schooling can limit a child’s accessibility and engagement. Finally, there is also a difference in language. Whilst some practise bilingualism, other particularly in more rural areas remain shut off from other languages and indeed other religions. This could present a significant barrier in terms of learning (Njok and Edinyang, 2014). Within these embedded cultures and traditions, there is clearly significant gender bias amongst communities, particularly in Northern Nigeria. These areas are facing high rates of early childbearing, early marriage and gender norms which prevent many girls form accessing and even completing secondary education. Girls in these areas have a 45% chance becoming pregnant by the age of 18. However, a recent study highlighted ten “Bright Spot” schools who were displaying good understanding and practise towards gender bias. The teachers in these schools see themselves as working to improve the education of girls in Nigeria and helping to re-shape the attitudes towards gender (Corin, Naylor and Page, 2019). These inclusive approaches will certainly advocate for better access and quality in regard to the learning – especially for the young girls who could miss out on receiving a fulfilling education. Whilst education as a whole needs to be funded, it is important for children and young people of Nigeria to have equal access, despite gender, finances or location.
Policies and governance play a vital role in the system and have control over many aspects in the school setting. The Federal Ministry of Education (FME) created a foundational document that contains the national policy for education in Nigeria. In this document states the pillars in which the education system should be based upon. These include equal access to education, teacher professionalism and national standards for curriculum and assessment. Although this is promising to read, it is clear when looking into the system that many are falling flat of these aims due to many of the aforementioned reasons. This policy can also be seen as considerably outdated as it was last update in 2013 (Federal Ministry of Education, 2020). The FME is the major governance when it comes to Education and are pivotal in passing policies and reform. Relevant reviews have argued that although the policy is promising, there are political factors which effect how well they can be implemented. Some of the issues stemming from the government include poor continuity occurring when there is a change in government, meaning that policies may not be upheld or expectations may slacken. There is also an issue with inconsistent funding, which leads to resources lacking and infrastructure not being maintained or left derelict. This is evidence of a dominant gap between policy and real-world implementation (CSACEFA, 2025). Good governance is paramount for Nigeria’s educational development as it determines the progress and the quality of human capital. Despite there being policies in place to aid improvement in the system, the success of these policies is heavily dependent on the quality of governance. As mentioned before, inadequate funding, poor continuity and weak infrastructure has a detrimental effect on implementation. But there is also the issue of political instability which can cause tension and create failures in embedding these policies. The weaknesses within Nigeria’s government may prevent the sector from reaching their short- and long-term goals, thus these issues need to be addressed. This can be improved by instigation regular curriculum reviews to monitor what is delivered, stronger investment and consistency throughout the government (My School Insight, 2025). 
When looking at local policies, it is clear that there is an understanding in the need to change and improve education system in Nigeria in order to deliver better quality learning that can remain consistent throughout. Local policies do reflect that they are aware of the shortfalls and want to work towards bettering this sector. Thankfully, there is also international involvement that are helping to alleviate these issues. One of there international organisations is Global Partnership for Education. They have entered a partnership with Nigeria which aims to improve schooling in the country. As well as providing over $300 million in grant support since 2012, they also focus on lowering the number of children out-of-school and improving education delivery through classroom construction and teacher training. They are also immensely supportive of teaching foundation numeracy and literacy. All of these factors will be a fruitful addition and can make an exponential difference to the state of the schooling stem, enhancing the quality and the means of accessing education (Global Partnership for Education, 2025). Furthermore, the large organisation of UNICEF has also provided assistance and funding to benefit the lives of school children. One of the programmes they created is the PLANE (Partnership for Learning for All in Nigeria). This set out to improve the inclusivity of Nigeria’s education allowing all children to access it as well as improve the quality, particularly in regions experiencing conflict. They also established reintegration programmes for those children who were out-of-school. The programme itself has a highly supportive nature with the maim aim of giving as many children access to education as possible (UNICEF, 2018). This is a great step in the right directing, and with the support of a large internation organisation such as UNICEF, it will also spread awareness and understanding, as well as offering much needed funding to key areas. Finally, there is also the intervention of UNESCO, which similarly to the previous organisations aim to support skills, learning and resources such as developing digital technology in schools. They also focus on girls’ educations by creating inclusive policies and safe learning areas. They also build on supporting out-of-school children by offering alternative schooling (UNESCO, 2014). All of these organisations have similar goals in mind and with continuous funding, are able to provide some much-needed aid to Nigerian children who are struggling to access schools and/or quality learning. Although this is heavily dependent on funding, their notoriety ass global organisations and the resources they have access to presents as a positive intervention and creates a higher chance of attaining a thriving school system. 
To conclude, it is clear there are numerous and significant barriers which may prohibit and effect the quality and accessibility to education in Nigeria. Through research, some of these challenges appear to be deep rooted in the country’s culture and society which makes implementing chance more difficult, particularly when looking from an inclusive perspective. These barriers are creating significant limits on children, through analysis of policy and theories, these can be decreased. Some of the major barriers include chronic underfunding, socio-economic issues and gender norms. There are also the disparities present throughout the country such as from the rural to the urban areas of Nigeria. Although tackling these tasks will take some time and greater funding, dealing with these challenges quickly could help thousands of young people in Nigeria. The more pressing of these issues arguably in funding, which can alleviate many of the secondary challenges in the sector and can help improve key elements in education, for example teacher training. There is also clearly a worrying number of young girls not accessing school due to the gender barriers and expectations of young women in the region culturally. This will need to be addressed in a sensitive and effective manner in order to break down the long-standing traditions of certain cultures. Looking into the policies shows the intentions of the Nigerian government and the means in which they plan to achieve their aims. However, they still need to master weaving this into practise and funding what is necessary to that what the pupils are accessing is worthwhile. International organisations such as UNICEF have created successful and well though out programmes that target key issues in the area and will help those who wish to utilise what they offer. The recognition, resource and funding that come with these organisations will certainly help develop the learning and teaching of Nigerian schools and perhaps provide them with better access to a better quality of learning. Looking towards the future, is clear that there is a avid need for change and development in Nigeria’s educational system and the policies surrounding it. Sustainable funding, stronger governance and continued intervention from larger organisations will undoubtedly lead to a prosperous and promising future for the children on Nigeria.
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