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Case study Child A.
How does a primary school support a child with Autistic spectrum disorder ASD?
The aim of this essay is to explore the social model of disability and the changing perceptions of additional needs relating to good practice in an inclusive and sustainable teaching and learning environment. Also examining the wide and complex spectrum of Additional learning needs within a multi-agency context. 
This essay will draw in a case study involving a 10-year-old boy (Child A) with Autistic spectrum disorder (ASD) and Attention deficit hyper disorder (ADHD) within my setting.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Firstly, this essay will examine my case study to illustrate how my primary school supported a child with (ASD).   Secondly, my essay will provide an overview of the implications for child A.  
My case study focuses on a religious primary school within a small town built around a strong family community setting, it is a small school with 28 pupils per class with a newly appointed headteacher, child A was in year 5 class (Key stage 2) and it was clear that he needed additional support in many areas of his learning and development.
Whilst working as a level 3 Ta with child A it was clear child A faced many challenges both on a systemic and individual level, it was my role and responsibility to encourage a full inclusive approach for child A. This promoted the best learning outcomes and supported him to transition into secondary school. This developed my own understanding of working with children with (ALN) within a wider context.

Child A has additional learning needs as he has a diagnosis of ADHD and ASD which impairs on his learning.  The Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 states that he “has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others’’ (Act, 2018, p. 3 Part 2 ).  This act places a duty on local authorities in Wales to provide provision in order to promote better learning outcomes.

Signs of ADHD can usually be observed at a young age and can become more obvious when a child's environment changes, for example when they start school. Most cases are identified when children are between 6 to 12 years old. (NHS, 2018)

School first identified that Child A displayed behavioural difficulties when he started attending the nursery provision. Child A’s behaviour appeared to be more extreme than other children of his age and stage of development which also placed him and others at risk of harm.  He struggled to conform to the class routines, for example, he was standing on tables and damaged classroom items. Child A continued to display behavioural difficulties throughout key stage 1. Child A became known to me in year 5 and my role was to support him on a one to one basis. Child A was subject to an ILP (Independent Learning Profile) which had been implemented by the SENCO. An Educational Psychologist completed an assessment of Child A’s learning needs. CAMHS had been involved with Child A and had recently made a formal diagnosis of his needs which the school felt they could support appropriately with the right interventions in place. A multi-agency approach had been completed by education and health professionals care professionals. The school adopted a partnership approach by consulting with Child A’s parents and child A on an individual level.  As a result, a holistic approach was being implemented in meeting Child A’s needs. 

Child A presented as an anxious child who could become overwhelmed by the classroom environment, including larger groups of children. Child A was sensitive to sounds and lacked understanding of his friends’ behaviour and emotions. Child A was prescribed medication to help him on a physical level to regulate his own emotions and behaviour. The one to one support implemented boundaries and supported child A to develop his understanding of classroom expectations on a more social level. 

It was recognised that Child A had been struggling academically and he was falling below the average academic success criteria. The ILP set realistic targets and daily structures to promote a better educational outcome for child A. Towards the end of year 5, Child A’s parents became concerned that Child A had not made enough progress that reassured them that his transition to secondary school would go smoothly or that he would receive adequate support. As a result, Child A’s parents requested an Educational Statement as this would ensure that a support package would follow him through his key stage transition.  A lot of policies were used by the Senior management team and then rules, and responsibilities were passed down to myself in order to support child A effectively using my code of conduct. The Professional Standards for Teaching Assistants (2015) outline great principles which are appropriate to all teaching assistant’s in self-improving the school system. The main drive of these standards is to increase the professionalism of teaching assistants and to place their role within the public eye of professionals, including teachers and senior management, to all work together for a better outcome and inclusivity for staff and children. (education, 2015)

In 1948 The universal declaration of human rights was created (UDHR) it is a milestone document in the history of human declaration of human rights, this gave people freedom of movement, view, faith, ethics and morality, as a common standard of accomplishments for all people and all countries, it sets out for the first time fundamental human rights to comprehensively protected and has been Interpreted in over 500 languages  (United Nations, n.d.)

Located in new York a camp was created for teenagers with disabilities ranging from speech and language, polio, cerebral palsy, these teenagers were able to spend time together and experience what it might be like to live in a world welcoming to them, because of the universal declaration of human rights act in 1944, freedom of speech was welcome and these young teenagers led a disability revolution for inclusivity for adults and children with disabilities, this led to federal regulation changes and guaranteeing civil rights for the disabled.  This changed perspectives and led to massive changes to reform, policies and rights for adults and young children with disabilities.  This documentary was part directed by Barrack Obama and Michelle Obama and was an inspirational story of change, courage and perseverance against the old medical model, stereotypes and discriminatory attitudes. (Guardian, 2020) 

The social model influenced the education department to adopt more inclusive approaches. The Medical model blamed the person which led to a non-inclusive environment for anyone with disabilities.  Historically, children with additional needs were not supported adequately in school.    The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) started a precedent in equality and inclusive treatment of the rights of adults and children with disabilities. The Salamanca statement (UNESCO) 1994 is an updated policy that has developed from the declaration of human rights. In 1994 92 governments gathered in a conference which lasted from the 7th 10th June Its purpose is to inform policy ang conduct action, by governments, national aid agencies and other figures applying the Salamanca Statement on Principles, Policy and Practice in Special Needs Education. (education, 1994, p. 5) These changes 

With the freedoms given to the United Kingdom and a wider call for reform Mrs H Warnock created a report called the Warnock report which is a document created in 1978 by the British Commission of Education in order to support the special educational needs of children (SEN). 
It is named after Mrs H Warnock, a British philosopher specializing in the philosophy of education.  This report took 4 years to create as nothing like this had ever been done before.  The Warnock report is dedicated to children with disabilities, one of its main premises is the fact that all children have the right to be educated.  The Warnock report also aims to promote a model of education, where the institutions dedicated to it, are trained in special education. So, in this way, we can offer an equal service to those people who have Additional learning needs (ALN).
Phycology 2017 states that the Warnock report proposes 5 levels for the evaluation of (SEN) and the care or provision matching to each need, these are, Special educational teacher, counsellors local and regional interdisciplinary teams and tutors or directors. The Warnock
report radically changed education and is still used to this day (Phycology, 2017) to this day all outside agencies work alongside one another in order to support children and adults with disabilities. These are police, teachers, teaching assistants, nurses, doctors, carers, speech and language therapists, Physiotherapists, Phycologists and the list goes on.
The United nations convention rights of the child (UNCRC) is the most extensively approved human rights treaty agreement in the world.
The Convention has 54 articles that cover all parts of a child’s life and set out the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights that all children are entitled to. It also explains how outside agencies can work together in order to support the rights of the child, we use these rights in our school, we have posters dotted all over the school, lessons are  planned around the rights of the child and this helps build confidence for our young children.  Every child has rights, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language or ability. (Unicef, 1990)
The Equality Act protects groups of people from being discriminated against, A child or young person with a learning disability must not be discriminated against because of their disability.  The Equality Act of 2010 legally safeguards individuals from discrimination in their place of work and society.  It replaced previous anti-discrimination laws with a single Act, making the law easier to understand and strengthening protection in some situations. It sets out the different ways in which it’s unlawful to treat someone. (Gov.uk, 2010)


There will always be people who can be disabled by society.  Prejudice, labelling, ignorance. Whether there is a disability, colour, religion, race we are all equal  and thanks to the universal declaration of human rights founded in 1948 people were able to have freedom of speech, experience equality and inclusion and continue to evolve and fight for change over time.  We have moved on and evolved from the old medical model to the social model and continue to assess in order to better ourselves as there is still a long way to go but continue to always make progress to adapt and always learn to support children/adults with any form of disability hoping for a better world with full inclusivity for all,
The social model, policies are forever evolving in the right direction, Child A in an inclusive learning environment enables a more clear and structured future whilst breaking down barriers and building trust between parent and educator. Child A was able to remain in mainstream school and follow on to a key stage 3 setting. It was identified that he would attend an autistic provision in mainstream school setting, the plan is that in smaller groups, one to one support and specialised qualified staff opportunities can continue to develop and break down the barriers in order to support child A and family. The big question is that without the constant evolution in changes in: - policy, staff training, school curriculums, risk assessments, Interventions, outside agency support, Nurture, team building.  We need to ask ourselves, in using the old medical model, where would child A be now?
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