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Introduction:
This assessment will go over the scenario of Noah, Isabella and Sammy. It will access the crimes they’ve committed and give them the information of their expected sentences along with giving them advice on how to make their sentence lower or even dismissed. This topic is regarding criminal law which is the very thing that overviews what is deemed as an offence and furthermore the views of the UK parliament and Government will be provided meaning h
ow would this offence affect them what can they do to help in resolving it and such. 
This topic will be answered like such first the analysis will be gone over so what the crime is the people involved and what occurred then it will move into what can be done to help to Noah of those offences and what they could do to fix it or get some aid of any sort.

Case law:
According to University of Exeter, Case law & Law Reports, (11th November 2024) case law is referring to laws that have been established, this can also be referred to as judge made law in some cases. So, what does this mean and why is this relevant well that can be answered simple any crime that can be committed regardless of how small or large they all are connected to case law since a crime can only be seen if there are legal documents there able to label it as a crime which can be difficult since they are a lot and it can almost be guaranteed that not all crimes are on legal documents so why does this matter well it brings common law into play which are laws made by judges that can link a certain crime to an already existing law for example assault there are different degrees that have their ways of being measured now but before when there was assault the definition was a bit vague since assault can be verbal too and then there's the physical segment of assault which is why there is common law to be able to make that connection without it have a serious draw back connecting the two assault though their sentences a highly different depending on its severity 









Scenario:
Noah and Isabella were hosting a party in their guest house for one of their close friends Sammy. On the night in question, everyone had been drinking. Around 3 hours into the party Noah had become quite drunk. He overheard a conversation between Isabella and Sammy and believed that his friends were laughing about him behind his back. Angry, Noah walked over and punched Sammy in the face, leaving a red mark. In defence of Sammy, Isabella slapped Noah in the face.
Stunned by what happened Sammy walked outside for some fresh air and was followed out by Isabella and Noah. Continuing his attack Noah shouted at Sammy “I will make you pay for talking about me behind my back” and hit Sammy over the head with a cast iron ornament, fracturing his skull and killing him instantly.

This concludes the scenario. So, let's see what crimes were committed, first assault Noah punched Sammy in the face, two assault Isabella slapped Noah in the face and three murder Noah hits Sammy over the head with a cast Iron ornament killing him. Since its been made clear that the individuals in question were drunk it does complicate things a bit since that needs to be considered and the fact that Noah committed murder and not manslaughter can also be analysed by reading a little bit back in the last paragraph were he himself quoted “I will make you pay for talking about me behind my back” though this doesn't mean Noah wanted to kill Sammy he did intend to cause him harm grievous harm as he decided to grab a weapon being the cast iron ornament which is why this can be ruled as murder over manslaughter as the definitive difference between them is murder requires the intent whilst manslaughter does not. (The Crown Prosecution Service, 15th October 2024)
What are the punishments for those crimes now what kind of trails, fines or prison time could either Isabella or Noah could be facing. There are various kinds of assaults that it could fall under which also means a lot of acts like Offences against the Person Act 1891, Criminal Justice act 1988 and Crime and Disorder Act 1998 which is in place for the purpose of assisting in sentencing as they will cover the various severities of assault with reasonable punishments to come with. 







Common assault- “when a person inflicts violence on someone else or makes them think they are going to be attacked, involves raised fists is enough”
Sentencing:
· Maximum 6 months custody
· Assault to emergency worker, maximum sentence 2 years custody 
· Assault against racially or religiously aggravated, Maximum sentence 2 years custody

Actual bodily harm (ABH)- “Physical injury does not need to be serious or permanent, minor pain” such as a slap or punch (depending on how serious) 
Sentencing:
· Maximum 5 years custody
· Assault racially or religiously aggravated, Maximum 7 years custody 

Grevious bodily harm (GBH)- “Broken bone or bones, potential permanent disability as a result, can also be sexual assault”
Sentencing:
· Maximum 5 years custody
· Assault Racially or religiously aggravated, Maximum 7 years custody
· Assault with intent to cause grievous bodily harm, Maximum sentence life imprisonment
 (Sentencing Council, 2025)
Murder sentence:
· If found guilty a court must give life sentence to the guilty.
(Prisons and Probations, 2025)











Now to see what kind of sentences the two could be facing starting with Isabella since she only has one offence 

Isabella guilty of Actual bodily harm her sentence could be a maximum of five years however due to the circumstances of her committing it is highly unlikely that she would be given the maximum it would most likely be around the two months region due to her no committing this to try and hurt Noah but protect Sammy who was more seriously assaulted it would be far more likely that Isabella doesn't even get charged as she was attempting to separate the two after a potential misunderstanding since it wasn't verified that her and Sammy were speak ill of Noah behind his back means that Noah meaninglessly escalated a situation due to his drunken state. Furthermore, it is known that Isabella too was in a drunken state so how does this affect her sentence well being drunk doesn't help nor does it hinder her due to being drunk or intoxicated is not a defence for the reckless behaviour that comes next. (Kang and Co Solicitors, January 9th, 2025)





























So, a conclusion for Isabella she will be fine and most likely not even charged however her testimony will be necessary due to the severity of Noah's crimes.

Speaking of which what charges is Noah facing and will he have as easy of a time as Isabella? In short no he is facing a total of total of three charges first being ABH punching Sammy to start a conformation wasn't favourable to Noah in which he can face up to five years maximum for that single charge which drunken assault isn't favourable nor does it help his case though it's the later offences that lead to this most definitely being between 2-5 years for that charge and due to the little knowledge given regarding this scenario its only known what they were doing and what was done and not the mental health state of individuals as if there was more information provided Noah could plea insanity which still would be stretching it since its unknown beside him thinking people were laughing at him being the supporting evidence. 

Further charges are as follows GBH and murder which starting with the less punishable one GBH he could receive between a life sentence and five years which would be dependent on the testimonies if they are given as was then his threat toward Sammy would make him a contender for the life sentence as it proves the intent to harm and him wielding a weapon cast iron ornament would be the justification for the severity of it. Last and final charge murder though yes Noah did not desire to kill Sammy he shown intent to harm him badly since he decided to further assault Sammy with a weapon which resulted in Sammys skull fracture and death which brings the end of the scenario what happened later is unknown whether Noah further kept hitting Sammy or whether he back down after realising what he’s done in which case this does result in him receiving a life sentence from this on top of potentially another life sentence depending on the testimonies given by witnesses and Isabella and lastly another 2-5 years from the ABH which again depending on testimonies will decide whether it's on the lower end or higher end of the sentence. 

Conclusion 
Noah will be charged with three offences one ABH, one GBH and Murder bring his sentence to a guarantee of life imprisonment what advice would be helpful for Noah attempt of plea of manslaughter as he did not intend on killing Sammy but beating him up instead. Isabella charged with ABH the best advice to offer her would be to be honest when questioned, due to the murder of Sammy in doing so it could even dismiss her sentence but give a double life sentence to Noah as if she lied that could consider her a partner in crime.
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