Written exercise on early textual history and performance
Ben Johnson’s The Alchemist
Title translation:
The first edition of Ben Johnson’s alchemist the title page translates into this:
THE | ALCHEMIST. | Written | by | Ben Jonson. | - Neque, me ut miretur turba, laboro: | Contentus paucis leftoribus. | [rule] | LONDON, | Printed by Thomas Snodham, for Walter Burre, | and are to be sold by John Stepneth, at the | West-end of Paules. | 1612.
The Format:
According to ‘A Bibliography of English printed drama’ it states that during printing The Alchemist was folded into quarto, noted by the symbol 4o in the description.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Greg, A Bibliography of the English Printed Drama to the Restoration, 4 vols.] 

Other notes.
Original printer:
Looking at the title page we can see that the first edition of The Alchemist was printed by Thomas Snodham in 1612. Thomas Snodham was born in 1595 and was adopted. He printed works such as Robert Dowland’s a Musicall Banquet for Thomas Adams in 1610 and Thomas Morley, The First Book of Consort Lessons in 1611. He passed away at the in 1624 in which he left his printing materials to G Wood and T Harper.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Aldis, H.G, A Dictionary of Printers and booksellers in England, Scotland and Ireland, and of Foreign Printers of English Books, 1557-1640.] 

Other copies:
According to A bibliography of English printed drama three copies of a collection surrounding ben Jonson’s works was printed three different times by a printer known as a man named William Standsby. William Standsby printed these works from 1616 - 1640. Standsby had an apprenticeship with Thomas East who upon his death left his printing business to Standsby to inherit. Standsby then ran the business till his death in 1638 or early 1639 to which then his widow assigned his copyrights to Richard bishop, however according to a Mr. Polmer, Richard Bishop supposedly brought the printing business in 1634 for £700[footnoteRef:3] [3:  McKerrow, Printers and Publisher’s Devices in England and Scotland, 1485–1640-page 182 paragraph 4.] 

Bookseller:
 According to the first edition title page the seller for the book containing The Alchemist was a man named John Stephen, who sold them at the West-end of Paules.
 In the Bibliography of English Printed Drama, it states that William Standsby’s collection of the books were sold by a Rich Meighen.

Performers:
The Alchemist was performed by The King’s Maistres Servants in 1610 according to the later works printed in 1641 by Standsby. However, when looking into other works from Ben Jonson he had released a different comedic work a year prior to The Alchemist, known as A Silent Woman.
According to an article from Cambridge university press it states that in the 1616 title page of Epicene informs readers that A Silent Woman was performed in 1609 by Her Majesty’s Revels. Who had many names other the years such as the; The Children Of The Chapel Royal, Children Of The Queen’s Revels, The Children Of Blackfriar and The Children Of Whitefriar. (which may have been aliases that they used at the time when performing controversial plays) The play was registered in a folio from 1616 that included an actors list.
 Eight performers were listed: Nathan Field, William Barksted, Giles Carie, William Pen, Hugh Attawell, Richard Allen, John Smith and John Blaney. In the Epicene it is argued that the cast was an amalgamation of Blackfriar and Children of King’s Revels who’d gone out of business in 1608. While not much is known about the performers it states that Giles Carie acted in Jonson’s Entertainment in 1609 at Britain’s Burse and Nathan Field became a pupil of Jonson’s. Both men eventually ended up joining Lady Elizabeth’s Men, Giles in 1611 and Nathan in 1613. However, The Alchemist was performed in 1610 according to Standsby’s printed works so the two men could have most likely had some involvement with The Alchemist’s performance.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://universitypublishingonline.org/cambridge/benjonson/k/essays/stage_history_Epicine/
] 

Writer:
The writer for the play was Ben Johnson. According to an article by the Poetry foundation Ben Jonson was ‘highly learned in the classics, he profoundly influenced the Augustan age through his emphasis on the precepts of Horace, Aristotle, and other classical Greek and Latin thinkers.’ In present day he is mostly remembered for his comedic plays, however he did write poetry and masques.
Jonson was born in London shortly after the death of his farther and had a poor upbringing and while in school at Westminster, he supposedly was forced to leave to work for his stepfather as a brick layer and later volunteered in the Dutch war against Spain. He returned to England by 1592 and married Anne Lewis in 1594, although it is stated that the union wasn’t much happiness for either spouse, their relationship birthed many children, that Jonson unfortunately outlived.
He wrote his first play in 1592 known as The Spanish Tragedy and in 1597 started working for Philip Henslowe’s theatre company, to which he was asked to finish Tomas Nashe’s The Isle of Dogs, however the play was suppressed for allegedly having ‘seditious content’ and led to Jonson being arrested for a short period of time. In 1601 is when Jonson started to write for the Children of The Queen’s Chapel, and portrayed himself as an ‘impartial, well-informed judge of art and society.’ However, his most successful plays didn’t emerge till 1606, with Volpone.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/ben-jonson
] 

The Alchemist
In The Alchemist Jonson takes a lot of inspiration from ‘philosophers, scientists, the new Protestantism, the great renaissance merchant adventures, the ages ideals of military valour and impassioned love.’ The characters in the play comedically show versions of how the renaissance sought out and thirsted for power, knowledge and various pleasures. Which resonated with a lot of people in the time period 

