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Introduction:

Dubai stands as a mesmerizing oasis in the Arabian desert, captivating with its ambition and allure. This thriving cityscape showcases impressive skyscrapers, immense shopping centres, and expansive artificial islands that hold world records. Dubai proudly reigns as a premier global tourism hub and an essential economic pillar. It beautifully blends its rich cultural heritage with rapid economic advancements (Anthonisz & Mason, 2019).
Dubai embodies two distinct cultural facets, each represented by different areas. Bur Dubai harmoniously blends old-world charm and modernity, with its buildings encapsulating the essence of the ancient city. Preserving Dubai's history, Heritage Village showcases well-preserved structures, while the Diving Village offers a glimpse into the city's pearl diving legacy and traditional fishing spots (Farooq, Seraphim, & Medhekar, 2021). Furthermore, the renowned Al Fahidi Fort, housing the Sheikh Saeed Al Maktoum House and Museum, serves as a captivating testament to Dubai's illustrious history.
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                                                                      Figure 1                        (GMI, 2023)
Dubai, as per the tourism infographics, welcomes around 10 million visitors each year, and this number continues to rise steadily (Harith et al., 2021). However, the year 2020 witnessed a decline in tourist arrivals due to the global impact of the Covid-19 pandemic and the subsequent travel limitations imposed by different countries. In contrast, during the initial seven months of 2022, Dubai already hosted approximately 8.1 million tourists, surpassing the total number recorded for the entirety of 2021

Tourism Area Life Cycle
The Tourism Area Life Cycle (TALC) is a conceptual framework used for destination analysis, highlighting the consistent developmental process and cycle followed by tourist destinations (George, 2022). This model suggests that destinations reach a threshold indicating a decline in desirability and that the development of a destination brings about changes in the physical and socio-cultural environments, influencing the attitudes of the local community. The TALC model consists of stages including exploration, involvement, development, consolidation, stagnation, decline, and rejuvenation (An and Jang, 2020). By employing the TALC model, Dubai's current state and long-term sustainability can be assessed.
According to TALC analysis, Dubai is currently in the consolidation stage, where tourism dominates the local economy (Singh, 2021). Despite a decline in tourist numbers, Dubai still experiences a favourable influx of visitors, surpassing its resident population. However, like other destinations in the consolidation stage, Dubai faces negative impacts on the quality of life for residents and adverse effects from tourism activities. These impacts manifest in various forms, posing challenges for both residents and visitors in terms of the environment, socio-cultural aspects, and the economy. Residents in the consolidation stage tend to exhibit more negative attitudes compared to other stages (Scarpi, Confente & Russo, 2022). These attitudes can range from annoyance to resentment or even outright antagonism. The current negative impacts in Dubai are detrimental to the well-being of residents and visitors.
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                                           Figure 2                                     (Stainton, 2020)


The allure of marketing and advertisements often proves irresistible to visitors from distant continents, rendering the negative impacts experienced in previous visits inconsequential (George, 2021). On occasion, the influx of tourists and accompanying amenities may elicit opposition and discontentment from permanent residents who are not directly involved in the tourism industry (Heye & Nadkarni, 2020, p. 10). Nevertheless, based on an Expo, the potential for rejuvenation exists, as tourism continues to yield results and contribute to the long-term socio-cultural and environmental conditions in Dubai (Khudhair & Mardani, 2021). Furthermore, Dubai's remarkable economic growth rate suggests that it will effectively manage any challenges it faces and maintain its status as a premier tourist attraction in the Middle East.




Doxey's Irridex model
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Figure 3          Doxy (1975)


[bookmark: _Hlk137118730]Doxey's Irridex model (1975) is a relatively straightforward conceptual model that visually depicts the relationship between levels of tourism development and changes in the attitudes of the host population. Figure 3 provides a clear representation of this trend. According to the model, different stages of tourism growth are associated with varying levels of tension within the host population. Specifically, the model highlights that the level of irritation experienced by the local residents, ranging from enthusiasm to antagonism, is influenced by the presence of outsiders and the resulting pressures on the quality of life in the community. The successful growth of tourism in Dubai, attracting millions of visitors, has played a vital role in shaping the overall positive perception of tourism among the local population (Zaidan and Kovacs, 2017). The Emirati community in Dubai embraces tourism and its consequences, primarily due to the substantial benefits it brings to their city. It is possible that they perceive tourism as the only viable option to address the current trend. Recognizing that the success of tourism hinges upon the attitudes and behaviours of the local society, this observation suggests that there is still potential for additional tourism development without causing considerable tension within Dubai's host population.
Economic Sustainability
Economic sustainability aims to achieve long-term economic growth while preserving natural and financial resources and minimizing negative impacts on the environment, society, and culture (Streimikiene et al., 2020). It is an integral part of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and serves as a guide for promoting stable growth and sustainability worldwide.
The tourism industry in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) is a key sector for economic diversification and contributes significantly to the country's GDP. In 2015, tourism accounted for approximately US$36.43 billion, representing 8.7% of the total GDP (Ozdemir & Erol, 2020). The sector experienced a growth rate of 4.4% in 2016, with the UAE government earning around US$64 from tourism (Ozdemir & Erol, 2020). It is projected that the economic contribution of tourism will double by 2026, indicating sustained growth over a ten-year period.
The expansion of the tourism industry creates numerous job opportunities across various sectors such as hotels, airlines, transportation, restaurants, and leisure. In 2015, the industry supported approximately 300,000 jobs, accounting for 5.7% of total employment in the UAE (Ozdemir & Erol, 2020). By 2016, job opportunities increased by 3.8%, and it is expected to reach 500,000 by 2026. The restaurant and leisure sectors also witnessed significant job creation, with 557,000 jobs in 2015, accounting for 9.6% of the total UAE workforce. By 2016, the workforce expanded to 578,000 jobs, and the projection for 2026 is around 800,000 jobs, accounting for 12.4% of the total workforce.
The number of visitors to the UAE has been steadily increasing, with an average annual growth rate of 8.7% (Dubai Statistics Centre). Forecasts from the World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC) suggest that this growth trajectory will continue to rise significantly by 2026, further enhancing the impact of the tourism industry on the UAE's overall growth (Safari et al., 2022). Ongoing developments and mega projects in Dubai support conservative predictions for the expansion of the sector, indicating an increase in visitor numbers as these projects are completed.

Social Sustainablity
Social responsibility involves creating sustainable and thriving environments that prioritize the well-being of individuals in their workplaces and homes. It encompasses social sustainability, which ensures the well-being and survival of present and future generations through supportive structures and systems (Schönborn et al., 2019). Cultural sustainability focuses on preserving cultural beliefs, practices, and heritage in the face of influential power and societal decisions.
The expansion of Dubai's economy through tourism has resulted in noticeable social consequences. The city's rapid population growth, driven by economic development, has brought both positive and negative social and cultural impacts. These impacts include housing issues, urbanization, the erosion of cultural heritage, and employment challenges. 
The housing patterns in Gulf regions illustrate the social consequences of population growth driven by urbanization and economic liberalization (Maxim, 2020). These patterns include shared rooms for unskilled or semi-skilled migrants, ownership of rooms by locals, suburban villas and residential buildings, older houses for the lower middle class, and well-built homes for expatriate communities.
Tourism has also exacerbated ethnic divisions, particularly between Western and non-Western groups (Alipour and Galal Ahmed, 2021). Instances of neo-colonialism can be observed in recreational facilities and sports, where Western influences dominate. Furthermore, there is a lack of social cohesion between permanent residents and tourists, leading to biased perceptions and potential animosity towards visitors.
Tribal and territorial differences have created divisions between UAE nationals and low-income nationals, resulting in variations in citizenship forms (Szromek, Kruczek, and Walas, 2019). The presence of tourism has further deepened these divisions, leading to the formation of social groups based on ethnicity, including lower-income individuals, the merchant class, the new middle class, and the ruling families. 
The cultural landscape of Dubai, rooted in Islamic traditions, has been influenced by tourism and the processes of modernization and urbanization. Development initiatives pose ongoing threats to historical cities and local heritage, although efforts are being made to revive and preserve the culture in visually appealing areas. However, there is a disconnection from Emirati cultural traditions, as reflected in the demolition of historical buildings and the dominance of modern architecture.
Despite being part of the tourist circuit, museums in Dubai are not a primary focus of the tourism industry, and cultural heritage has taken a backseat (Zaidan, 2019). The predominance of modern buildings has led to the decline of traditional architectural styles, diminishing the cultural identity of Dubai as a tourist destination. The scarcity of heritage representing historical events and traditions has significant societal repercussions.














Environmental Sustainability
Environmental sustainability involves actively preserving natural resources and ecosystems for the well-being of present and future generations. However, environmental misconduct remains a challenge across industries, with efforts to limit emissions and effluents focused more on countries with stricter regulations.
Dubai's rapid economic development and population growth have brought significant environmental challenges. The increasing population demands more air, energy, and water, leading to elevated levels of emissions. Dubai’s ecological footprint, indicates an imbalance between sustainability and resource utilization per capita.
Tourism in Dubai has contributed to land degradation and desertification, resulting in decreased soil quality and urban encroachment. Desertification, worsened by drought and overexploitation of resources, poses threats to livelihoods and sustainable development (Elgaali, Ziadat, and Alzyoud, 2019). Air pollution primarily stems from energy, water, and transportation activities, with the transport industry being a significant contributor. Waste generation, influenced by the increasing tourism-driven population, is a key concern.
These environmental issues have far-reaching consequences, including poverty, poor health, food insecurity, biodiversity loss, water scarcity, and other critical challenges to sustainable development.







Current sustainability
Dubai Sustainable Tourism (DST), an initiative led by His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, is actively working towards establishing Dubai as a prominent sustainable destination. Operating under the Department of Economy and Tourism, DST is dedicated to aligning the tourism sector with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals and the UAE's Net Zero 2050 strategy. By spearheading a transformative path, DST aims to foster an environmentally aware and socially responsible tourism industry (mediaoffice.ae, 2023).
DST focuses on promoting sustainable development and aligns with the region's goal of becoming a Green Economy (Ahmed, 2022). It integrates sustainability principles throughout the tourism industry and engages stakeholders from various sectors. The strategic plan of DST encompasses four main targets: energy efficiency, environmental conservation, education and awareness, and sector-wide engagement. These goals encompass sociocultural development, environmental preservation, and economic growth, making tourism in Dubai a catalyst for climate change mitigation and overall sustainability.










Current management plans
Dubai has set an ambitious goal of achieving net zero carbon emissions by 2050, backed by a substantial investment of $163 billion in clean and renewable energy technologies (Panagopoulos & Haralambous, 2020). The city is making significant progress in enhancing urban infrastructure and transitioning to a green-energy-based economy. To address water scarcity, plans are underway to utilize desalinated seawater and reduce per capita water consumption. Dubai's leadership recognizes the compatibility of economic growth and environmental conservation. They have implemented policies and strategies to tackle climate change, improve air quality, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and combat food and water insecurity while promoting natural resource conservation. While clean technology and environmental initiatives hold promise for the future, proper research and effective management strategies are necessary. Waste-to-energy projects, for example, are being pursued to reduce landfill dependence and carbon emissions. Careful management is crucial as these projects are still in the trial phase. One waste-to-energy power plant aims to process a significant amount of waste, generating power for thousands of homes.










Conclusion:
Tourism plays a vital role in Dubai's economic growth and development, positioning the city among the most advanced in the world. The number of tourists visiting Dubai is projected to double by 2026, further fueling urbanization and population growth according to the projected estimates. However, tourism also brings forth negative sociocultural and environmental factors that impact both tourists and permanent residents. The rapid population growth associated with tourism has led to social issues such as crimes, prostitution, robbery, and theft. Additionally, tourism has contributed to the development of tribal divisions and ethnic discrimination against minority groups. Culturally, the influx of tourism has eroded aspects of Emirati heritage, diminishing its cultural significance. Moreover, the environmental impacts of tourism in Dubai have posed risks to human life through various forms of pollution, including air and water pollution. Fortunately, measures are being developed and implemented to mitigate these environmental risks and pollution. Enhancing security measures is also crucial to address the challenges of insecurity faced by tourists due to individuals posing as visitors.









Recommendation
Dubai should continue its commitment to achieving the goal of net zero carbon emissions by 2050. It should invest further in clean and renewable energy technologies to support the transition to a green-energy-based economy. The city should also prioritize initiatives that promote water conservation and reduce per capita water consumption. Projects like waste-to-energy should be carefully managed and monitored as they move beyond the trial phase. This will help ensure the success and sustainability of such initiatives. Dubai should take steps to protect and preserve its unique cultural heritage in the face of rapid tourism growth. Efforts should be made to promote Emirati heritage and educate visitors about the local culture, traditions, and values. Collaborating with local communities and involving them in tourism development can help preserve cultural significance. To mitigate negative sociocultural impacts associated with tourism, Dubai should focus on addressing social issues such as discrimination. Strengthening security measures, implementing strict regulations, and promoting responsible behaviour among both residents and tourists can help create a safe and inclusive environment. Dubai should continue its efforts to mitigate environmental risks and pollution caused by tourism. Implementing sustainable practices, promoting waste management, and recycling, and enforcing regulations to combat air and water pollution are crucial steps to protect the environment and ensure the well-being of both residents and visitors. By implementing these recommendations, Dubai can achieve a balance between tourism development and sustainable practices, creating a vibrant and responsible tourism industry that benefits both the city's economy and its people.
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