Hazel Dawn Carter – Assignment 4 – Due 30/09/18
‘Map out the process of marriage in social and religious terms’

Athens had various aspects which had to be carried out in order to have the marriage recognised by the state. Due to this, there were several social expectations that needed to be adhered to during the marriage of the bride and groom. Furthermore, there were religious matters which needed to be upheld so that the marriage was accepted by the gods. 
Weddings were to be decided by the men of households.[footnoteRef:1] Whoever owned the woman (whether that be a father figure or brother) was considered her kyrios.[footnoteRef:2] Harrison states that “the bride was the passive object of the contract”[footnoteRef:3] because, not only was she basically unable to decide anything about the marriage but, she also did not have to be present when the bond between the bride and groom takes place.[footnoteRef:4] However, there did have to be witnesses to the exchange for it to be validated.[footnoteRef:5] Whilst it is believed that there is a ring that the groom gives the wife upon completion of the wedding, the wedding ceremony itself is actually just an exchange of words between the current kyrios and the groom, who shall then become the bride’s new kyrios.[footnoteRef:6] In LUCIAN, ‘Affairs of the Heart’, it is said that “marriage is a blessing to men” because of the fact that it nearly always is of benefit to the men of households but there is little consideration for the women.[footnoteRef:7] After this ceremony of sorts, the former kyrios is believed to have little to no control over the bride[footnoteRef:8], there is a possibility that the only thing that he now can do is to pull her out of the marriage, within proper reason.[footnoteRef:9] Afterwards, there may have been a feast to celebrate, the extravagance depended on the wealth of the families.[footnoteRef:10] [1:  Harrison, A.R.W. The Law of Athens Volume 1. 1968. Pg 20. ]  [2:  Harrison, A.R.W. The Law of Athens Volume 1. 1968. Pg 20.]  [3:  Harrison, A.R.W. The Law of Athens Volume 1. 1968. Pg 21.]  [4:  Harrison, A.R.W. The Law of Athens Volume 1. 1968. Pg 21.]  [5:  Harrison, A.R.W. The Law of Athens Volume 1. 1968. Pg 20.]  [6:  Harrison, A.R.W. The Law of Athens Volume 1. 1968. Pg 18.]  [7:  LUCIAN. Affairs of the Heart (Amores). Pg 228-229]  [8:  Harrison, A.R.W. The Law of Athens Volume 1. 1968. Pg 30.]  [9:  Harrison, A.R.W. The Law of Athens Volume 1. 1968. Pg 31.]  [10:  AUSONIUS. Nuptial Cento. Pg 378-379] 

Before the marriage ceremony, gods would have to be called upon to bless the marriage and the life of the two together. The gods that these sacrifices and rituals were done for were, most notably Hera, Artemis and Demeter.[footnoteRef:11] The sacrifices and rituals which were made were entirely dependant on the symbols which each of those goddesses held.[footnoteRef:12] Hera is the most important goddess to pay respects to during these rituals due to the fact that she is the goddess of marriage.[footnoteRef:13]  [11:  Parker, R. Polytheism and Society at Athens. 2007. Pg 440.]  [12:  Parker, R. Polytheism and Society at Athens. 2007. Pg 441 and 442.]  [13:  Burkert, W. Greek Religion. 1985. Pg 132-134] 

To Conclude, Athenian marriages were organised and done by the men in the bride’s life who have and then will be her kyrios. She has little to do with the marriage. Furthermore, Demeter, Hera and Artemis were invoked to bless the marriage.
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