Choose one witness and answer the following questions: 
1. What is the occupation and social status of your chosen witness?
2. What is their relationship to the ‘hanged man’?
3. What was their involvement in the events surrounding the miracle? 
4. How did they use the space in medieval Swansea?
5. How valuable do you think their testimony is?

At the time of her testimony, Lady Mary de Briouze was the widow of lord baron William de Briouze. As a noblewoman, she would have had certain protections and probably held the role of forming political alliances and managing estates. Despite their vital roles in society, ladies still operated within a system where men were technically considered their ‘lords’ because of the patriarchal society that we are still arguably living in to this day. 
From my reading on the Medieval Swansea website, I do not believe that lady Mary de Briouze had any prior relationship to William Cragh, the ‘hanged man’, however she did have a fascination with him and wanted her husband to spare him before he was hanged. She also asked to keep him after he died and even prayed for him to come back to life with the promise that he would be able to worship God. 
[bookmark: _Int_Cj1BlGmD]The land where William Cragh was captured was in Swansea, in “the region of Gower, in the diocese of St Davids” which was a part of the region that was under legislation by Lady Mary de Briouze’s husband, lord baron William de Briouze. Before William Cragh was hanged, Lady Mary de Briouze had apparently asked her husband if he would spare him and the two men, or “brigands,” that were to be hanged alongside Cragh however her husband denied her request. After the gossip surrounding Cragh’s hanging had reached lord baron William, lady Mary asked her husband again if she could have William Cragh because she believed that he was alive. Lord baron William did not immediately give in to her request until he heard about the gossip in person, at which point he allowed his wife to have him in “such condition as he was” and then ordered for him to be “taken down from the gallows”  so that he could be buried at the Chapel of Blessed John. Cragh however, was not buried at the Chapel of Blessed John and was instead carried to the locality of Swansea. When lady Mary de Briouze heard this, she and her handmaidens and even the men standing at the time decided to pray, asking the St. Thomas de Cantilupe to ask God if William Cragh could be returned to life so that he could serve God there. She prayed to St Thomas de Cantilupe because she had heard many times that God performs miracles through him. While giving her testimony, lady Mary de Briouze was asked if she had any knowledge on or reason to believe whether it was possible for William Cragh to have come back to life without divine intervention and she explained that she did not believe it to be possible without being “a divine miracle above nature.” 
I don't quite understand how to answer the question ‘how did they use the space in medieval Swansea?’ because I am not sure what is meant by space. 
[bookmark: _Int_7qP87qGz][bookmark: _Int_qNlhbmC5][bookmark: _Int_jtdh3LIg]I believe that lady Mary de Briouze’s testimony is very valuable to the story of the hanged man. I think it is vital to have testimonies from people who actually experienced historical events and were then questioned on it because I find it fascinating to see the different perspectives and points of view of the same event. It is also interesting to me to think about why she cared so much about this specific man before knowing he would come back to life but that might just be a mystery to me because there is a chance I did not fully grasp the context of the text written. I also think it is nice to see a point of view from a woman in medieval times because most, if not all, of the other texts that I have seen and studied from this time period have been written or explained by a man. 
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