Homelessness Harassment  

We have been asked to come up with an idea for a project to create a performance using practitioner’s techniques that we have been looking at recently in our lectures. After a lot of thought and a lot of reading through different practitioners books I’ve decided to use Augusto Boal’s invisible theatre technique. 
We were asked to create a project around an issue that is currently happening. I have decided to create a project based on homelessness. Homelessness is a big thing in a lot of places recently but I decided to focus it just in Swansea area to start with. One thing that has stood out to me is a couple of weeks ago while walking through Swansea I saw two young homeless women arguing. This one woman was screaming at this other woman for being in her sleeping spot. Although this woman who was getting yelled at didn’t know any different and clearly tried saying that she has only just become homeless which you could see by her clothing which looked fairly new. The other woman who was screaming at her really couldn’t care whether she was new to homelessness or not, the new woman then decided to walk away because the other woman started to get more aggressive. This situation stood out to me because why wouldn’t the woman who was angry help the new woman? Why did she feel the need to argue with her? As the woman started to walk away the other woman followed her and kept shouting and screaming at her. This then clearly showed that this woman was being harassed by another woman just because she was sat in her sleeping spot which she didn’t know about. While this whole situation was going on no one in the general public was doing anything. They were just walking past and even walking around them just so they wouldn’t get in their way. There were even members of the public who stood and watch the whole situation unfold. The thing that annoyed me most was the fact that there were police men slowly driving up and down this road just to keep an eye on the drunken people and they weren’t even bothered about this young woman’s safety. Eventually the woman left the other woman walk away in peace and went back to her spot. However this situation always plays in my mind whenever someone mentions homelessness because not are they only dealing with the fact of being homeless they also have to deal with the harassment off maybe the public or even off the people that they like to stay with on the street. After reading through Boal’s book ‘Games for Actors and non-Actors’ I came across the section of ‘First Experiences with Invisible Theatre’ this section in the book had me very intrigued into how I would use this to get my point across with homelessness harassment.
 I have decided to use Boal’s invisible theatre technique because I feel as if it links in with what I am doing.  Coincidently homeless people tend to be ‘invisible’ in way to the public; I thought it may be good idea to use this technique. My idea is to take a performance to the centre of Swansea on the High Street and have a young woman play the role of a homeless person sitting on the side of the pavement. Along will come a homeless man who will slowly start to harass this young homeless woman, after a while along will come another character who will be playing the role of the member of the public, he will then start to join in with the homeless man because he is trying to be funny in front of his mates that will be watching the whole situation. The situation will build and build until a member of the public tries to stop what is happening, however if that does happen the characters should not come out of character they should just walk away and the girl will walk away to, but if no one in the audience (general public) does anything then the girl will know herself when the situation has gotten too far and will push past the men and run away, the men will then laugh and slowly walk away to. This situation then shows that stuff is happening in front of people’s eyes but it is up to them whether they want to do something about it. However an hour before the performance happens I will need a group of people handing out leaflets around the streets of Swansea and stopping to talking to people about the amount of people that are going homeless in Swansea and what they can do to help. Not only will the group of people speak about the hopelessness they will also talk about the harassment and as a member of the public what they can do to help people in these situations. My target audience for this will be the general public as it will be in such a public place. The main outcome I want for this is for the public to be more aware of what is happening in the streets of Swansea; what actually happens to homeless people because it isn’t just women that get harassed there is probably loads of men to. I want to make the homeless peoples voices heard because many people tend to ignore them and look down on them because they are homeless. 
A part of our work was to take a piece of text in from the practitioner that we are using but also that stands out for us. I took the beginning section of ‘First Experiences with Invisible Theatre’ 
We then had to talk about our idea to the class and explain to them what we were thinking of doing for our project and collect their feedback. 
I got feedback off all of my class and also my lecturer. They talked to me about how they were oblivious about the harassment that goes on towards the homeless people but were very interested in my idea. One thing that got brought up was whether I would tour the project. After a while of discussing this I think that if the project was a success then yes maybe I would tour it, maybe I would start off in small cities such as Swansea but then may go into bigger cities like Cardiff and maybe eventually London. Ffion in my class brought up whether I would switch the roles in the performance to a male being harassed by a woman and I think that if it got toured to other places then this would be the case. I believe I would be able to switch the roles as it would work all ways whether it’s two men, two women or a man and a woman it would work all ways. However Karen brought up whether the performance would need security involved or whether the police would need to know. I hadn’t really thought about this at the time but my lecturer was in the room at the time discussing this with us so I asked him for advice. He suggested that it would be best to let the local police know about the situation because if someone were to walk past and see it they may not do something at the time but as they turn the corner they may ring the police for help, but if the police knew about it they wouldn’t feel the need to rush out. With the security situation we were all a bit baffled because at first it didn’t seem like there would be any need for security because we as cast and crew would be there. If anyone got aggressive towards someone in the cast we would then be able to explain that it is just a performance to raise awareness for homeless people getting harassed. We would then be able to explain to them once they have calmed down that the way they went about it was the wrong way and give them a leaflet on what they should do the next time they see something like this happen. This then would educate them on these situations and give those help and advice on what to do if they see a situation like this occur again. Karen brought up another major concern that I didn’t think about which was whether I would need a permit. At first I thought that I wouldn’t because the piece wouldn’t be longer than half an hour, however after mentioning it to my lecturer he said it would be best to get in touch with the council and find out whether I would need one and if I did then I would have to have one for every place that I would tour the project to if I did tour it. One thing that they did bring up was the fact that I should try and maybe get homeless people involved in it or maybe even just try to come and watch it. They said that I should go and speak to a few of the homeless people in Swansea and mention my project and see if they would maybe like to get involved in it, come and support it and just watch it or I could even get some of them to hand out the leaflets to the general pubic and have them say a short story to the public about their experiences as to be harassed as a homeless person. Social network also got brought up and whether I would have stuff online about it. Once there has been one performance I would like for there to be a social network trend for it so maybe create a hash tag such as ‘#HomelessHarrasmentSwansea’ or something along those lines just to get people online involved to. This then would be all over things such as Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and Snapchat.  Over all I think the feedback I got back really helped me, they brought up questions that I hadn’t even thought about but were key questions at the same time which would help me a lot with my project. All of the class mentioned the fact that they liked the idea of handing out leaflets before the performance so that people are informed about things like this so that when it happens they can think back to the leaflet they got given an hour ago. 
To conclude I think this project will be a success. The process of the creation of this project went great. After reading through Boal’s book of Games for Actors and Non Actors I got hooked on invisible theatre straight away. I just liked the idea of the audience being the general public and them not knowing they are the audience to a performance that is happening right in front of them, this is what it’s like to the homeless people, they are just there while the general public just go on with their lives and walk past them without even thinking about them. I then linked this back to my own experience of the two women arguing in Swansea and this is how my idea all started. However I felt like there needed to be support for people after the performance so that’s where the leaflets came in handy because they will have all the information you need to help someone or to be helped in one of these situations. The outcome I want for this is for people to be aware of the harassment that is going on within homelessness. I want people to notice these things and try to do something about it because it may help at least one homeless person safety. I want homeless people’s voices to be heard.
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