This research aims to examine the question, all bark no bite, are police dog teams perceived to be worth the money?  The study is motivated by recent concerns related to police conduct and the use of force, such as reports by (Hellmann, M. 2026), highlighting incidents involving American Immigration and Customs Enforcement officers misusing their authority, leading to tragic outcomes. Additionally, this research addresses an identified gap in the existing literature regarding the effectiveness and perception of police dog units. To explore this topic, I will focus on answering specific objective questions, such as:

1. Evaluate the effectiveness of police dog units in reducing crime 
2. What type of crime are police dogs most effective in? 
3. Explore the opinions of police officers and the public regarding police dogs. 

To conduct this primary research, I will be distributing questionnaires to police officers, the general public, and dog handlers. I have selected this approach because surveys provide firsthand data directly from the source, thereby reducing reliance on outdated secondary information. This enhances the accuracy of the research data (Schonlau, M., et al., 2002). I plan to distribute these surveys using Google Forms via email and Microsoft Teams, which will facilitate broad distribution to reach my target audience effectively. 

This method was chosen because the results are easily quantifiable and straightforward to analyse. Surveys allow for close-ended questions, enabling clear and concise responses that can be efficiently represented through graphs and charts. Additionally, this approach is both time-efficient and cost-effective, as surveys can be created and distributed at minimal expense. A single survey can reach a large number of respondents, reducing workload while increasing data collection. 

The target is to collect 20 responses from the public, 20 from active police officers, and two from serving dog handlers.

For this research, interviews were considered as a method due to their advantages, such as providing in-depth and detailed data. Interviews enable participants to express their opinions more fully and allow for greater flexibility in questioning and responses, as opposed to the fixed format of surveys. This facilitates more nuanced dialogue and comprehensive insights. However, there are certain limitations associated with interviews, including the considerable time required for scheduling, conducting, and transcribing the sessions. This is an important factor to consider in the context of this research (Alshenqeeti, H., 2014). Additionally, the sample size for interviews is inherently limited; given the time constraints, a maximum of four individuals could be feasibly interviewed.

A supplementary research method was considered for data collection. Ethnography was also evaluated as an approach for this level of research. Gathering first-hand data on the subject would facilitate more accurate data collection. Ethnography involves collecting data through close observation of the subject in real-life settings. This approach would require a two-day observation period, allowing a researcher to observe a police dog team during their duties to gather data. However, a primary limitation of this method is its time-intensive nature (Hammersley, M., 2006).

The research will be presented using quantitative data (Anscombe, F.J., 1973). The findings will be illustrated through graphical representations, enabling a clear and accessible visualization of all results. Graphs facilitate quick comparisons and provide a comprehensive overview of range of responses, making data analysis more efficient. Additionally, visual representations help readers comprehend the data more easily. From a professional perspective, the use of graphs and visual data displays enhances the credibility and perceived quality of the research. However, it is important to recognize that graphs and quantitative data have limitations; for example, they may oversimplify complex information. When dealing with intricate data, visual representations might not fully capture all nuances of the responses. Another consideration is the potential for misinterpretation; proper labelling and accurate display are essential to ensure that the data is understood correctly.

There are limitations to quantitative data, such as a lack of depth and context. While numerical data can effectively convey valuable information, this approach does not capture feelings, motivations, or personal experiences. The quality of data presentation depends on the design of the questions used to collect it; flaws in question formulation can lead to miscommunication and misrepresentation of the data. This issue may arise from assumptions about shared understanding of the questions, as researchers cannot directly communicate with participants, thereby requiring a certain level of assumption that all parties interpret the questions consistently (Price, J.H. and Murnan, J., 2004). Given the researcher's position, access to serving police officers, dog handlers, and the public allows for the collection of relevant data. The sample size will be sufficient to gather the necessary data for conducting fair and reliable research.

To summarize this research methodology, three different types of research have been considered, survey, interview, and ethnography (Walker, D.H., 1997.) The advantages and limitations of each method have been evaluated, with surveys identified as the most suitable approach for gathering the primary data required for this study. The surveys will target a sample size of 40 individuals, with half of the questionnaires distributed to the general public and the remaining half to police officers and two dog handlers. The data collected will be primarily quantitative and will be presented through graphs, which are an effective way to visualize the findings. However, this approach may limit the depth and contextual understanding of the responses. Overall, the collected data will facilitate addressing the research objectives and main questions, contributing to the successful completion of the study.
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