CHAPTER 2: Background Information (2,000 words approx.)
2.1 Introduction (150 words approx.)

· Purpose of the Chapter:
· Briefly outline the purpose of the background chapter.
· Explain how this chapter will set the foundation for your research by providing historical, theoretical, and contextual information.
· This will be looking at your topic in the broader context, do not include themes here, this will be used in Chapter 4. 

2.2 Historical Background (450 words approx.)

· Development of the Topic:
· Discuss the origins and historical development of the topic.
· Highlight key milestones and events that have shaped the current state of the topic.
· Significant Historical Figures and Contributions:
· Identify and describe the contributions of significant figures or organizations related to the topic.
· Explain how their work has influenced the development and understanding of the topic.


2.3 Theoretical Background (500 words approx.)

· Key Theories and Concepts:
· Introduce and explain the key theories and concepts relevant to your topic.
· Discuss the foundational theories that underpin your research area.
· Application of Theories:
· Explain how these theories have been applied in previous research.
· Provide examples of studies or works that have utilised these theories.
· Critical Evaluation:
· Critically evaluate the strengths and limitations of these theories.
· Discuss any debates or controversies surrounding these theories.

2.4 International Context (400 words approx.)

· Global Perspective:
· Discuss how the topic is viewed and addressed in different parts of the world.
· Highlight key international trends, policies, and practices related to the topic.
· Comparative Analysis:
· Compare and contrast the approaches taken by different countries or regions.
· Discuss any global initiatives or collaborations relevant to the topic.
· Case Studies:
· Provide brief case studies or examples of how the topic is handled in various international contexts.
· Highlight successes and challenges encountered in these contexts.

2.5 National/Local UK Context (450 words approx.)

· UK Perspective:
· Describe how the topic is viewed and addressed within the UK.
· Highlight key national trends, policies, and practices related to the topic.
· Policy and Regulation:
· Discuss relevant national policies, regulations, and legislative frameworks.
· Explain how these policies impact the topic.
· Local Context:
· Provide insights into how the topic is addressed at the local level within the UK.
· Highlight any regional variations or specific local initiatives.

2.6 Conclusion (150 words approx.)

· Summary of Key Points:
· Summarise the main points covered in the background chapter.
· Emphasise the historical, theoretical, international, and national/local contexts of the topic.
· Link to Next Chapter:
· Provide a transition to the next chapter, methodology. 
· Explain how the background information will inform and support the upcoming methods chapter. 

**Note** all the word counts which have been provided are an approximate, you are free to decide how this chapter is formed and where you believe the words are needed. You do not need to stick to the headings or approximate word count which has been provided, this is purely for guidance purposes only. 




