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Chapter One – Introduction

1. Background:
Firstly, it must be established what falls under the term ‘drug crime’, this is made up of two categories which involve “‘trafficking in controlled drugs’ and ‘possession of drugs.” (Allen, 2021). This displays what drug crime is but what also must be established is what may fall under the previously mentioned categories. The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 determines that drugs which are considered unsafe or destructive when used incorrectly fall into three brackets being either; Class A, B or C drug. In terms of a legal aspect, depending on the harm the drug could have on a person when inappropriately used would affect the sentencing, if the drug were Class A, then it would incur legal treatment in comparison to Class B and C (Home Office, 2024) . ‘Trafficking in controlled drugs’ can be defined as “the cultivation, manufacture, distribution and sale of substances which are subject to drug prohibition laws.” (United Nations, 2022). Essentially, from this it can be said that drug trafficking is any involvement with the production line of controlled drugs from the beginning to the end of the process. ‘Possession of drugs’ can be defined as having drugs on your person even if they are not your property (Sentencing Council, 2025).

March 2023 until March 2024 saw cocaine seizures go up by 52% from the year before with a total of 28.27 tonnes. Making it the biggest proportion of cocaine being seized since the records started in 1973 (Home Office, 2025). Demonstrating the significant increase over time. There is a large drug market in England and Wales when considering “8.8% of people aged 16 to 59 years used "any drug" in the past 12 months” (Office for National Statistics, 2024). Only amplifying the issue of drug crime, as it appears that illegal drugs on large scale are still able to be distributed to the public in England and Wales. 

Drug crime throughout England and Wales has been a significant issue as the “NCA helped seize over 200 tonnes of Class A drugs last year from across the globe, with an estimated street value of almost £17 billion had it reached the UK streets.” (National Crime Agency , 2024). This does show that there are measures in place to prevent drug crime at this moment in time however, as there was such a high level of Class A drugs that were seized, it bodes the question as to whether there could be significantly more that were not? This would need to be investigated further throughout this independent project. “Drugs [are] becoming cheaper, more potent, and thus more dangerous” (National Crime Agency, 2024). It must be considered if further additional funding may be needed to aid policing, as when drugs are more affordable then the market for them will grow as more people are able to afford them.

2. Research Focus:
This will involve looking at what strategies and legislation have been put in place previously by the government, if they were effective and still in place. What has recently been released in terms of legislation and strategies, discussing what repercussions there may be in the future in relation to Drug Crime. As well as discovering the public perception of Drug Crime and how it can be best addressed.


3. Aim and Objectives:

The Research Aim:
· To critically assess the evolving nature of drug crime in England and Wales and what is being done to address it.
The objectives for the Aim:
· Explore the evolving nature of drug crime in England and Wales through a systematic review of recent literature.
· Identify the current legislation and strategies being used to combat drug crime in England and Wales.
· Evaluate the public’s perception on drug crime in England and Wales and how best it can be addressed.

4. Methods and Timescales:

In the body of research that will be carried out there will be mixed method approach with both qualitative and quantitive data collected. By using both approaches it can offer far more detailed results (Office for Health Improvement and Disparities, 2020). I will be distributing a questionnaire via existing social media platforms such as Facebook. All participants of whom will be sent the questionnaire to complete will be above the age of 18 years old and requested to confirm that they are above the age of 18 years old. The aim is to have 100 people respond to this questionnaire and complete it as it will offer significant data, which will give a better understanding of what the general public’s opinion is in relation to drug crime.

 In relation to quantitative and closed questions part of the mixed methods approach, where participants will be asked a question then below the question there will be a scale of 1 to 10. The participant will need to mark along this scale how they feel regarding each question they have been asked with this metric. Only 1 answer will be needed on this type of question. This will offer quantitive data which can be compared to existing literature to see if they correlate to one and other. On top of this the questions in the questionnaire will be compared to each other. With the qualitative section of the questionnaire there will be open ended questions where participants will be asked for the opinion in detail. As it is a mixed methods approach both the quantitive and qualitative data will be compared against each other. 

As Drug Crime is a sensitive topic to discuss there will be contact details for services for those who may be affected by this survey, at the beginning of the survey there will be a warning of about the nature of the content so anyone who may be affected can leave the survey immediately without completion. This independent project will be conducted between September 2024 until 6th May 2025

5. Value of Research
In terms of the research this would be adding to the existing field of research. When discussing the importance of the research it must be understood that there are challenges in regard to discussing Drug Crime. Due to the nature of the research, there must be careful consideration throughout as Drug Crime is a very sensitive topic. There is the possibility that some people may not participate due to this, however it is more than likely a small proportionate of people of whom the questionnaire will be shared to. 

Public perception is important as the government aim to have a good relationship with the public as when the public have a good relationship with the government, they are more willing to report crimes to the police as they have trust that the police will assist them. In relation to drug crime, it means that the government are able to work in a better capacity. During the current Prime Minister’s first speech he amplified the importance of trust in the government and the aim of the new government to put that back into public, particularly to do better than the previous government (Prime Minister's Office, 2024) This is especially important when considering that the cost of drug crime in the UK is “£20 billion a year” (UK Parliament, 2024). Such a substantial cost needs to be studied further to see if this can be reduced as it appears to be a significant issue.





Chapter 2 - Literature Review:
In this section it will be discussing the purpose of the literature review, exploring the evolving nature of drug crime in England and Wales through a systemic review of recent literature and identify the current legislation. And strategies being used to combat drug crime in England and Wales. Through using a variety of sources such as jstor, google scholar and government documents available for public access. This allows for a context and assists in relation to the analysis later stages of this documents. 
1) Explore the evolving nature of drug crime in England and Wales through a systematic review of recent literature.
In the Black Review Part 1(2020) found that “3 million people took drugs in England and Wales last year, with around 300,000 using the most harmful drugs”. While this does show the number of drug users it also amplifies that the supply must be considered vast production with large distribution networks for drug dealers for there to be a substantial number of people to be using both less harmful and most harmful drugs. 

[bookmark: _Int_SwNolz37][bookmark: _Int_jkJcdprK]Not only this but as per the Black Review Part 2 (2021) the national government allowed all decisions regarding drug treatments to be managed by local councils, with lack of overall standards. What is in place shows no want for any services to unite together. Due to this it worsens the blow of budget cuts in local communities since drug misuse occurs more regularly in the further deprived areas. This in turn would have an impact on drug crime as the government are systemically unable to help those who are addicted to drugs, in turn meaning there are larger number of people who remain addicted to drugs. Due to this drug crime is not being disrupted as much as it could be as local councils and the national government are not working efficiently. 

The drug supply into more rural areas is a new phenomenon but also can affect those who are younger which are a part of the drug network whether they’re a victim or perpetrator. Also, with technology improving this greatly changed the switch from cities to towns for drug networks efficiently (Harding, 2020)  Local rural councils will need support from the government to be able to manage drugs crime in their own areas as they are having to manage drug crime on a larger scale than before.

A form of which drug crime is thriving is through a process called County Lines. This is where a criminal organised gang would look to transport drugs which are illegal from different parts of the UK to another, through specific mobile phones or different type of communication system (National Police Chief's Council, 2024). It can be said that this is a sophisticated form of criminal behaviour in relation to drug crimes as it involves numerous people in a variety of locations.
 
In areas where there are county lines workings, there can be also be cuckooing as well. This is where a serious organised criminal gang or a person would gain power over another person’s property, via use of strength, lying or coercion. Usually this would involve taking over a vulnerable person’s home to use the property a place to keep/ use as a distribution location/ or create drugs in (West Yorkshire Police , 2025). It appears that this is a serious issue as a result of drug crime taking place. In particular due to there being “42 cases in 2018/19 and 60 cases in 2022/23, average age (of all cases) was 64 in 2018-19 and 64 in 2022/23”  (Metropolitan Police, 2025).  This highlights that there is a significant number of victims in relation to drug crime who are being used, including the fact that there appears to be an incline of the number of cases in relation to cuckooing making it a larger issue at hand. As well as the age of the victims means that they are considered vulnerable and elderly, meaning there is a growing proportion of elderly people are being targeted to be used for cuckooing.

Another way drug crime has been able to adapt is through using modern technology such as social media. The various social media accounts that are online for others to see, that offer for illegal drugs to be purchased. The ordinary postal system used by the public is used to deliver drugs to a purchaser (National Police Chief's Council, 2024). It is important to note that the Royal Mail is a considerably large organisation that is able to deliver postal services up to “99.7% of the population lives within 3 miles of a post office and 93% live within 1 mile” (Post Office Corporate, 2024)  . Meaning if post goes undetected through using the postal service, then there is a vast network for drug trafficking to thrive, as the postal service covers such a large proportion of terrain that it can deliver to. Including an accessible service that if seen in public there would be no stigma attached to the courier, which would be a lower level of detection and lower chance of being caught. There are currently “one in four young people (24%) reported that they see illicit drugs advertised for sale on social media” (Yorkshire & Humber Regional Organised Crime Unit, 2020). Taking this into consideration this would deem children as vulnerable to drug crime, as there is a reasonable chance if a child were to see drugs online for sale, they would be very accessible to them for purchase. 

Children are not only potential victims of drug crime as they are able to buy illegal drugs as previously discussed, but also, they can be on the other side of drug crime involved with the process of drug trafficking. It is must be explained first of all how children are exploited through criminality. This can be through children being paid off, use of force, bullying or coercion. This can involve making children do labour at a cannabis farm or using various methods of manipulation to get children to peddle drugs through county lines networks (Metroploitan Police, 2025). These are aggressive tactics being used against children as they are vulnerable. Particularly when as, there is roughly 14,000 children who are in danger of being exploited due to drug trafficking through county lines (House of Lords, 2025). With such a large proportion of children who are vulnerable to drug trafficking, whenever government look to address county lines and drug trafficking it is essential that policy would look to aid children as they are incredibly at risk and involved with drug crime.

A different aspect to consider when discussing drug crime is the role county lines plays in respect to modern day slavery. Firstly, modern day slavery is where there is “the recruitment, movement, harbouring or receiving of children, women or men through the use of force, coercion, abuse of vulnerability, deception or other means for the purpose of exploitation.” (Public Health England, 2017). With the understanding of what modern slavery entails what now must be reviewed is its relevance to drug crime. County lines is a prevalent issue already however, there are obvious links to county lines along with different offences that involve modern slavery as well as human trafficking. (HMICFRS, 2022). Knowing the connection is there between modern slavery and county lines, it must be discussed the relevance of modern-day slavery plays in terms of drug crime. Any person could be susceptible to modern day slavery as a victim, including some victims who are involved with the drug trade and will be made to labour under cannabis farmers, different people would be made to deliver or trade drugs. This would be considered a major issue in relation to legislation as when managing drug crime, especially as modern slavery is considered to be “a human rights issue” (University of Oxford., 2024). In 2023 there 17,004 cases of possible modern-day slavery in the UK (Home Office, 2024). Of these it is unknown how many are in connection to county lines or drug crime, but as it’s known there is a connection it drugs crime could influence modern day slavery on a large scale.

Synthetic drugs are another issue in relation to how the drug market is able to adapt and survive. Synthetic drugs are very affordable and hardly detectable, it’s hard to gauge any leverage or watch over them in terms of the public. Synthetic drugs can be taken into prisons without detection (University of Bath, 2025). Having any level of control over synthetic drugs will be questionable there is very little that can be done in terms of detection. Synthetic drugs are able to be created anywhere without it being necessary to have a big scale in terms of farming drugs, as such it is simpler and less expensive for drug traffickers to create and then sell (United Nations, 2025). With synthetic drugs having less barriers in both detection and creation, it means drug traffickers would have a greater chance of not being held accountable should they have involvement with synthetic drugs.
Following the observations and recommendations of Dame Carol Black the government looked to create a new strategy that would tackle the laid-out issues in relation to drug networks and needs. Through giving people treatment and recovery, with also harder action towards criminal networks as well as the demands which drives the drug markets (Home Office, 2021). 


2) Identify the current legislation and strategies being used to combat drug crime in England and Wales


A key strategy is the from harm to hope program. Of which, the government across
 10 years aims to push back against illegal drugs and destroy drug supply lines. By slowing down and stopping drugs coming into the country, causing havoc in gang organisations and getting their money. Get a hold of the market and preventing drugs going into prisons (Home Office , 2022). From this it is clear to see that government aim to have a significant impact on the drug trade in England and Wales.
This can be seen considering as a part of the previously discussed 10-year drug strategy, the government will invest £300 million during 3 years to help make it much tougher for serious organised groups that are work with drugs be able to function. Offering a large proportion of assistance towards working against drug crime (House of Lords, 2021). It’s clear to see that the government were following through with a large investment into combatting against drug crime on a vast scale. 

Another part of the governments programs was to give every local authority an extra £780 million to help revive the network involved with drug aid and its recovery scheme. As well as offering a much higher funding for the poorest communities throughout England (Public Health, 2022). It does appear that the government are looking to commit public funding into drug prevention schemes as a strategy to combat drug crime. Not only this but looking to put into funding into deprived areas as this is where drug crime thrives at its highest. Considering in London there are “Drugs and weapons offences are 2.5 times more prevalent in the most income-deprived 10% of areas compared to the least income-deprived 10%.” (Trust For London, 2024). Meaning the government does appear to be knowing where the issue is in relation to drug crime but whether its successful or not is another matter.

Another strategy introduced by the government was Project ADDER. The goal was the lower crime in relation to drugs, drug death as well as drug usage, the programme had a guided view to work with both the police and a wider variety of programmes, advanced treatment and recovery assistance. This involved both housing and job assistance (Home Office, 2025).


A strategy against recreational drug users will mean they would get fined and have the possibility of having their passport as well as driving licences taken away should they get caught with drugs like cannabis or cocaine (Home Office, 2022). This does offer a deterrent for some but for those who are addicted to drugs may be unable to stop and may be in possession of drugs and be caught leading to lose the privilege of having a passport, as opposed to receiving help.

There is not any legal involvement in the production of drugs and even being in possession with controlled drugs is considered a criminal offence. In the Drugs Act 2005, it mainly handles controlled drugs which helps for anti-social behaviour orders for scenarios in which a person’s behaviour has been influenced through drug misuse or different prescribed influences.

The legislation regarding legal highs is the Psychoactive Substances Act 2016 which states it is an offence “to produce, supply, offer to supply, possess with intent to supply, possess on custodial premises, import or export psychoactive substances; any substance intended for human consumption that is capable of producing a psychoactive effect”. 

Labour is looking to stop crime in doing so offer younger people the greatest chance to do well. It will be a 10-year young futures scheme, combining a variety of associations and people to help younger people. Such as a national scheme with young future hubs, those in the mental health and youth worker sectors, to deal with the large problem of younger people’s mental health, offering younger people the greatest chance to go on in life, preventing them going towards crime. Labour will also bring in a children’s exploitation offence, which is set to go after gangs that pray on the youth to groom into a life of aggression and crime (Labour, 2024). Labour do appear to be appropriately an aspect of drug crime as helping people while they’re still children can help them before they’re influenced by criminal behaviour such as drug crime. But also, stopping gangs from the offset not allowing the connection the gangs may get otherwise with children means not only helping the children who are victims being exploited. It does mean gangs will not be able to operate accordingly as they have less support without children.


In terms of sentencing a person could receive a maximum sentence in prison for 7 years with an unlimited fine or even both should a person; have psychoactive substances and they are looking to supply. Create their own psychoactive substances, trade or give out psychoactive substances. (UK Government , 2025). This is a significant sentence in place with a reasonable deterrent for an ordinary person however, for hardened criminals this may not be a tough enough sentence and worth the risk and reward for drug crime. 


To conclude this chapter, there is still a need for further empirical research as there is a gap in existing studies in relation to data offering opinion in terms of the public’s perception of drug crime. Now what must be conducted is a methodology chapter to continue this research.


Chapter 3 - Methodology
Introduction

In this chapter it will show the methodology to be used to look at the objectives that were set out in this dissertation. Assessing the evolving nature of drug crime in England and Wales and evaluating public perceptions, through the using the structure model of the research onion.  This involves picking in order a “philosophy, Approach to theory development, methodological choice, strategies, time horizon and procedure and techniques” (Saunders, Lewis, & Adrian, 2023). There will be a mixed-methods questionnaire, collecting quantitive and qualitative data, which works with the research aim and objectives, also addressing the delicate nature of drug crime. The methodology guarantees that there is continuity through the use of the provided research design, aiming for 100 respondents and analysing the data provided in both Microsoft Excel and Microsoft Word.

1. Research Philosophy

The philosophy that will be used throughout the research to be carried out is epistemology. epistemology is a theory for information, taking into consideration what is known. Following pathways to knowledge (University of Sheffield, 2025). Along with epistemology there will be a pragmatic approach combined, pragmatism includes making decisive calls in terms of what will suit the situation, when there are answers from questions that being observed as it allows those with the pragmatic view to carry out research in inventive and dynamic forms to look for answers to the research at hand (University of Nottingham, 2025). This philosophy suits the aim as it allows combinations of statistics trends in terms of the publics point of views, considering measurable outcomes combined with perceptions that have been made.

2. Research Approach
There will be mixed approach combining both deductive and inductive methods, this has is to follow the continuity of having stated previously the use of a mixed-methods questionnaire and to acknowledge the research aim thoroughly. Deductive research comes from exact facts, starting with an interesting theory then trials it against data. It aims to shorten down the spectrum available and gives off a more exact entity (Soung, 2021). So, taking this into account, when using the deductive approach this will be apart of the quantitative part, where it will be testing literature linked considerations from the literature review (Chapter 2). As an example with the quantitive questions, to have a multiple-choice question regarding addiction support. Find if there’s crime occurring in rural areas like towns or village as there is evidence that drug crime is moving out of the city (Harding, 2020). This would then go from theory onto exact data, confirming current knowledge. The Inductive application, is the pathway to find a natural conclusion to particular instances or findings. This gives an opportunity to be flexible, allowing circumstances to be as they are and helps create a new theory (University of Warwick, 2016). With this a qualitative part, involving open-end responses which are then analysed to process themes which come from the research such as prevention strategies with no previously thought-out ideas, such as looking for new perspectives from the public, possibly going beyond what has already been discussed.


3. Research Strategy
The research strategy that will be used will be a survey in the form of a questionnaire. As questionnaires are a group of questions that are made to bring data together, the survey is the procedure of bringing data together, combining a breaking down data through analysis. A questionnaire can be a tool for data collection that goes towards a survey (Data Quality Hub, 2013). The questionnaire type will be mixed including quantitive (Likert scales, multiple choice) and qualitative(open-ended) the questions will represent the depth and range of drug crime. The aim is to have a total of 100 adults (18 years old and above) in England and Wales who are respondents, through advertising and sending the questionnaire through social media platforms such as Faceboo, WhatsApp, LinkedIn to gain as many respondents as possible. A reason as to why interviews were not considered as they take a considerable amount of time to carry out, to read through notes made then break down the results (Boyce & Neale, 2006). Whereas with questionnaires they are to be distributed quickly, respondents can take their own time to respond whenever they’re ready. Questionnaires overall save more time are more convenient


4. Choices
The method of choice will be a mixed methods this is where “a mixed methods research design, which is a complex approach, combines both quantitative and qualitative data in a single study or succession of studies (Sharma, 2023). Meaning there is a larger variety of data to analyse once collected. In terms of quantitive questions an example that will be used is with Likert scales would be “How well do you feel you know the current legislation regarding Drug Crime in England Wales? on a scale from 1 to 10 (1 = Very little knowledge; 10 = Significant knowledge). In terms of an example of a multiple choice that will be used “Do you believe the government provides enough support to people who suffer from an addiction to drugs?”. This will then offer measurable data in terms of public perceptions, to be analysed via descriptive statistics on Microsoft Excel.

In terms of qualitative open-ended questions such as “How do you feel the government could best address drug crime in the future?” that will be used encourage the respondent to reply. As a respondent will engage and encourage further thinking and developing information (Cornell University , 2025). These detailed opinions will then be analysed in Microsoft word to look for patterns such as socioeconomic drivers or government inadequacies.
5. Time Horizons
The study takes on the cross-sectional layout this is where studies are carried out of a population that is in one particular moment in time (Wang X, 2020). In this instance it will be collecting data in April until April 2025 a single capture of the public perceptions as well as drug crime trends.
6. Techniques and procedures
In terms of data collection, the questionnaire will be hosted on Google Forms which will take no more than roughly 10 minutes to 15 minutes to complete.

In relation to quantitive questions there will be Likert scales such as “How well do you feel you know the current legislation regarding Drug Crime in England Wales? on a scale from 1 to 10 (1 = Very little knowledge; 10 = Significant knowledge)” as well as offering multiple-choice questions such as “Do you believe the government provides enough support to people who suffer from an addiction to drugs?

In terms of qualitive questions these will be open ended such as “How do you feel the government could best address drug crime in the future?”.

A pilot test with only a few respondents will take place to guarantee the questionnaire both works and is clear. All participants will be over the age of 18 years old, at the start of the questionnaire there will be a content warning, along support contacts in forms of phone numbers and weblinks for any assistance needed if effected by the questionnaire.

7. [bookmark: _Hlk197440978]Data Analysis
For the quantitive analysis there will be Microsoft Excel used for descriptive statistic for example looking for frequencies, means as well as medians using function like AVERAGE, COUNTIF and pivot tables. There will be bar graphs used to show findings as well. 

For the qualitative analysis it will involve manually using Microsoft Word using Braun & Clarke’s (2008) 6 stages for thematic analysis framework below:

Familiarisation: All open-ended responses are taken from Google Forms into a separate Word document as plain text. The researcher then reads the responses that’s been received on multiple occasions to be engrossed in all the data, making note of all the early patterns.

Generating Initial Codes: Responses are systemically reviewed, and parts of the text are emphasised in word with a variety of colours to account for any possible codes. Every part is given a specific tag in square brackets, abbreviating what it represents. For example, “poverty pushes people to sell drugs” would be given a colour and coded as (Poverty) as well as “drugs are available online and easy to buy” for example this would be put under the code (Accessibility). A different Word table accounts every code with all the quotes to look for their frequency as well as context. 

Searching for Themes: Codes will be grouped in possible themes via copying and pasting them into another word document, with tentative them headings. For example, codes such as (poverty), (Unemployment) and others can involve possibly finding numerous themes.

Reviewing Themes: themes can be then arranged by looking at the coherence with the coded data as well as full responses. Such as “socioeconomic drivers” is looked at to guarantee the codes are in line with economic or social factors, merging or divided themes. A thematic map is then drafted in word to show the relationships.

Defining and Naming Themes: Every theme is categorised due to a description in word, showing its scope and relevance. Such as “Socioeconomic Drivers” is defined
 as “public perceptions linking drug crime to economic hardship and social inequality”.

Producing the Report: Themes will be shown in Chapter 4 supported through quotes. This helps combine the themes alongside the quantitive data.

Integration of Findings: Quantitive and qualitative results will be accessible in chapter 4 to find trends.

8. Limitations and Potential Hurdles 
· Anonymity of respondents
· Drug Crime is sensitive matter as people could be triggered by this either in general or from past experiences.
· Due to its nature appropriate questions must be asked.
· 100 people target is a reasonable number limit number

· Counteract these limitations and explain how you get round any practical hurdles. 
· Provide contact information for organisations that would be relevant to assist.
· Ask appropriate questions 
· Contact an appropriate numb.er of people to get enough respondents.

Due to the mixed methodology of the questions included within the questionnaire and the number of participants, from a wide array of locations within England and Wales, providing what is likely to be a variety of answers, my work will have a strong validity and therefore my data analysis will be able to be relied on and form valued research in this area. 
4 Findings
4.1 Introduction
This chapter shows the empirical findings from the mixed methods questionnaire carried out, mainly addressing objective 3: evaluate the public’s perception on drug crime in England and Wales and how best it can be addressed. It also assists objective 1 explore the evolving nature of drug crime through recognising visible trends, as well as objective 2 identifying legislation and strategies through finding out what the public views on the government’s effectiveness. The questionnaire was held on Google forums, which collected both qualitative (open ended replies) and quantitative (Likert scale scores, multiple choice responses) from 34 adults over the age of 18 years old, from April to April 2025, the original aim was for 100 respondents but 34 respondents would give sufficient data. An example of the quantitive data studied then analysed through the use of Microsoft excel can be found below in the form of 2 bar graphs:
Graph 1(Distribution of Respondents by Age Group)
Graph 2 (Perceived Correlation Between Drug Crime and Serious Crime)
[image: ]
Graph 1
[image: ]
Graph 2
The empirical results are split up into 3 areas: Section 4.2 reports and analyses quantitive and qualitative findings, Section 4.3 combines the findings with the literature review, as well as Section 4.4 offers concise views. The data was collected due to drug crime concerns, cocaine seizures being 28.27tonnes (Home Office, 2025). The online questionnaire resulted in a diverse array of adults but there was a younger female skewed sample, possibly down to the topics sensitivity as well as digital availability.
4.2 Findings: Description of analysis and results
(see graph 1)
•	Demographic standing:
Gender: There were 20 respondents (58.8) were female, while there were 14 (41.2%) males.

Age range: 
13 respondents (38.2%) aged at 18-25 years old. 
10 respondents (29.4%) 45-54 years old.
 7 respondents (20.6) %) were 55-65 years old. 
3 respondents (8.8%) 26-34 years old.
1 respondent (2.9%) 66 years old and above.

•	Knowledge regarding drug crime legislation:
Respondents all rated their own personal knowledge of drug crime legislation.
Possible answers: Between 1 = very little and 10 = very significant 
The mean was 4.9 and median was 5, showing a moderate awareness overall.
Scores varied from 1 (4 respondents, 11.8%) up to 10 (3 respondents, 8.8%).

•	Opinion regarding drug crime legislation:
Agreeing with the effectiveness of current legislation.
Possible answers: Between 1 = strongly disagree and 10 = strongly agree
The mean was 6.5 and median was 7.
Showing a level of reasonable support
Scores varied from 1 (2 respondents, 5.9%) up to 10 (3 respondents, 8.8%)

•	Government Support for Drug Addiction:
The public were asked if the government provides sufficient support towards those who suffer from drug addiction.
Possible answers: Yes or No
24 (70.6%) respondents said Yes and 10 (29.4%) respondents said no

•	Drug-Crime Correlation
Respondents had to rate the correlation between drug crime and serious crimes.
Possible answers: 1 = not at all 10 = definitely.
The mean was 8.5 and median was 8.
10 (29.4) respondents picking 10 and 18 respondents (52.9%) rating 8 or above.

· Graph 2: Perceived Correlation Between Drug Crime and Serious Crime (created in Microsoft Excel)

· Locations and Vulnerable Groups:

Location: 31 respondent (91.2%) stated cities, 2 (5.9%) stated towns, 1(2.9%) unspecified.
Vulnerable age group: 22(64.77) selected 18-25 years old, 8 (23.5%) picked 26-35 years old, 1(2.9%) 56-65 years old, 1 (2.9%) 66 years old and above.

· Government’s Long Term-Term Ability
The opinion of the government can lower the drug crime in the long term, 17 participants (50%)

Description of Qualitative Results
Two open ended questions “what are the main causes of drug crime?” and what should the government do to address drug crime?” – these were analysed by the Braun and Clarke (2006) method.

· Socioeconomic Drivers: such as “the cost-of-living crisis” had 11 respondents, “poverty is the root cause” had 28 respondents, “unemployment” had 12 respondents.

· Drug Availability: including “more accessible” had 26 respondents, “cheaper than a night out” had 15 respondents, “easy to get online” had 30 respondents.

· Government Inadequacies: Criticism such as “not enough funding for rehab” had 24 respondents, “too much punishment” had 8 respondents, “tackle poverty” had 17 respondents. 


· Prevention Strategies: suggested ideas were “education in schools” with 24 respondents, 
“Better rehabilitation” with 8 respondents, “tackle poverty” with 17 respondents.

Analysing quantitive results
Of the respondents there was a large proportion of which 58% were female and 38.2% in the 18–25-year-old category as seen in graph 1. This could mean that those who use social media regularly were favoured, which could swing favour for those issues relating to younger people. The moderate legislative knowledge (mean =4.9) shows a clouded public knowledge this could be due to the sophisticated nature of law. The mean legislative effectiveness score was 6.5 meaning there was mixed feelings towards government and its abilities. 


4.3 Synthesis of findings with literature reviews
- the empirical data is in line with chapter 2 literature review, giving insights towards the public perceptions against accounted trends and policies.

Objective 1: Explore the evolving nature of drug crime in England and Wales through a systematic review of recent literature.
Connection: The quantitative urban association (91.2% cities) as well as qualitative.
Socioeconomic Drivers 28 respondents stated “poverty”, this is similar to literature that has been reviewed previously such as Black (2020 and Trust for London (2024). The Drug Accessibility theme for example “easy to get on” is what 30 respondents stated aligns with social media salles and postal trafficking as per Yorkshire & Humber ROCU, 2020 and Post Office Corporate (2024). 18–25-year-olds vulnerability (64.7%) and high drug crime correlation (mean – 8.5) reflect county lines and violent crime links (Harding, 2020)(NPCC, 2024). 
Lack of connection: Modern Slavery at 17,004 cases in 2023 (Home Office, 2024) and cuckooing (Metropolitan Police, 2025) were not prominent in responses.

Objective 2: Identify the current legislation and strategies being used to combat drug crime in England and Wales
Connection: the 70.6% unhappy respondents with the addiction support and
Government inadequacy’s theme for example “not enough funding for rehab”, mirror the literature of on fragmented treatment since 2012 (Blac, 2021).  Moderate legislation assistance (mean = 6.5).
Lack of connection: The literature highlights the From Harm to Hope objective of £780million treatment investment (Home Office, 2021) however, the respondents did not show much knowledge regarding the matter instead pointing out short comings. There was the County Lines Programme’s with 7,000 arrests (NPCC, 2024) which also were not accounted for implying the public separate from enforcement achievements.


4.4 Summary

The Findings show a high public concern in relation to drug crime, driven via poverty and accessibility, as cities and youth (18-25) as points of focus. Unhappiness with the level of addiction support at 70.6%) and punishment styled policies, along with preferences for education and rehabilitation. Showing a disconnect with strategies in place. Moderate legislative support (mean = 6.5) shows mixed feelings at this moment in time. These go in line with literature regarding socioeconomic drivers and treatments gaps but go in another direction in relation to rural issues and enforcement awareness. The small sample group of 34 respondents along with the female and younger biases hinder generalisation.



Chapter 5: Conclusion

The overall aim of this research was to critically assess the evolving nature of drug crime in England and Wales, and what is being done to address it. The specific objectives were to: 
o Explore the evolving nature of drug crime in England and Wales through a systematic review of recent literature;
o Identify the current legislation and strategies being used to combat drug crime in England and Wales;
o Evaluate the public’s perception on drug crime in England and Wales and how best it can be addressed.

Following my systematic literature review and analysing the empirical data from my mixed methods questionnaire, I have been able to address each objective.

Objective 1 - Explore the evolving nature of drug crime in England and Wales through a systematic review of recent literature.

The comprehensive literature review revealed a persistent, adaptive drug trade that is sustained by socioeconomic pressures and by links to modern slavery and coercion. Drug crime has shown a dynamic growth, with 181,421 drug offences being recorded in 2024, a 1% increase from previous years, with cocaine seizures at 28.27 tonnes - the highest it has been since 1973 (Home Office, 2025).
Additionally, county lines, a tactic previously used predominantly in largely populated areas, have expanded into rural areas, further exploiting youth through encrypted messaging (Harding, 2020). Socioeconomic factors such as poverty, unemployment, and mental health drive misuse of drugs, particularly in deprived areas (NCA, 2024). 
New tactics are being used by criminal organisations to support the distribution of drugs in the form of cuckooing (Metropolitan Police, 2025), child exploitation and modern slavery. There are currently 14,000 children at risk of exploitation (House of Lords, 2025), and in 2023 there were 17,004 cases of modern slavery (Home Office, 2024).
The enforcement of drug crime has been complicated through the use of social media to sell drugs (Yorkshire & Humber ROCU, 2020), and through new psychoactive substances which are easier to produce, but harder to detect (Home Office, 2016).

The current statistics demonstrates the sheer volume of drug crime within England and Wales, and showing that these levels continue to grow despite government strategies. Enforcement of offences is proving to become more difficult with the evolving nature of both production, distribution and sale of drugs. Therefore, it is clear that drastic action is needed from the government to tackle this ever-growing and evolving increase and continue to develop their current strategies to help reduce the level of drug crime in England and Wales.
Drug crime growing in deprived areas is something that must be addressed by the government, and it is clear to see that with additional support towards the socioeconomic factors driving drug misuse such as mental health support and funding for housing and food banks, could help to reduce the drug misuse by helping people before they turn to drugs.
The use of coercion and exploitation of vulnerable people by criminal organisations to distribute drugs shows the social harm that is being inflicted upon England and Wales. Distribution and producing drugs is becoming easier for the criminal organisations by manipulating these vulnerable people to work within the process. The age groups of young people and elderly people have been identified as clear at risk groups, and therefore it is vital that more is done to protect these demographics from falling victim to the coercion and exploitation, which in turn would help to slow the production and distribution of drugs, ultimately lowering the amount of drug offences within England and Wales by diminishing the resources being used.

Objective 2 - Identify the current legislation and strategies being used to combat drug crime in England and Wales.

A variety of legislation in regard to drug crime has been identified: The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, Drugs Act 2005, Psychoactive Substances Act 2016, and Modern Slavery Act 2015. These Acts criminalise drug offences, exploitation and provide large sentences as a deterrent to drug misuse (Sentencing Council, 2025).
In addition, there is a wide variety of strategies in place with the goal of reducing drug crime. The From Harm to Hope: A 10-Year Drugs Plan allocates £300 million to disrupt supply and £780 million for treatment, targeting deprived areas (Home Office, 2021). The County Lines Programme arrested 7,000 in 2023, and prison strategies enhance rehabilitation (NPCC, 2024). It has also been demonstrated that funding disparities (Black, 2021) and local council inconsistencies (Trust for London, 2024) undermine effectiveness of reducing drug crime, particularly in high-crime areas.
Research into the current legislation and strategies being used to combat drug crime in England and Wales identified a robust but flawed framework. While there are these things in place, with the goal of reducing drug crime, it is clear to see that more support is needed and that more can be done. While it can be seen that lots of arrests have been made, these arrests must turn into convictions in order to reduce future drug crime. Without the conviction and sentence causing a deterrent, the offender is likely to reoffend, meaning the resources used as a part of the arrest have gone to waste. A strong focus on supporting those with addiction and rehabilitating offenders is required to prevent reoffending.

Objective 3 - Evaluate the public’s perception on drug crime in England and Wales and how best it can be addressed.
To address this objective, I evaluated the public perceptions of drug crime in England and Wales through a questionnaire with 34 respondents. 
Quantitatively, 70.6% believe addiction support is insufficient, aligning with literature on fragmented treatment (Black, 2021). A mean rating of 8.5 links drug crime to serious crimes, reflecting urban violence (NPCC, 2024; Harding, 2020). Cities (91.2%) and 18–25-year-olds (64.7%) were seen as primary contributing factors to drug crime. 
Qualitatively, themes of Socioeconomic Drivers (e.g., “poverty), Drug Accessibility (e.g., “more accessible”), Government Inadequacies (e.g., “lack of funding”), and Prevention Strategies (e.g., “education in schools”) highlight frustration and a preference for rehabilitation over punitive measures (Home Office, 2022). Moderate legislative support (mean = 6.5) and long-term skepticism suggest ambivalence.
The study contributes by integrating public perceptions with literature, revealing a misalignment between government efforts and public priorities. The emphasis on education and rehabilitation contrasts with punitive policies, suggesting implementation gaps in the From Harm to Hope plan (Black, 2021). This supports the Prime Minister’s 2024 pledge to rebuild trust (Prime Minister’s Office, 2024). Policy implications include: increasing local council funding for unified treatment, expanding school-based prevention, and addressing modern slavery in drug networks. Practitioners could enhance rural policing and addiction support in deprived areas. Short-term actions include education programs and treatment funding; long-term reforms should tackle socioeconomic drivers and exploitation, as previously stated, which will in turn reduce drug crime.
Limitations encountered include the small sample (n=34), limiting generalisability, and a female (58.8%) and younger (67.6% under 55) skew, potentially biasing results. Convenience sampling excluded non-digital groups, and the sensitive topic may have deterred responses. Future research should use larger, representative samples, longitudinal designs, and explore rural and modern slavery perspectives.
In conclusion, drug crime in England and Wales is driven by socioeconomic pressures, accessibility, and exploitation. Current efforts fall short due to funding gaps, punitive approaches, and public distrust. Unified, rehabilitation-focused strategies are needed to reduce the £20 billion burden (UK Parliament, 2024) and rebuild public confidence.
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