Workshop – What Makes Civilisation – China and Rome: what did they know about each other?
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DA QIN T.02 : LE VOYAGE VERS L'EST

In this workshop we will examine what the Chinese new about the Roman World and what the Romans new about China. The group will be split into two – group A will look at sections of the Hou Hanshu and Weilüe (for ideas about Da Qin), while group B will look at some extracts from Graeco-Roman authors (for ideas about the Seres). While reading these texts you should consider the following questions:

Questions:

1) What types of information are they authors interested in?

2) How detailed and how plausible are these accounts? 

3) What are the potential sources of information for the claims made (if we can know)? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]4) To what extent might their own cultural conceptions have informed the claims they made about the other distance kingdom? 
image1.jpeg




