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Critically analyse the implementation of play based early years curriculum referring to evaluative research evidence and reports (2000 words)

The majority of the current National Curriculum was introduced in September of 2014 but was first introduced in 1988.The current framework is the Foundation Phase and has been since 2008. The new Welsh curriculum will be fully introduced in 2022 following the report of Donaldson’s Successful Futures. It is currently being piloted in some schools in Wales but at the moment not all schools are involved.  With English and Maths being taught to every year group, the current Framework was set out to target 4 key stages (Gov, 2019). That children should experience the world around them and they should be given experiences to help them increase their skills and acknowledge the work people do. They should develop their senses and enjoy learning by exploration. (National Curriculum for Wales, 2014, pg 10). In key stage 2 the children would need to build on their skills, knowledge and their understanding. Vygotsky believed that children should focus on their skills and emphasise the social context which takes place, (Nursery world, 2016).They must have developed their experiences that make the simple things in school more enjoyable, Wales and Britain are very engaged in this. The Welsh National Curriculum is a framework that sets out childrens most important skills and knowledge that the children are expected to learn at the age of 3 years old up to the age of 7 it can provide framework for teachers so they can see how well their learners are doing and how to help them develop and do better (Family Learning, 2018). The majority of uses of the Framework in schools are the teachers to help the children try and improve their language and literacy skills and also set reasonable targets, (Department of education, 2019). This essay will discuss the rational, theories and conflict between creating the curricula and a pedagogy approach. There will also be constivism and socio constructivism alongside how it was formed.
 The early years education is currently in the progress of change as the current Foundation Phase Framework is thought as very important in a child's education as it plays a key role in the education system it helps process a one to one education plan for the period of time the child might be with you and it also gives society help to achieve some of its goals because children need a curriculum that is functional and relevant to their needs and that also keeps up with them (The Importance of the Curriculum,2019). The Framework is set to be defined as a set of skills and knowledge that the learners are expected to have by the end of the period of time that they have been learning for because it is helps measure the standard that keeps the students and teachers see how well or how underachieving children are doing and to also see how they can improve and develop their skills even further (Spindler, 2006). If the Framework was defined as a set of skills that the learners are expected to achieve by the end of the period of time they are in school then it is very important to keep the measurements of this for their future learning. Piaget's disgust that one’s childhood plays an important role in development and should be monitored at each stage of development, (Lumen Learning, no date). As the Foundation Phase Framework is mostly set out in schools then it is even more necessary. However the goal of each child is creating students who are good members of society and people that want their success to be valued. Although ( Miller, 2012) says that with a curriculum the classroom has a more of a little change to impact on children's life, the curriculum is supposed to be a simple outline of topics covered by schools but has also made tasks more complex which gets children worrying. The curriculum was changed by Donaldson. The main changes to the the Framework will be that taught in all local authorities and schools from the start of autumn term the aim will be to “slim down” the content of the curriculum in almost all subjects, and the government says that the new curriculum will not tell teachers how to teach their class but will have to teach the essentials for knowledge and skills that every child should have,(Nursery world, 2019). The new Framework is giving the teachers the opportunity to have the freedom to shape the children in any which way or form and also it will not only cover the primary school age which is 5-11 it will also cover the secondary school pupils up to the age of 14 (BBC News, 2020). Over the last 20 years or so the Foundation Phase has reformed the way that schools operate in England and Wales (Gov.Wales, 2019). It was introduced as the framework for the Welsh National Curriculum which has a big impact on all primary and secondary schools today. Over the last 20 years there have been many changes, some popular some not so popular to schools in England. It seems that the curriculum comes to change after every 10 years being the last one to be introduced was in 2011 but did not get released until 2014 where some schools had already started to implement the changes (Gov.Wales, 2019). The guidelines would cover changes to key stage 4 core subjects and also some changes to the foundation lessons like languages. When the New Framework comes into place in 2022 schools will have more freedom to teach a wider range of subjects to any foreign language lessons or vocational GCSEs (Crowd Sauce,no date). The Framework is changing because  the other one had more of a plan the teachers would have to follow to make sure that they were teaching correctly, the biggest changes will be seen in secondary schools where there will be six areas of learning and experiences with languages coming into it. The curriculum will set out what matters and the progression of the learning. The six areas the new Framework will introduce are Maths and numeracy, languages literacy and communication, health and wellbeing, humanities, science and technology and expressive arts.( Welsh Government, 2019). In the new academic year and for the next few years to help schools across the country to prepare along with £39 million for training to teachers according to the (BBC, 2019). Other countries such as Te Whariki New Zealand teach children that learning is good and they also teach them how to learn. They bring children up to be competent and confident learners with both healthy bodies and minds and making sure that their sense of belonging in the world is valued and a good contribution to society. Te Whariki also works in close partnership with parents because in their early years they would like children to experience a curriculum that empowers them as lifelong learners (Family.co, 2018). Where there are 5 strands of learning and development where the focus is supporting the children to become competent learners as a parent is the key educator in a child's life. According the to (Te Whariki standards, 2017)  the children should all feel valued and respected while learning and it’s very important to to teach the children to to learn as that may be half the battle if a child does not know how to learn and it amy help us use these techniques in other countries as they seem to work in New Zealand ( Carr, Lee, 2017). The issues that may implement  our curriculum is according to the Donaldson Successful Futures is that the report suggests that framework development need to be more excellent but the majority of implications for the professional development training are to have teacher extend their abilities to speak another language and update their knowledge and skills on digital media and computer science and curriculum planning and assessments. It also may implement children and young people and their aims to create more interest and challenges for them may help them thrive in their work and succeed  more in the future as learners ( Successful Futures, 2019).  For the employees it will help to provide well educated people with more skills to help in the modern workplace. But it is most helpful to the parents and carers of the children meaning that they will be more engaged in their children's learning just like the parents at Te Whariki in New Zealand and create a better friendship with the teachers.(Gov, 2020). 
 The theoretical underpinning is that many people say that play based curriculum is so important because play based curriculum may allow children to learn skills they would need in a more structured environment with some supervision of an experienced practitioner who may take some interest in what they are doing and create more of a learning moment throughout the art of play, (kids Konnect, 2018). Play based curriculum is more natural for children to learn and it is more concentrated on the experiences and the interests that the child may have. It can also help develop their strengths and have the skills to evaluate the world around them, it allows the children to have a wider range to explore (Guardian, 2017). This is similar to Piaget's theory as he thought that play would help a child develop their intelligence and his theory would also argue that child matures in their own environment should help the children encourage their cognitive and language development further,             (Hamid, 2018).  Vygotsky also believed that play is an important aspect of a child's learning. He believed that children that would learn through play would promote cognitive, social and emotional development in children Journal (Hostettler Scharer,2017).
  The role of play in learning is very important because it allows children to use their creative side while developing their own imagination and build on their emotional strengths. Play is very important to a healthy brain development and it is the play based learning that children can interact more with the world around them (Ginsburg, 2007). Everyday life is full of risks for children and there are many challenges and opportunities to help develop their skills with taking risks. It can help a child manage risk at a younger age and it can also help develop more important life skills such as resilience and persistence (Laureng, 2016). Early years education is underpinned by strong tradition with regards to learning through play which is based on a few theories by different theorists, however in spite of enthusiastic play a school is a place for Framework according to (Wood and Attfield, no date). They believe that schools should just be for sitting down and learning about things and they completely disagree with all the other theorists that may say otherwise. Although some challenges with following the pay based curricula have been reported by educators in schools such as children struggling to see the academic value of things and they also lack any formal training then there is built up pressure to engage in direct instructions to achieve the best outcomes. 
 To conclude this essay on the Foundation Phase it was easy to see that the implementation of play based early years Framework was analysed with theories to back it up. It was nice to have an understanding that not everyone has got to agree with the play based Framework of the Foundation Phase and there are all other opinions out there although it was clear that a lot of the theorists have agreed that play based Framework is a good source of learning in the early years environment.








1. Critically evaluate methods of assessment, progress tracking and age or stage related development models within play based curricula. (2,000)

This section of the essay will discuss the progress tracking with children with links to the role of the adult, recording and monitoring and looking at the unique child it will also help develop the age and stage models within play based curricula (Alsbaie, 2015).
 There are many things the adults do in the environment to make the situation simpler for the children. It is the simple things that are done everyday to ensure these children are getting the best form of education for them. Things such as simplifying work for the group that may be underachieving. Going around the class all day with post notes writing down little bits of information on what skills each child can do and putting them into a file called “Catch me if you can” so they can be inserted into the child's own IDP and also into the inserts. Which will be touched upon a little later. But if any of the children find a lesson hard the teacher is to go back over it the following week, to make sure all the children understand. As practitioners we can also take the more underachieving pupils out of class and do some CHAT with them which is a source of help that a practitioner can do with the children. The CHAT process adapts to the diversity of school cultures in metropolitan and regional areas across different places. It can allow schools to identify needs, and to see if the ethos of the school and needs to develop in the community. Usually the school has a specific person who implements this with the children and looks at the holistic model. CHAT is a health promotion for children. They use the model of CHAT to help them which includes the curriculum ethos and environment and parents and community. It uses all of them to help get through to these children and really have a better understanding of what is going on around them (CHAT schools,no date). The CHAT benefits are improves the children's engagement in lessons and attendance, it can improve healthy behaviours and personal capabilities improves relationships with parents helps look at more of a holistic approach to focus on cognitive skills and changes to the social environment which may have a positive impact on the children as it offers a lot of support for children that need it. CHAT stands for changing health, acting together,and uses whole school initiative and it supports resilience. It helps children have a lot more coping strategies and whole school strategies to help develop children help seeking skills to realise when there is a problem and it becomes a big focus in schools to help build a relationship with these children( youtube video SDERA introduction on CHAT, no date). Schools also like to use Lego therapy. Lego therapy is a  program for children with autism disorder otherwise known as ASD or any other social communication difficulties  playing with Lego is supported to help them develop their communication social skills ( raising children.net, 2018). Lego therapy is used for children and young people between the ages of 6 to 16 who are on the autism spectrum with communication difficulties it is used for using skills such as turn taking, sharing, listening conversation, teamwork and shared problem solving. Lego therapy comes from Dan LeGoff who developed it in the 2000’s in the United states. He noticed that children that were on the spectrum were more interested in interacting with each other if they were playing with lego. The idea behind Lego therapy is that they're more likely to interact with one or another through collaborative play children who might not be keen to take out openly but are a lot more comfortable in group environments as the shared focus on building helps the children practice their social skills whilst having hun. Most Lego therapy sessions are up to 12 hours per week each session they would have to follow instructions on what to build and they would have to work together to be able to build it (The australian parenting, 2020). But these types of therapy are for the children who have an IEP which means an Individual Education Plan. The advantages of Lego therapy are that is good for children with verbal and non verbal communication skills. It's also a good focus task and helps children develop new skills such as sharing and turn taking (Friendship Circle, 2014). A disadvantage of lego therapy is that if the praciononee doing the activity has not got enough knowledge to do it and needs to go on a course to gain more knowledge and understanding, (Coliscovery UCL, no date). It is a planning that teachers review tool produced with the parents by the school to help the child achieve the most they can from their education. The IEP should be done simply for it to be understandable and an easy way to interact with the parents (CBC Gwent, no date).
 Research that was talked about in Mooney's Journal was that the development of extraversion and the ability of each child they thought it was important that children were monitored and recorded when doing things to see if there ability would change the method of analyzing the development of these children in the topics Maths and English so then it is easy to compare if there earliest development and the lastest one (Mooney, 2020). The importance of keeping record in early years education is that it's not about teaching it's more about exploration in the early years sector and doing observations in play is an important role in finding out the developmental needs that the young learner may have. Observations are often seen as one of the most simple yet very effective methods of assessing young children in early years as they develop all the time. For any child care provider observing a child would start with noticing how each child behaves, learns and their reactions to new situations with others wanting to join in. When doing observations it gives the practitioner a better understanding of the children's strengths and weaknesses they can also help make adjustments that need to be done in order to make the children have a better understanding of their work. When doing an observation on a child and monitoring them in an early years setting over time the cognitive, social, physical, emotional and language will be assessed the more monitoring you do the better the analysis can be later on ( monorating children, 2018). The online article (Early years matters, 2019) says that both parents and practitioners in early years work together to have a direct impact on children’s development as parents are the children’s key educators and to understand the child its best to get to know the parents' situations also. With working with the parent it can really help the practitioners understand and respect the different roles that each partner plays in the child’s life. It helps build a healthy relationship with the child based on trust.
 To help assess, the children teachers usually use things called inserts. The importance of inserts is that teachers can write notes about the individual child in them based on the assessments taken place in the classroom and adapt them to the work found on ( Lesson inserts, no date). However the foundation phase framework indicates that the more holistic approach to teaching children may be more of a benefit as it's about the practitioners understanding and challenging children’s potential for learning as there must be a balance between structured learning and creative learning as well with a well planned curriculum to give children opportunities to be creative in their own way to help them learn (Foundation Phase framework, 2019) . The foundation Phase curriculum gives a flexible learning for practitioners working with children to plan their work on their development that they have built up in the inserts over time, (Hwb, 2019). According to (family education, 2019) by the age of 5 children should be able to know their own name and address,know how to make an emergency call, know how to take care of animals, identify very basic concepts of money, know how to keep themselves clean and get themselves dressed. But for children with needs this would be found as difficult as the child's thinking,communication skills and social skills might be delayed then it could have an impact on the way that they learn they might be a little behind rather than be at the same age of skills their other peers are (raising children, 2019). This is clear to show that every child is different and no two people are the same as every child’s skills are different but implications that might get in the way are, when the child may be withdrawn and tired, they may have missed a lot of school, there might be a drastic change in behaviour where the child might lash out or even use bad language. If the child has specific needs then they go through a completely different assessment in a way that suits them and goes off their ability although it may not be a lot of ability there, it’s a way to not make the child feel at all preseared (Family education, 2019). The early years curriculum says that assessments are a good tool used to gather information on an individual. Assessments is a critical part of high quality for the early childhood program (Gov.uk. 2019).
 When all the assessments are done it's clear to see that every child is unique. Unique is one of a kind an unlike anything or anyone else according to the (Oxford university, 2019) theorist that think that children are unique are Piaget and Vygotsky they believed that every child is unique as they have their own learning style and it can bring uniqueness to each classroom experiment and it takes a key role in the children learning through play. That the foundation phase is based on how children learn, is the importance of place. By having these new experiences the children can learn key life skills and social skills by bringing many different ideas together and seeing what the outcome may be (Child labs, 2019). Every child with a specific need  regardless of how minor they should have an individual play plan. An individual play plan is planning to teach and review with the parents by the school to help the child achieve the most they can from their education. The IEP should be laid out very simple and understandable for the practitioners to understand. The main pupils that will have one of these are the children that may have a learning need or that they are in the underachieving group. The underachieving group is the children that might not be quite meeting the criteria for their age group as the children are set out in three different groups in order to most direct the help that they require to the higherachevers to the middleachevers to the underachievers( individual play plan,2019). Each group has the same work but perhaps it would be made much simpler for the underachieving group but it's to make sure all the children are getting the best out of their education and can really see themselves going forward in the world with a little bit of guidance. 
  To conclude this essay is was interesting to do some research on the role of the adult and see how lego therapy and CHAT can really have an affect on how a child learns in school and how it it taught and also good to read that if the child is struggling in a subject that the class teacher will go over it the following week making sure everyone understands. Also it was clear to see how the children were being monitored and recorded in class and how their groups are set out by their ability and to see that every child is unique.





The importance of Role Play in Early years setting for ages 3-4 year olds
By: Catherine Baker 

This blog will discuss the importance Role Play in early year [image: Color Hand Prints Painted On A White Paper Stock Photo, Picture ...]
setting for ages 3-4 year olds. It will have links to play
based Framework and any changes that will be made with 
the new Framework coming into place. It will also have a 
great significance to play in day to day school life.


The importance of play based Framework 
Research shows that play based Framework which is the 
Foundation Phase helps a child's academic and development                                         
learning skills it can also help a child set up ready for the                                  (123rf,2018) 
world of the 21st century by teaching them relevant life 
skills that they will use in the future 
(Play-based learning,2018). This has been developed
 in Donaldson's Successful Futures (2015) Skills such as role play 
can help a child interact with others and also allow their imaginations
To run away with them to be able to create brilliant ideas,outlined
 by Revised (2015) 


What will children learn in Early Years?
In this stage of learning children are mostly learned through
The Foundation Phase (Early Education, 2012) believed that he learned 
To think scientifically by playing with his father. (Unicef, 2019) 
states that children learning through play is essential for both
Knowledge and understanding skills. That children will learn how                    
use their fine motor skills, cognitive, social and emotional skills.
This usually happens when a child is in the role play area. Unicef 
also states that learning through play can  be meaningful, joyful, 
actively engaging, socially interactive and iterative. According [image: Image result for cartoon animals  fine motor skills]
to Piaget learning through play can teach a child a wide 
range of abilities to experience a lot 
more knowledge and understanding of the world around them 
(UKsays, 2019). In the early years setting the children 
will learn a variety of skills such as the importance of play, litrancey                                                                                                                                                                               
and numeracy skills and expressive art as long as there are materials
there for them to explore. Article 31 of the (UNCRC,2020) states that 
children have the right to have fun the way they would like but also have the right to rest for a little while too, children should be given the           
opportunity to choose freely in cultural activities just like 
adults would. (EducationalPrinting,2019)
 



Social and Emotional Development of Role Play 
One of the main aspects of a child learning between the ages of 3-4
 is that they will develop social and emotional development within Role Play,
According to the ( Oxford owl, 2019) it will encourage children
to help widner their vocabulary and speaking and listening skills 
and also encourage them to work as a team which they can express 
in the role play area . Communication is key 
for a child’s learning. This is easier to do when the bases of the 
activities they are doing are play based. When I’m trying to create
 the best environment for a child to help with their social and 
emotional development as play based curriculum appeals a lot 
more to children and their natural urge to engage in different 
activities (Guardian Early Learning, 2017) such as any sort of craft 
activities we do in class can get the children to come together and 
help one another to achieve more skills but also widening their social 
development. When the children come in first thing in the morning 
they have to go and put their face on the happy or sad face in class 
depending on how they are feeling on that day and if others see some 
children putting their photo on a sad face they ask each other why 
and try and help their classmates which we find very helpful when
 looking at their emotional development helps them to share their 
feelings and talk about them, this helps us know how the children 
feel when they come into school and how that can change by the 
end of the day . According to (child encyclopedia, 2019) 
it's important to engage in independent speaking about their feelings 
and talk about people's feelings how they could be hurting 
another without realising it and express them through the art of Role Play.

Useful resources for the Role Play Area

There are many fun learning ideas for children aged between 
3 to 4 years old. Using scissors is a very useful way of developing
great coordination skills to build strength and control (fun 
learning,2020). Singing is good way of helping children develop they 
speaking and listening skills. Counting songs can really be a benefit with young 
children as it will help them memorise the numbers it can also help 
the children while using their fingers to count with you. When a child 
In the nursery class they will also do a lot of dressing up. 
Dressing up and role play is a great opportunity for children to
be imaginative and also on a practical level it can also help children 
Learn how to get dressed all by themselves (Oxford owl, 2019). 
Resources that they can use in the dressing up role play area are Hats,
 Scarffs, Coats and so on as it gives the children an opportunity to use their imagination with making their own costumes. Reading 
Is a good way for little children to have a wider range of vocabulary 
and help their memory this can be very effective as  it can help children 
remember small parts of a story but just looking at the pictures and 
talking about what is going on in the picture,outlined by (Grow, 2019).  It could also help as children can read and act out small scripts in books. The 
Simplest of day to day tasks can be very useful for 3-4 year olds as 
They develop all the time and they are like little sponges. They take 
everything in, that's why sometimes you have to be careful.

To conclude this blog it was clear to see how Role play is so effective in a young child's growth in early years. With evidence from different resources and theorists it was easy to consider Role Play in everyday activities that the children might take part in.
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