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The book under review is a critical edition of a 10th Century CE Arabic treatise on geography and cartography by an unknown author. The mysterious manuscript with wonderful illustrations was discovered in 2000 and led to a first of its kind study and translation of the treatise by the same authors in 2014. The authors, Emily Savage-Smith and Yossef Rapoport, who both have fascinating backgrounds in Islamic science and societies respectively, felt that a mere translation of such an important text would not be enough to understand its contextual importance, they thus started work on a critical edition of the treatise. This book, therefore, is a build-up on the last edition and is a welcome addition to the study of the history of cartography and medieval Arab history. The two authors have written separate chapters, but they have been referred to herein collectively in the plural as ‘the authors’. 
[bookmark: _Hlk22306826][bookmark: _Hlk22306839]Aptly called “Kitāb Gharāʾib al-Funūn wa- Mulaḥ al-ʿUyūn” which loosely translates to  ‘The Book of Curiosities of the Sciences and Marvels for the Eyes’ (the book translates it as ‘eye’ in the singular), the original treatise in Arabic contained 10 chapters on the Celestial Heavens moving downwards to cover the Earth in 25 chapters, giving interesting insight to the wealth of information on astrology, cosmology and geography available to the 11th Century Arab. It also contains descriptions of the inhabitants of the various lands, some personally surveyed by the author, and their characteristics and traditions, as also stories of fantastical creatures and beasts in far off lands. However, the most important feature of this treatise are its maps, making it one of the most important manuscript-finds for Islamic cartography.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Since the author of the original treatise was unknown, the authors of ‘Lost Maps of the Caliphs’ have tried to infer from its contents that it was someone very close to the Fatimid state and its network of du’āt (dāī: missionary; plural du’āt), most probably a mapmaker. Future discoveries might provide more information on the relationship between the author and the Fatimid dā’wah (lit. the mission or the call), although it is very possible that the author was nothing but an informed believer, with a penchant for travel. This is supported by the lack of quotations from the Qurān, the Hadīth and Fatimid books of Faith. The authors point out that there are similarities in the cosmological structure of this treatise and the Epistles of the Brethren of Purity, though they have not been quoted or named in the treatise. They have also, throughout the book, pointed towards the inclusion, apart from the apparent Arab-Islamic sources upon which the author has based his work, of Greek, Persian, Indian and Coptic sources. 
[bookmark: _Hlk22306912]The present study contains 10 chapters, the first containing a thrilling account of how the manuscript was discovered and how it reached the Bodleian. The chapter provides glimpses into why scholars were initially reluctant to accept the ‘The book of Curiosities’ and how after careful study most of them accepted its authenticity. The authors have also dated the original book as well as this present manuscript. The next 8 chapters are a study of the treatise, while the last chapter assesses the importance of this treatise in the Islamic geographical tradition. The conclusion studies the aspirations of the Fatimid Empire, their world view and the relationship between the Ismā’īlī du’āt and the Fatimid empire. This is reflected by the influence they held over the Faithful and the general populace in Fatimid-controlled areas and even outside the Empire. The authors have erred in giving the date of this ‘clandestine missionary network’, known as the dā’wah, as the mid-9th century. The dā’wah is what the Ismā’īlīs call the organisation of their faith, which according to them, is as old as man itself. This is a common error made by many western academics who are not very familiar with the Ismā’īlīs.
The authors have added an informative appendix on Islamic cosmology, which is a fitting introduction for the common reader to the complexities of ancient cosmology, without getting too technical. This introduction is an extension of Chapter 2, which is a study about the author’s understanding of the Cosmos.
As is evident, much importance has been given in the treatise to maps, with Chapter 3 concentrating on the enigmatic rectangular world map, which the authors point out may contain the earliest known record of a scale bar. Chapter 4 is dedicated to the origins of the Nile, which also brings to light the curious western tributary of the Nile. Chapter 5 is dedicated to mapping the Mediterranean, while Chapter 6 is dedicated to the study of 3 important Fatimid controlled areas: Mahdia, Sicily and Tinnis, while Chapter 7 discusses why maps in the manuscript give more details of the Eastern-Mediterranean. Chapter 8 is titled ‘Musk road to China’ which discusses the reliance of Fatimid merchants, not on the Silk Road, but on the route from Sind (in what is now modern-day Pakistan) to China. Much thought has been given to the history and local customs of the local populace, proving the amount of research undergone into writing this book. Chapter 9 discusses Fatimid trade with the Eastern coasts of Africa. The authors draw evidence for this influence from Fatimid coins discovered in 1984, from what is known as the ‘Mtambwe hoard’. They also discuss the curious omission of details of the Red Sea from the manuscript.
In this present critical study, the authors have added few details about other extant manuscripts of the treatise as well, most notably their maps, which show the uniqueness of this manuscript. However, since much attention has been paid to the graphic content in this book, it seems that this book is more a study of this manuscript rather than of the ‘Book of Curiosities’ in general. 
There are a few translational errors, as too minor slip-ups. For example, the book Ikhwān al-Safā which is initially translated throughout as ‘Brethren of Purity’ has been translated elsewhere in the book as ‘Brethren of Piety’. A surprising mistake is the mentioning of Galle as a city in India, which it is not, rather it being part of South-Western Sri Lanka.
The book projects the Fatimid Empire at its peak, as a global player, with its strength lying on its vast maritime reach, whether through its navy or through its fleet of merchant ships. This gave the Fatimid state a leverage in forging relations with other empires. It gives insight into the trade routes frequented by the merchants, not only in the Mediterranean Sea, but also all the way east to China, giving a complete picture of global trade routes at this juncture in history. The book also changes the common narrative of the introduction of Islam into Eastern Africa, clearly showing that the Fatimids had excellent knowledge of the East African coast much before it was thought that the Arabs had made contact with it. Also interesting is the land route through the Fatimid controlled Sind through Northern India, Nepal, Tibet and onwards to China (which the authors call ‘Musk Road’) challenging the importance of the Silk Road or the sea route through the Malacca Straits, while shedding new light on Sino-Indian trade. 
The authors have done an excellent job of extracting and presenting in an easy to understand manner information which otherwise would have been lost. By giving chronological and historical context to the wealth of information in the maps and its accompanying text, the authors have successfully brought alive a long-lost time and its people. 
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