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[bookmark: _Hlk100348545]The early twentieth century in Ireland is a tapestry of varied organisations and prominent people. The intertwining of ideas and names and their aims is hard to unravel. The change in destiny happened with the Anglo-Irish treaty which was signed on the 6th of December 1921. The Treaty did not stop the troubles as was hoped but led to a split in the politics. Two names that appear often are Ěamon de Valera and Michael Collins. They both wanted an Ireland independent from the Crown and, in the beginning, worked together for this. 

[bookmark: _Hlk100126222][bookmark: _Hlk99904022][bookmark: _Hlk100313565][bookmark: _Hlk100070042]Some people in Ireland did not want to be ruled by the British Crown and fought hard over a long period of time to achieve an independent Republic of Ireland. The culmination of which caused the Easter Rising of 24 April 1916. There were seven signatories on the declaration, but an estimated 1600 people were involved.[footnoteRef:1] Two people who were involved but not signatories were Ěamon de Valera and Michael Collins. Ěamon de Valera was the centre of Irish politics from 1917 until 1959[footnoteRef:2] and he had two terms as the Irish President.[footnoteRef:3] Michael Collins was a negotiator for the peace treaty of 1921 and one of the signatories.[footnoteRef:4] Ěamon de Valera did not think that the treaty went far enough.[footnoteRef:5] The two men had the common goal of a united Ireland but different ideas about how to get there.  [1:  Conor Kostik and Lorcan Collins, THE EASTER RISING. A Guide to Dublin in 1916 (Dublin: THE O’BRIAN PRESS DUBLIN, 2009).]  [2:  Ronan Fanning, review of ‘Eamon de Valera: A Will to Power’, by Brian Girvin, Reviews in History, 2016 <https://doi.org/10.14296/RiH/2014/2001>.]  [3:  Fanning.]  [4:  David Torrance, ‘The Anglo-Irish Treaty, 1921’, 2022 <https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9260/> [accessed 3 April 2022].]  [5:  Julia Walsh, ‘Eamon de Valera and the Rivalry That Led to War’, The Histories, 9.1, 14.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk100065688][bookmark: _Hlk100303032]After the Easter Rising of 1916. The people of the city of Dublin who had, at first, been against the rebels that started the troubles, were now sickened by the harsh response of the British army. The 1918 election saw the popularity of Sinn Féin, on the rise. Sinn Féin as an organisation started with Arthur Griffith[footnoteRef:6] in 1905. The name translates as “Ourselves Alone”. Griffith thought that withdrawing Irish representatives from Westminster and having an Irish parliament in Dublin, whilst also retaining the Queen as head of state would appeal to the nationalists and the unionists. Griffith had a close association with the Irish Republican Brotherhood and there were Sinn Féin members in the IRB.[footnoteRef:7] Arthur Griffith did not know about the rebellion to begin with and was upset with the leaders for not letting him know. He got a message to the leaders held up in the General Post Office to join them, but they said he was far more valuable to them as a journalist on the outside[footnoteRef:8] in the 1918 Westminster Elections, Sinn Féin won 73 of the 105 Irish votes in the House of Commons.[footnoteRef:9] They did not want to recognise a link to the crown so pledged to an independent Irish assembly.[footnoteRef:10] Sinn Féin held a parliament in Dublin 1919 and invited other parliamentarians. For the two hours it was in session, it was not well attended, Ěamon de Valera was elected Priomh Aire, prime minister. He said he had been voted on because Sinn Féin were going to focus on international recognition of Ireland as an independent republic.[footnoteRef:11] During this, the first Dáil meeting. He chose his cabinet.[footnoteRef:12] During the meeting British security forces were attacked.[footnoteRef:13] This escalated the War of Independence.[footnoteRef:14] In 1920 Westminster granted home rule to Ireland giving a parliament in the North and the South of Ireland with Britain remaining sovereign.[footnoteRef:15] The home rule, bill had already been passed in Westminster through the hard work of John Redmond, a nationalist, amongst others in 1914 but was delayed because of the great war.[footnoteRef:16]  [6:  Leaders and Men of the Easter Rising: Dublin 1916, ed. by F.X Martin (London: METHUEN & CO LTD, 1967). P57]  [7:  F.X Martin.]  [8:  F.X Martin. P64]  [9:  ‘CBP-9260.Pdf’ <https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9260/CBP-9260.pdf> [accessed 1 April 2022].]  [10:  Houses of the Oireachtas, ‘History of Parliament in Ireland – Houses of the Oireachtas’, 2020, Ireland <https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/visit-and-learn/history-and-buildings/history-of-parliament-in-ireland> [accessed 5 April 2022].]  [11:  Fanning.]  [12:  T. Ryle Dwyer, Big Fellow, Long Fellow (Dublin: Gill & Macmillan, 2006).]  [13:  Oireachtas.]  [14:  Oireachtas.]  [15:  Oireachtas.]  [16:  F.X Martin. P243. F X Martin.] 

Ěamon de Valera was the prime minister at the time of the 1920s troubles, but Collins was more of an enigma; Several Irish newspapers mention Collins’ oration at the funeral of Thomas Ashe in 1917.[footnoteRef:17] Ashe was president of the Irish Republican Brotherhood and was captured for his part in the Easter rising of 1916. His death sentence was commuted to life in prison in England.[footnoteRef:18] It is said he rivalled Ěamon de Valera in his influence over the prisoners.[footnoteRef:19] While he was in Lewes prison, Sussex, he was in regular contact with Michael Collins.[footnoteRef:20] When Ashe was released from prison, he went home to County Kerry. At this time Ashe was president of the IRB. He had a large following and was being pushed towards standing for election in East Clare. Instead of Ashe promoting himself, he was a firm supporter of Ěamon de Valera.[footnoteRef:21] Ashe was touring the country gathering support for de Valera, when he was imprisoned again under the Defence of the Realm Act (DORA),[footnoteRef:22] He and his fellow prisoners wanted to be seen as political prisoners and on the 20th of September 1917 he went on hunger strike. Ashe was force fed and on the 25 of September he collapsed and died.[footnoteRef:23] The IRB orchestrated his martyrdom.  Sinn Féin now had a prison martyr.[footnoteRef:24] The Irish Independent Newspaper said on October 1st, 1917, that his funeral was more impressive than that of Charles Stewart Parnell (1846-91).[footnoteRef:25]  [17:  Alison Martin, ‘Michael Collins &amp; the British Press’, History Ireland, 2020 <https://www.academia.edu/43672930/Michael_Collins_and_the_British_Press> [accessed 5 April 2022].]  [18:  ‘Thomas Ashe’, Royal Irish Academy, 2017 <https://www.ria.ie/news/dictionary-irish-biography/thomas-ashe> [accessed 6 April 2022].]  [19:  ‘Thomas Ashe’.]  [20:  ‘Thomas Ashe’.]  [21:  ‘Thomas Ashe’.]  [22:  ‘Thomas Ashe’.]  [23:  ‘Thomas Ashe’.]  [24:  ‘Thomas Ashe’.]  [25:  ‘Thomas Ashe’.] 





The war of independence from 1919-21[footnoteRef:26] Britain and Ireland were ready to negotiate. Just as the fighting had gone on before and after the war of independence so had the peace negotiations. The time was right and Ěamon de Valera, as the Irish Prime minister, sent a delegation to London to negotiate the deal. Michael Collins was one of the delegates. The Anglo-Irish treaty was signed on the 6th of December 1921 in London. The signing brought an end to the Irish war of independence that had gone on since 1919.[footnoteRef:27] [26:  John Dorney, ‘The Irish War of Independence – A Brief Overview – The Irish Story’ <https://www.theirishstory.com/2012/09/18/the-irish-war-of-independence-a-brief-overview/#.Yk6SQijP23A> [accessed 7 April 2022].]  [27:  Dorney.] 

Michael Collins, along with the other delegates, could see that this was the best deal they were going to get for the time being. Ěamon de Valera, was not happy with the decision of his delegates and resigned. There was a vote and most of the people of Ireland were in favour of the treaty, but it caused the Irish civil war. The war was brutal with many atrocities being committed on both sides. People like Collins and de Valera who had worked together were now on opposing sides. 
Michael Collins was murdered by anti-treaty forces in Béal na mBláth, county Cork. it has been suggested Michael was in Cork to meet with the anti-treaty leaders to form a truce. Nobody knows why Collins went against advice from his trusted friends and his death is still not explained.[footnoteRef:28] Collins born on the 16 October 1890. The youngest of eight children. His father was in the IRB so would have shaped the life of Collins. His rise to the top of Irish politics shows the strength and character of the man and his very strong beliefs in the “old Ireland”, he only lived for 32 years but achieved so much that is still shaping Ireland. He had a book published the year he died. ‘The Path to Freedom’ by General Michael Collins.[footnoteRef:29] They are notes that he probably hoped to speak during his rallies. One paragraph seems to explain his point on the treaty. [28:  Dwyer.]  [29:  Michael Collins, The Path to Freedom (Dublin : Talbot Press, 1922) <http://archive.org/details/pathtofreedom00colluoft> [accessed 8 April 2022].] 

“No geographical barrier could have succeeded in dividing Ireland. The four or six counties are not counties of Great Britain ; they are counties of Ire- land. While Britain governed Ireland the North- East could remain apart, she giving allegiance where we gave revolt. Once England surrenders her right to govern us (as she has done under the Treaty) she surrenders her power to divide us. With the British gone the incentive to division is gone. The fact of union is too strong to be interfered with without the presence of the foreigner bent on dividing us. With the British gone the Orange- man loses that support which alone made him strong enough to keep his position of domination and isolation. Without British support he becomes what he is, one of a minority in the Irish Nation. His rights are the same as those of every Irishman, but he has no rights other than those.”[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Collins.] 


After the death of Collins William Thomas Cosgrave took charge of the pro-treaty movement. In September 1933 the joining of a few political parties made the Fine Gael party. It translates as ‘Irish Race’ or ‘Gaelic Nation’. This legacy of Collins helped to bring a mediocre form of stability into Irish politics.
[bookmark: _Hlk100350524]Ěamon de Valera was born on the 14th of October 1882 in America to an Irish mother. He grew up in Ireland being taken care of by his uncle and gran. He was probably illegitimate as there is no record of his mother’s marriage certificate. He had a scholarship to attend further education and proved very adept in his studies. He was a promoter of education and was hoping to make Dublin a place of higher education by searching the world for the best people.[footnoteRef:31] He was prime minister of Ireland 1932-48 1957-59 and the president 1959-73. He was the president of Sinn Fin the year after the easter rising of 1916 and created the Fianna fail party in 1926.  The Fianna Fáil party dominated the Irish political scene for 42 years. Fianna Fáil means “Soldiers of Destiny”  [31:  ‘Éamon de Valera - Biography’, Maths History <https://mathshistory.st-andrews.ac.uk/Biographies/De_Valera/> [accessed 8 April 2022].] 

Ěamon de Valera and Michael Collin’s were both a huge part of the horrid civil war that was Ireland in the last century. They equally plaid there parts and it is hard to tell wich way things could have gone if Collins had lived.



2

