Photobook Proforma

	Student Name: Rebecca Davies




	Knowledge and Understanding Skills: 20%


	Guidance specific to task (from the brief):

Your evaluation should show clear understanding of the history, function, practical development and production of the photobook through a range of critically understood examples. The analysis of these will highlight the functions and strategies employed by the photographer and your interpretation of their communication of meaning through the publication.


	
Using examples (3 max), explore your understanding of the history, function and practical development of the photobook. Your analysis should highlight the strategies used by the artist/photographer to communicate their message. Include visuals (500 – 1000 words)

Introduction
· what a photobook is 
· history/function (e.g. documentary tool, artistic expression, narrative form)
· 3 examples and what links them (e.g. narrative, politics, identity, etc.)

Example 1
Introduce the work:
· Photographs of British Algae: Cyanotype Impressions
· Anna Atkins
Context:
· Mid 19th century, circa 1852
· Early photography used for scientific purposes
· Botanical study and classification
Function:
· Scientific documentation
· Recording specimens accurately
Strategies used:
· Cyanotype process (blue background, white silhouettes)
· Direct contact printing (no camera)
· Systematic organisation and categorisation
How it communicates meaning:
· Focus on detail, clarity, and structure
· No emotional narrative
· Emphasises observation and study
Visuals to include:
· Individual cyanotype pages
· Repetition of plant forms
Mini evaluation:
· Book format allows comparison and classification
· Works as a collection rather than single images

Example 2
Introduce the work:
· The Americans
· Robert Frank
Context:
· 1958 to 1959
· Post war America
· Challenges the “American Dream”
Function:
· Documentary but subjective
· Critical view of society
Strategies used:
· Loose, non linear sequencing
· Repetition (flags, cars, segregation)
· Grainy, raw aesthetic
How it communicates meaning:
· Fragmented view of America
· Highlights inequality and isolation
· Creates discomfort
Visuals to include:
· Contrasting images (wealth vs poverty)
· Repeated symbols
Mini evaluation:
· Meaning created through sequencing
· Photobook more powerful than single images

Example 3
Introduce the work:
· The Ballad of Sexual Dependency
· Nan Goldin
Context:
· 1980s
· Personal work on relationships, identity, LGBTQ plus life
Function:
· Visual diary
· Personal storytelling
Strategies:
· Snapshot aesthetic (flash, blur, imperfection)
· Sequencing like a slideshow
· Emotional pacing (highs and lows)
Communication:
· Creates intimacy and realism
· Viewer feels involved
Visuals:
· Sequences showing emotional progression
Evaluation:
· Narrative built through the book
· Stronger as a sequence than individual photos

Comparative Analysis
What they have in common:
· Use sequencing to create meaning
· Photobook as a full experience, not just images
Differences:
· Anna Atkins → scientific and structured
· Robert Frank → documentary and critical
· Nan Goldin → personal and emotional
· Different approaches to layout, structure, and narrative
What this shows:
· Shift from scientific recording → documentary → personal narrative
· Photobooks become more subjective and expressive over time

History & Development of the Photobook
· Scientific 
· documentary narrative
· Conceptual and self-reflective
· Experimental
· Postmodern and narrative fragmentation
Conclusion
· photobooks function as powerful storytelling tools
· artists use:
· Sequencing
· Design
· Repetition
· Narrative
· Final point:
· Photobooks are not just containers—they actively construct meaning
Visuals

 





	Cognitive and Intellectual Skills: 30%


	Guidance specific to task (from the brief):

Your research report should critically analyse the theories and concepts explored in your photobook, as well as the techniques it employs. Focus on developing a reasoned and informed debate rather than simply describing the work. Your analysis should lead to clear, valid conclusions, considering the form of the book, the reading experience it creates.



	
Avoiding description, critically analyse the theme/ context you explore within your photobook. Your critical analysis should demonstrate your cognitive and intellectual skills in how you have understood the subject and made work as a response to it. Consider how the form of your book communicates meaning in relation to the subject of exploration. (500 -1000 words)

Introduction
· Fragility and unreliability of memory
· Blurring line between real photography and AI generated images
· Uses real archival images from mother’s trip to Switzerland
· Combines them with AI generated images based on her memories
· Audience initially believes all images are real
· Reveal at the end that some images are artificial
· Narrative built through deception and later revelation
Theme and Context
What is your photobook about?
· Fragility of memory
· How memory can be reconstructed or altered
· Role of AI in shaping visual truth
Why is this theme important or relevant?
· Raises questions about trust in photography
· Links to growing use of AI in image making
· Challenges idea of photography as evidence
Context it sits in:
· Social: concerns around AI, truth, and misinformation
· Personal: based on mother’s memories and family archive
· Cultural: shift from analogue truth to digital manipulation

Your Understanding of the Subject
What have you learned or realised?
· Memory is not fixed or reliable
· Images can feel truthful even when they are not
· Viewers often trust photographs without questioning them
· Became more aware of how easily images can mislead
· Questioned the authenticity of photography
Are you challenging something?
· Challenges photography as “truth”
· Questions whether AI images can hold the same meaning
· Reality can be constructed
· Memory and photography are both subjective
Creative Response
· Photography is traditionally linked to truth and memory
· Makes the deception more effective
· Used archival photographs
· Generated AI images from verbal descriptions
· Nostalgic and believable at first
· Becomes unsettling after the reveal
· Visual similarity between real and AI images reinforces theme
· Subtle differences encourage questioning
Form of the Photobook 
Why photobook format? ....
· Starts with believable imagery 
· one real image at the end
· Builds trust with the viewer
· Ends with reveal that disrupts understanding

· Slow pacing to encourage immersion
· Careful placement of images to avoid suspicion

· Text: added notes my mother said during our interview, adds more reality to the images
· White space: to isolate images and control focus
· Repetition: similar scenes to blur real vs AI
Physical form: .....
Critical Reflection
· Strong concept linking memory and AI
· Use of deception engages the viewer
· Sequencing creates impact

· Real vs artificial images
· Trust vs manipulation
· Personal memory vs constructed narrative

· Some may feel misled or challenged
· Others may question all images more critically
· Some difficulty making AI images fully convincing
· Reveals limitations of technology and perception
· ......
Conclusion
· Memory and photography are not fully reliable
· Photobook sequencing creates deception and reveal
· Physical format reinforces narrative experience
· Explores how AI is changing our understanding of truth, memory, and images





	Practical Skills: 40%


	Guidance specific to task (from the brief):

Present your book professionally, carefully considering how you deploy methods, technical processes. Your methods should synthesize the form of your book and the context/meaning of your subject. Your book should demonstrate proficiency, selection in editing and flair. The decisions you make should be as product of significant research into book production and design. Within your evaluation, ensure to provide examples of book dummies to show the developments in your practical processes. These decisions should be as product of significant book design planning including alternative idea generation.



	
Evaluate the methods and technical processes you have employed in the making of this body of practice. Explain your process for making your book, consider how editing/ design/ typography and format speak to the subject matter you have explored. Provide examples of the book dummies you have created over the past semester to show developments in your practical processes. (800 – 1500 words)

Need to add to this....
Introduction
· Outline that you will discuss your methods, technical processes, and development
· Emphasise that the project evolved through experimentation
· Mention the importance of testing ideas through book dummies
· Highlight that decision making developed over time
Methods (How you made the images)
Approach:
· Combination of archival imagery and AI generated images
· Blending documentary and constructed methods
Techniques used:
· Using existing photographs as source material
· Generating images based on described memories
· Creating visual consistency between real and AI images
Why appropriate:
· Supports theme of memory and distortion
· Allows exploration of truth vs artificial imagery
Evaluation:
· What worked well: convincing realism, strong concept
· Challenges: making AI images believable, matching styles
· Limitations: possible visual inconsistencies

Technical Processes
AI creation:
· Generating images from prompts based on memory descriptions
· Refining outputs through multiple iterations
Editing process:
· Software used (e.g. Photoshop, Lightroom)
· Adjustments: colour grading, exposure, contrast
· Decisions around colour vs black and white
· Cropping and subtle manipulation to unify images
Printing:
· Test prints to check colour and quality
· Paper choice and finish (e.g. matte, glossy)
Evaluation:
· Editing helped create visual consistency
· Printing revealed differences between screen and physical images
· Technical improvements made through testing and refinement

Book Development Process 
· Transition from individual images to a structured photobook
· Careful image selection and reduction
· Sequencing used to guide viewer experience
Structure:
· Narrative progression (building trust → revealing truth)
· Consideration of pacing and flow

Book Dummies & Iteration ......
Development:
· Decision making became more intentional
· Greater awareness of how sequencing affects meaning
· Each version helped improve clarity and concept
Design Choices
Layout:
· Use of full bleed and/or white space
· Decisions around single images vs double page spreads
Pacing:
· Control of rhythm (slower sections vs faster sequences)
· Builds engagement and supports narrative
Relation to theme:
· Layout choices help guide perception and interpretation
· Reinforces idea of realism and later disruption

Typography
· Consider whether text is included or not
· Possible use of captions or final reveal text
Font choices:
· Style (e.g. serif for traditional feel, sans serif for modern)
· Placement and scale
Evaluation:
· Text can enhance meaning or shift interpretation
· Needs to support, not overpower, the images

Format & Physical Form
· Size and scale of the book (intimate vs large)
· Binding method
· Paper type and cover material
Relation to theme:
· Physical qualities can reinforce ideas of memory and authenticity
· Material choices can influence how “real” the book feels

Critical Evaluation 
· Most successful aspects (concept, sequencing, visual consistency)
· Areas for improvement (e.g. realism, editing, clarity)
· Development of technical skills over time
· Importance of experimentation in shaping final outcome

Conclusion
· Methods, processes, and design decisions all support the concept
· Project developed through testing, refining, and iteration
· Final outcome reflects growth in both ideas and technical ability
· Demonstrates increased understanding of photobook making























	Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 10%


	Guidance specific to task (from the brief):

Your photobook should meet industry standards in design, development, and production. Plan your workflow according to your chosen publication method to ensure timely completion. Active participation in sessions is essential for sharing your work, engaging in discussions, and demonstrating both employability skills and a strong grasp of the module content. Your evaluation should reflect on your learning throughout the process and highlight the transferable skills you have developed.


	
Evaluate what you have learnt throughout the process of making your photobook. Pay particular attention to the transferable skills you have developed. (500-1000 words)

Need to add to this and change some bullet points...
Introduction
· Briefly restate your photobook theme (memory, AI, truth, and perception)
· State that the project developed both creative and transferable skills
· Mention focus on reflecting on learning, challenges, and overall growth
Skills developed:
· Improved ability to think critically about images and meaning
· Stronger understanding of how to translate abstract ideas into visual form
Evaluation:
·  making the concept clear without over explaining
· Difficulty balancing subtlety vs clarity
· Overcame this through testing (book dummies, sequencing, feedback)
Technical Skills
Editing skills:
· Use of software such as Lightroom and Photoshop
· Developed colour grading to unify images
· Improved consistency across a series
Book making skills:
· Sequencing images to create meaning
· Layout and design decisions
· Use of design software (e.g. InDesign)
Evaluation:
· Strongest improvement in editing and sequencing
· Still developing more advanced technical control and precision

Transferable Skills
Time management:
· editing time, and book production
· Met deadlines through structured workflow
· Important for any project based work
Problem solving:
· Adapted when images or AI outputs were not successful
· Solved issues with sequencing and layout
· Important for handling unexpected challenges
Critical thinking:
· Evaluated own work and made decisions about what to keep or remove
· Questioned effectiveness of images and ideas
· Key skill for analysis in any subject
Communication:
· Explained ideas during critiques and feedback sessions
· Improved ability to articulate creative intentions
· Useful in both academic and professional contexts
Organisation:
· Managed image files, edits, and multiple book versions
· Kept track of development process
· Important for efficiency and workflow
Adaptability:
· Responded to feedback and changed direction when needed
· Open to refining ideas rather than sticking to initial plan
· Important in creative and professional environments

Learning Through Experimentation
· Testing ideas through book dummies, edits, and layouts
· Experimenting with sequencing and image combinations
What was learned:
· Not all ideas work in practice
· Small changes can significantly affect meaning
Evaluation:
· Experimentation was essential to improving the final outcome
· Allowed for refinement and stronger decision making

Responding to Feedback
· Feedback from peers and tutors influenced development
· Changes made to sequencing, image selection, or clarity
What this taught:
· Value of collaboration and outside perspectives
· Importance of being open to criticism
· Helped identify weaknesses not initially noticed

Personal Development
· Increased confidence in creative decisions
· More decisive when selecting and editing work
· Developed a clearer creative voice and direction

Critical Evaluation
· Strongest areas: concept, sequencing, and idea development
· Weaknesses: technical precision and consistency
· If repeated: would allow more time for refinement and testing

Conclusion
· Gained a range of creative and transferable skills
· Skills extend beyond photography into wider academic and professional contexts
· Project demonstrates growth in both technical abi
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