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1. [bookmark: _Toc89290969]Introduction

The present report is written to the Dean of the Institute of Inner City Learning of UWTSA to help have a clear understanding if blended learning can be suitable for students studying the Certificate in Higher Education. 
The report covers advantages and disadvantages of blended learning in the university education as well as advantages and disadvantages of traditional classroom learning in the higher education sector. 
Also, an evaluation of both forms of teaching can be found and an example of how an educational institution changed educational system to have a better outcome among students, as well.
As a student enrolled on the programme of Certificate of Higher Education, I was asked to write a report comparing blended learning with traditional classroom learning, and to include all the above sections, as well as recommendations. 

















2. [bookmark: _Toc89290970]Blended learning in Higher Education Advantages and Disadvantages

Nowadays, the improvement in of technology, facilitate the conduct of online courses and distance learning in pedagogical institutions. Academic success has an important role in every individual’s life, as it offers the opportunity to an occupational qualification at a higher level. Moreover, the current situation of COVID-19 pandemic came with a series of measures such as social distancing or closing of schools, which increased the need in using online courses, there where was possible (Jost et al., 2021). 
Blended learning is a method used in distance learning and it is a mix of online learning and face-to-face sessions mode of learning (Jost et al., 2021). According with Ossiannilsson (2014), the term of blended learning was defined in 2006 with the publication of Bonk and Graham ‘Handbook of Blended Learning’.















2.1 [bookmark: _Toc89290971]Advantages of the blended learning 

In Ossiannilsson (2014) publication the concept of blended learning is studied, and the advantages of the blended learning are discussed. According with Ossiannilsson (2014), over the years the concept of online learning has become considered beneficial for both learners and teachers, because of its alternative form of face-to-face learning which is the most preferred. The blended learning method is considered effective because it suits students need and sustain their enthusiasm and motivation. Digital and face-to-face learning combination, allow students to work to their own time and teacher can use time to focus on students who need more attention. Also, through blended learning, the skills and attitudes that are required in present are fitted in course design, leaning outcomes and assessment. Students can navigate confident the courses components and developing a sense of independence. Educational technology can be used in the studies advantage to improve skills through the interest outside curricula. Also, it is proved through many studies that the use of information and communication technology improves student’s behaviour for learning.  Blended has the capability of reducing educational expenses and offer more space available in an online class for students. Also, the books can be replaced by electronic devices that students can bring them in the class, which reduce the cost of books. 












2.2 [bookmark: _Toc89290972]Disadvantages of the blended learning

The lack of using digital literacy could be a huge barrier to students that are trying to access the course materials. Therefore, the availability of a technical support is essential. 
Grieve et. All (2016) stated that providing of effective feedback is more expensive when digital technology is used in comparison with paper based, and more time consuming. 
One more issue is that the access to internet. Although, the internet technology is increasingly extended, many students do not have everywhere access to the internet. Therefore, the pedagogical organization shall take in consideration this aspect when introduce blended learning. Moreover, face-to-face learning allow students to know each other, learning other peer’s skills, areas of interest, which build the trust within group members (Ossian Nilsson, 2017). 














3. [bookmark: _Toc89290973]Traditional classroom learning in the HE sectors                                              Advantages and Disadvantages

Vast majority of schools, universities, or secondary schools like to allocate teaching through a traditional learning classroom even though there is a need of space spending a certain amount of money on classroom adopting. This is a method that allow students the opportunity to be close to the teacher and have a close personal collaboration with him.
A traditional classroom is the educational place where students engage with the information received and the teacher delivers knowledge to the students in person. 
The vast classroom activities like group projects, group discussions are kept in traditional classroom. The traditional classroom has a fixed schedule, and the students are expected to follow it. Also, the classroom usually equipped with tables, chairs, blackboards, and other equipment essential for classroom activities.
The transfer of information and knowledge take place from the teacher to the students and a pre-planned curriculum is set. 













3.1 [bookmark: _Toc89290974]Advantages of traditional learning

In a traditional learning classroom, the teacher is available during school time, which means for a period of a couple of hours when school time. This unavailability enhances the student to be able to act on their own skills for further reading while at home. 
Students are familiarised with classroom feeling and face to face style of teaching. When students could not accommodate with other method of teaching their inspiration to study will led to fall behind with bad outcomes.
Face to face traditional learning lays the signification of accomplish the instructions, because students need to attend classes on time, where they can gather responsibility skills and deep knowledge with the subject thought. 
Social and educational development can get deeper while students collaborate with their colleagues and teacher face to face. The traditional learning impulse students to have a progressive social contact with others. Also, students can approach the teacher to questioning and have a clear answer immediately (Isbmuniversity,2019).

















3.2 [bookmark: _Toc89290975]Disadvantages of traditional learning

Students focus can be laid in another directions, for example: when they are taking notes and not understand and engage with new information or not focusing on taking key thoughts information.
The teacher focusing is on conveying the course material because of the restricted time and practise is left to be done as homework. In this way students learning is stopped at specific stage, they are being able to deliver productive outcomes later. 
Students have different styles of learning. While some students can have a connexion with a teacher, others are waiting to reflect today information they receive (Isbmuniversity,2019). 
















4. [bookmark: _Toc89290976]Evaluation of both forms of teaching and learning in the past and present

Without education we all would be useless. In our lives, education is an important factor, but the past and present of education suffer changing. The changing of people education will be continuously. 
According to Ball (2021), the Cabinet Office in 2010, stated that the Government believes the schools system need to be reformed, which become wider over the years and gave the opportunity to parents and children to choose a good school. 
As an example of how the forms of teaching and learning changed over the years is the Union City Story, cited by Honey and Culp (2000). 
Union City, New Jersey, is in Hudson Country. The diversity of this city is high, as students were Latino, not speck English at home and other were enrolled to bilingual program. Also, this city was classified as the neediest communities in the United Sates, as 27.5 percent of all children lived below the poverty line and 84 percent needed free or reduce lunches. 
In 1992, a project was built up for the improvement of education and some students and teachers were supplied with networked computers at home and at school. The effectiveness in schools was low over 10 years. The students failed to attend the classes, score tests and as a result they were facing state takeover. Union City was also facing with obstacles like language barriers, parents with no education or limited education and students with little desire to stay in school. Over all these problems, Union City decided to face with all these and drastically reformed the education system. A new curriculum was created that support the students in learning, development of thinking and collaboration skills. In order to comply with all the above classes were extended to more minutes per class in some subject areas, in service training for teachers was increased to more hours per year, buildings were refurbished, individual students’ desk were replaced with cooperative tables and textbooks for individual students were replaced with class libraries. 
The above example lay on the recognition that technologies bring a substantial change in teaching and learning. 
Moreover, education twenty years ago was based on reading paper book and lecturers, now, it is computers and websites. 
In the past students had to spend time in libraries looking through books for their projects or research. With the advantage of having internet students turns the time spending to the libraries into navigation on the internet in less time. 
In the past students taught by memorizing the information of subjects from schools while in nowadays curriculum expanded to make students work in groups to compare and discuss those subjects to increase their knowledge and work specifically on their communication skills. 
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Based on what was discussed do far, some recommendations can be made. 
Trends in education is changing often, so teachers remain the ones that need to prepare to teach and involve students to learn. 
An increased diversity would be needed, as among students are more differences and teaching must be more fulfilling and more challenging in certain aspects. 
Increased instructional technology, as students use computers more often for research, writing, keeping records or communication. The new way to learn is through internet, as textbooks cannot be accessible without internet technology. 
Greater accountability in education, as the students and teachers pay more attention to how to provide evidence for learning and goo teaching. This attention has expanded the importance of education to the population. The teachers do not need to be constraints on what they teach and what students learn because of the population attention. 
Increased professionalism of teachers. Teachers can assess their own quality of work and must take further steps to improve then when is necessary. 















6. [bookmark: _Toc89290978]Conclusion

Education is an important factor in people life, and it means is the process of teaching and learning to improve knowledge.
Nowadays the number of schools have increased considerable and the content of books as well. Student not only learn about science and mathematics, but they expand their knowledge through different areas of other subjects. 
The development of a country depends on how proper educated their population is.
Many people can choose the best educational institution that is considered the best for them to get education.
Therefore, there are still more tings to improve the system education, but people can do by being involved for the educational system to gets better.    
Traditional classroom is in a competition with the increase of virtual classroom since technology started to develop. 
Some students consider the traditional classroom is beneficial for learning because they can interact with their teacher and their colleagues. Thus, for people who learn better through groups activities and the possibility to ask questions and have an immediate answer could be beneficial. 
Moreover, the internet allows students to access virtually lots of information that are public from wherever there are. 
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