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Chapter 41 in the Daode Jing says, ‘Moving forward like retreating.” Normally it is suggested
that only by ‘moving forward’ could things move forward, but in Lao Zi’'s perspective, this kind
of way of thinking is against nature, which will bring people troubles and miseries.Thus, Lao Zi
goes against this inappropriate way to reach the really right way, which is what is said
‘retreating as moving forward’. Accordingly, the ‘retreating’ in ‘moving forward like retreating’
does not simply mean ‘retreating’, but rather ‘retreating is actually moving forward’.
Therefore, this kind of ‘retreating’ is done in a restoring way. It is going to restore human
beings to their originally natural state of mind with which they have been unfamiliar, so that
they can reach the real harmony in every aspect in this world.
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