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‘A Critical Comparison of the sun in three primary source documents’.
Introduction 
This paper will compare and contrast the treatment of the astrological use of Sun in three sources. It will feature one ancient source from before 500CE and modern source during the 20th century: Plato, Timaes, UWales version, 2000. Michael Baigent, Nicolas Campion and Charles Harvey, Mundane Astrology, 1984. The third source of choice is Johannes Kepler, The harmony of the world, 1997.  
The methodology employed to align with the paper’s aim of a critical comparison, will include a summarised evaluation of primary sources, in-depth analysis and conclusion of findings. As part of the summarised evaluation, a broad context will be offered, focusing on the subject matter, authors, timeline and readership. 
Thereafter, in-depth analysis will be explored on the text characteristics in terms of writing styles, approaches, purposes, language and framing. Key themes, insights or issues will be identified and raised, as part of in-depth analyse of the treatment of the astrological use of the Sun. This includes descriptions of its cosmological, metaphysical and cyclical nature. Thereafter, a conclusion will be reached based on analysis of these key themes.   
Summary
This summary section will include a broad context will be offered, focusing on the subject matter, authors, timeline and readership, as previously highlighted within the methodology. More details will be shared within the follow-up analysis section on the likely implications of these factors. 
The Timaeus
The Timaeus, primarily deals with cosmology, metaphysics and the philosophy of nature. It is considered a late work by author and ancient philosopher, Plato (428-348 BC), as part of his contribution to the Greek tradition of writings on nature, per phuseôs[footnoteRef:1]. Plato’s Timaeus was published amidst a turbulent political climate, including the Peloponnesian War (431-404 BC) and eventual downfall of Athens, that would profoundly shape his thinking in later years[footnoteRef:2]. It’s assumed that he became more aligned to natural-scientific exploration later in his career, which followed a potential shift in thinking from earlier texts like the Apology[footnoteRef:3]. Plato’s readership would have likely been the ancient Greek philosophical audience of his time and intellectuals that later followed.  [1:  https://www.academia.edu/25128934/COSMOLOGICAL_MODELS_AND_THE_PERI_PHUSEOS_TRADITION]  [2:  https://hcommons.org/app/uploads/sites/1000608/2017/06/Notes-on-the-Timaeus-.pdf]  [3:  https://hcommons.org/app/uploads/sites/1000608/2017/06/Notes-on-the-Timaeus-.pdf] 

Mundane Astrology
Mundane Astrology, comprehensive exploration of the astrological method known as mundane astrology, which is the study of how celestial bodies influence events on a collective, national, and global level. Co-authors include three leading professional astrologers, Nicolas Campion, Michael Baigent and Charles Harvey, which first published the book in 1984. It featured an earlier forecast made in 1980, that predicted “the upheaval in the Soviet Union”[footnoteRef:4]. The book’s readership is includes profession Professional & amateur astrologers, astrological students & academics. Historians of astrology & social sciences, political analysts & future trend analysts.  [4:  Baigent, Michael; Campion, Nicholas; Harvey, Charles., Mundane Astrology: An Introduction to the Astrology of Nations and Groups (Thorsons Astrology Handbook), (Thorsons Publishing Group, 1995), p. xii
] 

Harmonices Mundi
Harmonices Mundi explores the idea of a cosmic harmony underlying the movements of the planets. It’s author was a German astronomer, mathematician, and astrologer, Johannes Kepler (1571-1630). His work is influenced by Copernicus heliocentric model, Pythagoreanism and platonic thought[footnoteRef:5]. His book was the third and final volume of Kepler’s series on planetary motion, published in 1619, during the renaissance and scientific revolution. The readership likely included Mathematicians, Astronomers, Philosophers, Scientists, Educated Nobles and Courts. [5:  Dorian Giesler Greenbaum (ed.), ‘Kepler’s Astrology’, Culture and Cosmos Vol. 12 no 1 and 2, Spring/Summer and Autumn/Winter 2008.
] 

Analysis 
The analysis section will include the text characteristics in terms of writing styles, approaches, purposes, language and framing. Key themes will be identified and raised based on how they influence the treatment of the astrological sun.   
The writing style of Timaes is dialogical, questions and answer form, that serves to present different perspectives, interact with ideas and approaches of philosophy. However, it reflects a speculative nature and does not offer definitive, empirical proof of his theories, but rather philosophical speculation about the origins of the cosmos, with the “reflector of divine light”[footnoteRef:6] “drawing from divine fire”[footnoteRef:7].  [6:  Timaeus 38C Plato. Plato in Twelve Volumes, Vol. 9 (translated by W.R.M. Lamb. Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press; London, William Heinemann Ltd., 1925).]  [7:  Timaeus 38C Plato. Plato in Twelve Volumes, Vol. 9 (translated by W.R.M. Lamb. Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press; London, William Heinemann Ltd., 1925).] 

This starkly contrasts with Mundane Astrology, which offers a more scholarly and academic style, in terms of language and structure, using historical sources, astrological texts and case studies to substantiate analysis. As part of their prediction of “the upheaval in the Soviet Union” made in 1980, the authors further explain “to my mind the most important transit occurs from January 1989 to November 1991, when Pluto transits the natal Sun”[footnoteRef:8] Meanwhile, in a similar analytical fashion, Harmonices Mundi, features mathematical and scientific work, with the “sun as the central body” in the heliocentric model of the universe, stating that it is the sources of the “harmony of the planets”[footnoteRef:9]. [8:  Baigent, Michael; Campion, Nicholas; Harvey, Charles., Mundane Astrology: An Introduction to the Astrology of Nations and Groups (Thorsons Astrology Handbook), (Thorsons Publishing Group, 1995), p. xii]  [9:  Kepler, Johannes, Harmonica mundi (chapter 1: The Mathematical basis of the cosmos)] 

One reason for the differences in writing style between Timeas, compared with Mundane Astrology and Harmonica Mundi is found in the likely purpose of the book, which is explore material and spiritual dimension of world, weaving together philosophical reasoning, scientific ideas and mythological narratives. In fact, Plato suggest that certain philosophical ideas about the world can only be understood through ‘intelect’ and ‘contemplation’ and the style encourages readers to think deeply and question their assumptions about the nature of reality.
There are also several key themes identified, in terms of the treatment of the sun. Notably Cosmological, Metaphysical and Cyclical Nature. Kepler discusses the nature of the Sun's influence in his cosmology. He believed that the Sun was the driving force behind the motion of the planets, and his work reinforced the idea that the Sun, rather than the Earth, was the central body in the solar system. Whereas, Timaeus uses the character of Timaeus to assert how the Sun plays an essential role in the cosmological and metaphysical framework of the universe. Plato describes the Sun as “the source of all visible light, and thus by its light, all become clear and ordered in the cosmos[footnoteRef:10]”. This alludes to how the Sun maintains harmony in the universe and offers a ‘role in the creation of life’[footnoteRef:11] Meanwhile, Mundane Astrology describes the Sun as representing the identity and vitality of nations, much like the individual astrology. This is a reflection of the subject matter of the book.  [10:  Timaeus 41b-41c]  [11:  Timaeus 34b-36a] 

The second theme of the Sun’s metaphysical nature is mostly featured in Timaeus where he explains that the Sun does not generate light on its own but instead acts as a ‘reflector’ of the light from the ‘Divine Fire’ or the ‘Form of the Good’ - a metaphysical principle that represents ultimate truth and goodness in Plato’s philosophy. The Sun thus serves as an intermediary, allowing the divine light to reach the material world. In this way, the Sun in Timaeus bridges the material and the metaphysical, representing both the source of life and the guiding principle of knowledge and divine harmony.
Lastly, the concept of harmony and cycles is described by all three books. For example, Plato describes the Sun as part of the ‘cosmic order’ that also includes the Moon and the stars. These celestial bodies, along with the Earth, are arranged in a harmonious system where each plays a specific role in maintaining the structure and balance of the universe. The Sun’s movement is part of a larger cosmic dance that includes the Moon, the stars, and the planets. The Sun and Moon, in particular, are described as working in tandem to create the cycles of day and night, which regulate life on Earth.  
Kepler links musical harmony to planetary motion by drawing parallels between mathematical ratios (the distances and orbital periods of the planets) and musical intervals. For example, he compares the ratios of the planet’s distances from the Sun to musical intervals like the ‘fifth’ and the ‘octave’. 
Mundane Astrology references the principal of cycles as the Sun in the national chart revealing aspects of a country’s identity, leadership and purpose, and how the Sund’s movements (e.g. Eclipses, solar returns) signal important moments in the nation’s history and evolution.

Conclusion
After comparing and contrasting the treatment of the astrological use of Sun across three primary sources, it’s clear there are  
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