Lesson 3
Coordinate Verbs




Dictionary entries

* = Old Chinese Pronunciation

+ “cassia tree” (gul, = 7K (radical #75) + =

*kiweg), 6 strokes

| —
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(gut,

T “river” (jidng, *kiing) = 7K (radical #85) + T. (gong,

*kung), 3 strokes

From: Fuller, Literary Chinese, p. 48.
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Y yu: 1) rain; 2) to rain

4 Tones

ping ¥ (level)

shang L (rising)
Guangyun qu £ (falling) l

ru >~ (entering)
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From: Fuller, Literary Chinese, p.48. @ = initial w-ang £ +
final y-u &
Rhyme category



shdu zhi dai to PR (¥EIEF)
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RANEBE - HTEWR REMBR - FTRMmIL.
NRRERIT TR » ZEE R
A AR HUEZ‘%*E%
SIMEV e 2B iaEH IR - BSFIRZIA. -

Song rén you geng zhée, tian zhong you zhu; tu zOu chu
zhQ, zhe jing ér si.

yin shi gi l€i er shou zhq, ji fu de tu.

tu bu ke fu de, er shén weéi Song guo xiao.

jin yu yi xian wang zhi zheng zhi dang shi zhi min jié
shou zhu zhi lei ye.



The verb of existential predication ydu

&

“there is/was”, “there exists”

» you f: says that its object exists

» The construction

[State] \ A +Noun+3#

“Among the people of X there was aY.”

ZNNE E I

Song ren you geng zhe

“Among the people of Song there was a ploughman.”



Revision: Uses of ér M

» The particle er 17 is used as a connective between verbs or
verb phrases. It may be translated as ‘and’. It cannot occur
between nouns!

» Two or more verbs or verb phrases in a series form a
narrative or logical sequence.

Examples:

eSO Rt T, SREZAE, JER, R T
When Duke Wen of Teng was Crown Prince, he passed
through Song on his way to Chu and saw Mencius.

ZAET AL

‘only stopping when he had died’ (literally:‘arrive at death and
[only] then stop’)



Uses of 1] II

» The semantic relationships between verbs in a series can be
quite varied. Apart from simple narrative sequence there can
be the main following relationships:

Implication of purpose: 45 /K [ 3K £ yuan mu er giu yu
‘climbing a tree to hunt for fish’

2. Indicating consequence: #T$H 14t zhe jing er si
‘twist/break its neck and die’

3. Contrastive: N1 #&%] ren er wu zhi ‘to
be a person and yet be without knowledge’

4. Manner of action: 7E 14T zou er xing; the first verb specifies
the manner in which the second verb is performed; e.g. ‘to
run and go to’ =2 ‘to hasten’,‘to rush to’




Passive construction with wéi 45...sud ff

y B ARBI[FT]15E shén wéi Song gud [sud] xiao

» wéi A%...sud PIT is a passive construction; wéi 4 ‘by’
introducing the agent of the action (58 ‘to laugh’) 2>

» “he himself was laughed at by [all] the land of Song”.



Analysis of sentence 4
/«‘}\"G//(}‘X éuj--é\ffi&é .‘—5 ﬂj--é\ &n vé‘ ?%Ziﬁ‘&ao

Topic Comment

LR YA Z, B Z K b H 2R
TW+V+Object

VSR XN XY N
CV+ Object + V + Obiject

VR ES ' % % a2 &,
CV+ NP +=+N V+ NP+ =+N

‘to use policies of the former kings’ ‘to govern the people of the present age’



Building a complex sentence
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4 R,o to govern the people

4% % B,. desire to govern the people

B YA B % B,o desire to govern the people with policies
BA F E 2 % 06 RB. desire to govern the people with the
policies of the former kings

Bk % E 2K 6 E # 2 Bo desire to govern the people of
the present with the policies of the former kings

o . g B . .
SRk kB 2 gk ok E A 2 RS AL Desiring to govern the people of
the present with the poI|C|es of the former kings is of this kind.
A - ) I—LL»'
BR VA ?u Z G R 2 R %l *E A1, o Desiring to govern the people of
the present with the poI|C|es of the former kings is always of this kind.

2 - [3 \ i [3 >~ [
BT YA ?u £ 2 Bk A 2 R, vé? ~t %—2.77%:5:@0 Now, to desire to
govern the people of the present with the policies of the former kings, this is always like
guarding the tree stump.
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