
Rosmerta
Etymology and Roles

Rosmerta is one of the mother-goddesses of 
the Celts (Green, 1986, p.85), and is depicted as 
the partner of the roman god, Mercury (Green, 
1986, p.95). The name, Rosmerta, means ‘Great 
Provider’ (Green, 1992, p.9), which emphasises 
on her role as a mother-goddess.

Her name is a prosperity title, which is further 
enhanced with her associations that common-
ly appear with her in depictions, such as a cor-
nucopia (Green, 1997, p.125). Ferlut compiles a 
list of Rosmerta’s functions, and as well as be-
ing a mother-goddess, she also represents fer-
tility and peace (Ferlut, 2017, p.372-3).

Deity Pairings

Commonly in Celtic Religion, Celtic Goddess-
es had a Graeco-Roman consort - Rosmerta’s 
was Mercury (Webster, 2001, p.220). We can 
see this as Rosmerta is often depicted along-
side Mercury; This can be seen on a relief in 
Eisenburg. Mercury can be identified as he 
is commonly seen with his caduceus to the 
right of him, and he appears to be wearing 
his winged helmet. Rosmerta is to the left on 
the relief, and is holding something in her 
hand; this could possibly be a cornucopia, or 
even a torc.

Rosmerta and  Mercu-
ry relief from Eisen-
burg CIL XIII, 11696

Rosmerta and  Mercury relief 
From Mainz (Jupiter Column)
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Evidence

Evidence of Rosmerta is limited in Europe, with 
some found in Bath, Hadrian’s Wall, and other 
places in England. As can be seen on the map, 
which has been made through the use of Jufer 
and Luginbuhl, evidence of Rosmerta (red) 
spreads across mainly modern-day France and 
into Germany.

While this is more a dedication to Mercury, an 
altar can be found at Cirencester for Mercury 
and the Mother-Goddesses. Green comments that 
Mercury fits this dedication due to his prosper-
ity function (Green, 1986, p.85); this makes his 
link to Rosmerta even stronger, especially when 
it is mentioned that he also has fertility links 
(Green, 1986, p.37).

Inscriptions
The inscription on the 
relief to the right is a 
dedication both Rosmer-
ta and Mercury, and at 
the bottom there is like-
ly ‘V S L M’, which trans-
lates to ‘willingly and 
deservedly fulfilled his 
vow’.

Scholarship
An issue in scholarship con-
cerning Rosmerta can be 
found in Webster’s work 
where she calls Mercury 
‘Graeco’Roman’ (Webster, 
2001, p.220); this is not the 
case, as Mercury is purely a 
Roman god, and this is sup-
ported by Authors like Green 
(Green, 1997, p.124-5).

There is a lack of variety of 
authors when looking for in-
formation concerning Ros-
merta, so finding new per-
spectives and interpretations 
on reliefs and inscriptions is 
hard.

While this isn’t modern 
scholarship, it does have an 
effect on the work; evidence 
of Rosmerta is Roman. Any de-
pictions of her available are 
in a very Roman style, being 
life-like and detailed.

Conclusions
All together, it can be seen that Rosmerta is a Celt-
ic god despite her many Roman depictions. She is com-
monly associated with Mercury, who reflects her 
functions and Roles. Rosmerta has the typical Celt-
ic Mother-Goddess roles and functions, but overall, 
with lack of Pre-Roman evidence, it is hard to deter-
mine her function and meaning to the Celts in their 
religious sphere.


