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Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk6516495][bookmark: _Hlk6517218]Use of Facebook by children is part of their everyday reality from a still lower age what brings many opportunities but also risks for them. (Livingstone et al. 2011). Children may be technically skilful but on other side they may not be emotionally and socially enough matured or they will not gain enough live experience to think critically. Children are maybe more technically skilful, but they maybe have problem to find the way how to deal with certain situations as: misuse of personal data or internet bullying.

Background
Facebook provides children with large number of different games, information, overview of cultural, sporting and social events which can support their development in offline environment. Facebook also bring new ways and forms of communication. Facebook is another tool for expending social support, new or existing relationships. Children using chat instead SMS, calls and videocalls which are free and more accessible than by phone. Facebook provide for children space for self-presentation what can help in developing their own identity. All benefits can in some situations also have negative impact, that is why parents need to bring it into consideration as their age, motives and needs. 

Facebook was created by Mark Zuckerberg along with Edward Saverin in February of 2004 at Harvard University. Facebook was initially only available to Harvard students. From 2006 social networking website named Facebook was opened for anyone aged 13 and over. The age limit has been set by the American federal law for protecting children on the internet in 1998. However, many children do not respect this age limit and they register self under false data of their age. Facebook rapidly overtake My Space as the most popular social network in the world and is currently the biggest social networking. In 2018, Facebook had over two billion monthly active users. Active users mean those which have logged in to Facebook during the last 30 days. More than half of them using Facebook on mobile device (Wikipedia, 2019).
Facebook is regular daily stop for many users. This website allows anyone to sign-up free of charge and create their own profiles. Facebook makes it easier to reconnect with long lost friend or keep in touch with families, friends who lives far away. Facebook allows users to maintain a friends list and choose privacy settings to tailor who can see content on their profile. Users of Facebook can share information as: text messages, photos, status posts, feelings, short videos, live videos, voice massages and many others. This content can be made publicly accessible or it can be shared only with single person or among a selected group of friends or family. These users also share information about themselves as: where they study, work at, ages or other personal details. If users transgress, they can be reported and banned from the site. Facebook also allow peoples to make call or even order food. Facebook support group pages and business pages that let business use Facebook as vehicle for social media marketing (Social Media Examiner, 2013).

Purpose
The main purpose of this report is to identify how negative effects of Facebook reflect in the lives of children in order to promote the use of Facebook benefits. Same as in face to face situation children can face risk of harm at Facebook that is why parental restraint of using Facebook is not good. Not every child is exposed to the same risks and not all of them leads to harm. Using of Facebook have also many positive impacts and knowing risks should help to prevent negative effects and promote safe using of Facebook. It is necessary for parents to raise awareness and understand for what they need to be prepared and what strategies, attitudes they need to have towards using the Facebook by children.

 
Methodology 
Target of this research was to collect at least 60 surveys. Number of respondents in this research was 39 children of age category 11 – 13 and 14 – 17. This age categories were chosen by purpose to compare children during different development periods. Children filed out survey in presence of parents at home. Part of survey questions research experience of negative acts and bulling in online and offline environment. 

Ethics
Data was collected electronically in agreement with parents which was chosen from my Facebook friend list. These parents received short survey in email with explanation of research purpose in detail and their role was to pass this survey to their children. Children filled out short survey in presence of their parents. As every parent have from two to four children it was not that much difficult to collect enough surveys. The survey does not identify any personal data as Name, Gender, Address or Phone number. However, privacy is taken seriously, and all data will be used only for personal information for this research.

Result
Children of age 11 – 13 usually spend their time with activities on Facebook from one to two hours during a day in school and outside of school. 
Children of age 14 – 17 spent their time with activities on Facebook from one to two hours during school and time is increasing from two and half to four hours outside of school.

	        Age
Time
	Children 11 - 13
	Children 14 - 17

	
	At school
	Outside of school
	At school
	Outside of school

	None
	1
	2
	1
	1

	Max. 30min
	4
	1
	2
	2

	1-2 hours
	11
	9
	12
	3

	2,5 – 4 hours
	2
	4
	3
	10

	Up to 4 hours
	1
	3
	2
	4


Table 1: Compered time spent on the Facebook between children age of 11 - 13 and 14 - 17 during school and time outside of school. 



Most social media websites and apps require kids to be 13 to sign up. After the gathering of data and information from the respondents, research shows that many children sign up in much younger age. Children of age 11 – 13 signed up and created their first Facebook profile in age from nine to ten where children of age 14 – 17 signed up and created their first Facebook profile when they were much older in age category between fourteen to sixteen. 



Table 2: Age of respondents when creating first Facebook profile.
	
	Children 11 - 13
	Children 14 - 17

	Below 7 years
	1
	-

	7 – 8 years
	2
	1

	9 – 10 years
	11
	-

	11 – 12 years
	4
	2

	13 years
	1
	4

	14 – 16 years
	-
	12

	17 years
	-
	1






Research shows that the reason of using Facebook for both children age categories is very often communication with friends and communication with friends they cannot see. Sometimes it is creating of their personal profile. Children of age 14 – 17 using Facebook in purpose of school sometimes, where children of age 11 – 13 do not consider it as important and they prefer to play games. 






Table 3: Reason of Facebook usage by children of different age category.
	   How often

Reason    
	Children 11 - 13
	Children 14 - 17

	
	Never
	Almost never
	Sometimes
	Often
	Very often
	Never
	Almost never
	Sometimes
	Often
	Very often

	School
	7
	5
	4
	3
	1
	2
	1
	9
	4
	4

	Communication with friend
	1
	0
	3
	6
	9
	0
	2
	2
	5
	11

	Communication with friend they cannot see
	2
	1
	2
	9
	5
	1
	2
	4
	6
	7

	Communication with family
	1
	3
	10
	4
	1
	2
	5
	9
	   3
	1

	Looking for new friends
	3
	4
	6
	4
	2
	8
	6
	4
	1
	1

	Work
	12
	3
	1
	1
	2
	11
	5
	3
	1
	0

	Game
	2
	2
	7
	3
	5
	9
	3
	4
	2
	2

	Profile image creation 
	5
	3
	9
	2
	0
	3
	5
	8
	3
	1








Facebook is place for development of social contacts that is why on the other side it is also place for harm via communication in chat or posts in timeline. One of the factors which helps reduce negative risks is to know how to set up profile privacy and know how to deal with any negative acts. Children need to know that publishing personal details can lead to their misuse. Eight, out of nineteen children from age category 11 – 13 years have privacy of profile secure. Where three of them do not know how to do it and five do not have their profile privacy secure. Children of age 14 – 17 years are more responsible, and they have more skills about setting up profile privacy. They keep their profile unsecure more often by purpose. 


	
	Children 11 - 13
	Children 14 - 17

	Profile with secure privacy 
	8
	10

	Profile without secure privacy
	5
	4

	No, it is not important
	1
	3

	No, I do not know how to do it
	3
	1

	I do not know
	2
	2


Table 4: Setting Facebook privacy of children profiles.




Who is creating negative acts on Facebook? Research showed that three children between age of 11 – 13 years and two children age of 14 – 17 years did up to ten negative acts on Facebook during last six months. Negative acts type of as:

· [bookmark: _Hlk6274685]Using fake profile to trick someone
· Hack into someone profile by using username and password 
· Offending someone in chat, posts, comments
· Misusing someone personal information 
· Sending unappropriated photos to someone (at photos was something bad).
· Threatening someone
· Abusing someone
· Having sexual comments, cues which could be unpleasant to another person 

Table 5: Negative acts on Facebook created by respondents during last six months. 
	
	Never
	Once
	Up to 10 times

	Children 11 - 13
	13
	3
	3

	Children 14 – 17 
	17
	1
	2





Conclusion
Facebook as social media creating for children place for socialization, games, self-expression, education. Facebook bringing opportunities and specific risks for children. Children of age 11 – 13 using Facebook very often during school from one to two hours a day and children of age 14 – 17 usually from two to four hours. Age of children during signing up with Facebook decreasing. Respondents of age 11 – 13 years created their first profile in age of 7 – 10 years. Children using social network environment for what they considered as appropriate to their age usually as additional communication with friends which they can see face to face and communication with those who they want to keep in touch because of distance. Younger children using Facebook also for playing games and older children are using Facebook more for activities related to school. Facebook expending space for communication and relationships with positive and negative effects. Eighteen children from thirty-nine have privacy of profile secured. Result of this research shows that the best solution to prevent children from any negative acts on Facebook is to stay with them close to make sure parents know what their children doing on Facebook and set reasonable rules for using Facebook, help them to learn how to secure their profile privacy, explain them why the privacy is important and teach them how to deal with any negative experience or acts. 
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Appendix 

Survey Questions – Impact of Facebook on Children

Please take a few minutes of your time to fill this quick survey on Impact of Facebook on Children. Thank you!

1. What age category are you?

	


	


11 – 13 years                14 – 17years


2. How much time do you spent on the Facebook in school?
	[bookmark: _Hlk6378197]



	


	


	


	


 None                               max. 30 min.                             1 – 2 hours                    2,5 – 4 hours    

	


Up to 4 hours   
                      
3. How much time do you spent on the Facebook outside of school?
	



	


	


	


	


 None                               max. 30 min.                             1 – 2 hours                    2,5 – 4 hours   

	


Up to 4 hours 
  
4. In what age did you sign up with Facebook and create your first profile?

	


	


	


	


 Bellow 7 years                       7 – 8 years                          9 – 10 years                         11 – 12 years

	


	


	


 13 years                                   14 – 16 years                       17 years 

5.  What was your purpose to start using Facebook?

	


	


School   Communication with friends          
	



 Communication with friends you never saw      
	



	


	


Work                                                           Looking for new friend                   Communication with family

	


	


Game                  Creating profile image

6. Is your Facebook profile privacy secure? 

	


	


 My profile is privacy secured                    My profile is not privacy secured 

	


	


 No, it is not important                                No, I don’t know how to do it

	[bookmark: _Hlk6275195]


 I don’t know

7. How many negative acts did you create on Facebook during last six months as: 

· Using fake profile to trick someone
· Hack into someone profile by using username and password 
· Offended someone in chat, posts, comments
· Misusing someone personal information 
· Sending unappropriated photos to someone (at photos was something bad).
· Threatening someone
· Abusing someone
· Having sexual comments, cues which could be unpleasant to another person 

	


	


	


  None               One                 Up to ten 


Figure 3b: Reason of Facebook usage by children of age category 14 - 17

School	Never	Almost never	Sometimes	Often	Very often	2	1	9	4	4	Communication with friend	Never	Almost never	Sometimes	Often	Very often	0	2	2	5	11	Communication with friend they never saw	Never	Almost never	Sometimes	Often	Very often	1	2	4	6	7	Communication with family	Never	Almost never	Sometimes	Often	Very often	2	5	9	3	1	Looking for friend	Never	Almost never	Sometimes	Often	Very often	8	6	4	1	1	Work	Never	Almost never	Sometimes	Often	Very often	11	5	3	1	0	Game	Never	Almost never	Sometimes	Often	Very often	9	3	4	2	2	Creating profile	Never	Almost never	Sometimes	Often	Very often	3	5	8	3	1	



Figure 4: Privacy of Facebook profile 

Profile with secure privacy	Children 11 - 13	Children 14 - 17	8	10	Profile without secure privacy	Children 11 - 13	Children 14 - 17	5	4	It is not important	Children 11 - 13	Children 14 - 17	1	3	I do not know how to do it 	Children 11 - 13	Children 14 - 17	3	1	I do not know 	Children 11 - 13	Children 14 - 17	2	2	



Figure 5: Negative acts on Facebook created by respondents during last six months

Never	Children 11 - 13	Children 14 - 17	13	17	Once	Children 11 - 13	Children 14 - 17	3	1	Up to 10 times	Children 11 - 13	Children 14 - 17	3	2	



Figure 1: Compered time spent on the Facebook between children age of 11 - 13 and 14 - 17 during school and time outside of school.

School Children 11 - 13	None	Max. 30 min.	1 - 2 hours	3 - 4 hours	up to 4 hours	1	4	11	2	1	Outside of school Children 11 - 13	None	Max. 30 min.	1 - 2 hours	3 - 4 hours	up to 4 hours	2	1	9	4	3	School Children 14 - 17	None	Max. 30 min.	1 - 2 hours	3 - 4 hours	up to 4 hours	1	2	12	3	2	Outside of school Children 14 - 17	None	Max. 30 min.	1 - 2 hours	3 - 4 hours	up to 4 hours	1	2	3	10	4	



Figure 2: Age of respondents when creating first Facebook profile.

Children 11 - 13	below 7 years	7 - 8 years	9 - 10 years	11 - 12 years	13 years	14 - 16 years	17 years	1	2	11	4	1	0	0	Children 14 - 17	below 7 years	7 - 8 years	9 - 10 years	11 - 12 years	13 years	14 - 16 years	17 years	0	1	0	2	4	2	1	



Figure 3a: Reason of Facebook usage by children of age category 11 - 13

School	Never	Almost never	Sometimes	Often	Very often	7	5	4	3	1	Communication with friend	Never	Almost never	Sometimes	Often	Very often	1	0	3	6	9	Communication with friend they never saw	Never	Almost never	Sometimes	Often	Very often	2	1	2	9	5	Communication with family	Never	Almost never	Sometimes	Often	Very often	1	3	10	4	1	Looking for friend	Never	Almost never	Sometimes	Often	Very often	3	4	6	4	2	Work	Never	Almost never	Sometimes	Often	Very often	12	3	1	1	2	Game	Never	Almost never	Sometimes	Often	Very often	2	2	7	3	5	Creating profile	Never	Almost never	Sometimes	Often	Very often	5	3	9	2	0	
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