Stonehenge: A Timeline

Attraction’s Development.
8500 to 7000BC: massive timber posts are earliest human constructions on the site
3500BC: long barrow burial mounds
3000BC: circle of earth banks and ditches
2500 to 2300BC: repeated rearrangement of sarsen stones from Salisbury plain, and smaller bluestones from the Preseli hills in Wales: huge outer circle of uprights and lintels gives the monument its world famous profile
1968: "temporary" visitor centre, with snack bar, lavatories and shop in pre-fab huts
1986: Stonehenge declared UNESCO World Heritage Site
1989: parliamentary public accounts committee damns the visitor facilities and interpretation at Stonehenge as "a national disgrace"
2007: Labour government scraps £540m road tunnel under Stonehenge on cost grounds; English Heritage scraps visitor centre.
2008: Lord Bruce-Lockhart, chair of English Heritage, says "it is inconceivable that the inadequacies of the site should be allowed to continue any longer"
June 2010: Coalition scraps £10m grant for the new visitor centre, Heritage Lottery Fund gives £10m
June 2013: A344 closed where it passes within yards of the stones
December 2013: £27m visitor centre, designed by Denton Corker Marshall, opens at Airman's Corner, 1.5 miles west of the stones

Timeline of Controversial Transport Plans Surrounding SH. 
1995 – Proposal for a Tunnel to address traffic concerns (congestion – relating to A303)
1999 – Plans for tunnel published.
1999 – Plans met with controversy / campaign = NT / UNESCO, Transport 2000
2002 – New transport link plans drawn up by Govt. 
2005 – New plans withdrawn by Govt due to cost (Cost had doubled to £470M)
2006 – Public Consultation and Govt (Review)
2007 – New plans cancelled due to increased costs (Cost had increased to £570M!) 
2007 – Conservation groups (EG: Stonehenge Alliance PLEASED!
2010,11,12 – New Plans again forwarded to create improved road network around the site due to further congestion. Plans to close A344, create new visitor centre for Stonehenge.
2013 – Plans backed by Govt for new ‘road’ proposals – road / tunnel to cut congestion.
2017 – Plans are approved by Govt - - NB: Met with MUCH objection again! Petitions drawn up, reports by campaign groups drafted, International support given – UNESCO…..
2018 – Plans go ahead  - - Cost now increased in £1.6bn!! Formal start planned for 2021.
2021 Feb -  Archaeological finds = Bronze Age / Neolithic Artefacts…..  such findings stall project!
2021 – Campaigners (conservationists) are granted a High Court Hearing to potentially halt transport developments….. CURRENT SITUATION.
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