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This essay covers domestic abuse and coercive control specifically within England and Wales. It has assessed what domestic abuse and coercive control are along with examples given, as well as showing multiple instances where it’s been used in case examples such as the case of Clare Wood, and what measures have been put in place to protect future victims which in this case was the introduction of Clare’s Law (Fitz-Gibbon, Kate. Walklate, Sandra. (2016). Alongside what has been implemented this essay will also discuss where the support for these victims fails and what could be done within the current system to improve this.
As mentioned what domestic abuse and coercive control is needs to be looked at as well as what differentiates the two. It is stated that a case can come under domestic abuse if the individuals involved are, firstly aged 16 or over and the victim and abuser are personally connected (Domestic Abuse Act (2021), thus anyone under 16 comes under the Children and Young Persons Act 1933 and will be treated in court as child abuse instead of domestic abuse (CPS (2023). Secondly, if the behaviour in question has to be ‘abusive’ (Domestic Abuse Act (2021). However, the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 defines behaviour as abusive only if consists of physical or sexual abuse, violent or threatening behaviour, controlling or coercive behaviour, economic and lastly psychological and emotional (Domestic Abuse Act (2021).
On the other hand, with coercive control, some question that there is a widespread inconsistency in the literature regarding coercive control and how it is defined and measured (Hamberger et al. (2017), this could be due to how many different types of coercive control there are and therefore making it hard to find one universal definition. One definition of coercive control refers to continuous patterns of behaviour that are intended to exert power or control over a survivor. These behaviours deprive survivors of their independence and can make them feel isolated or scared (Welsh Women’s Aid (2023). Just some of the examples given by the Crown Prosecution Service are as follows, isolating a person from their friends and family and monitoring their time, this can be done through the use of spyware on their phone or computer and communication tools. Coercive control is also seen when a perpetrator rewards their victim with compliments and sometimes presents so that the victim will tell the perpetrator every aspect of their everyday life, such as where they can go, whom they can see, what to wear, and when they can sleep (CPS (2019). These are just a few examples and could be seen as grooming but also operant condition, this is where an individual could be human, or an animal will anticipate future events based on experience with the consequences of one’s behaviour (Brembs (2003). For example, if the victim does something wrong, they know they’ll be punished.
The difference between domestic abuse and coercive control is that coercive control is said to not be a type of violence, and because the level of control predicts a range of negative outcomes therefore leads to misunderstanding and is associated with physical abuse (Stark, Evan. Hester, Marianne. (2018).
Some statistics gathered from the Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) estimated that 2.4 million adults aged 16 years and over experienced domestic abuse in the year ending March 2022. This works out to approximately 5 in 100 adults. They are based on six months of data collection from the face-to-face Crime Survey for England and Wales (Office of National Statistics, (2022). The issue with these statistics is that due to the nature of domestic abuse and coercive control is that a lot of individuals who are suffering in these relationships will fear reporting it or speaking out because of the repercussions they may face from their abuser. One of these repercussions is the risk of serious assault and death which is highest for a woman after she leaves an abusive relationship, from 2009 to 2018 38% of women were killed within the first month apart from their abusive partner and 89% in the first year apart (National Centre for domestic violence, (2023). 
This is not to say however that men cant experience domestic abuse and coercive control by their partner with 751,000 men aged 16 years and over experiencing domestic abuse in the last year (Office of Nation Statistics, (2023), the majority of domestic abuse is women but these statistics may not show the whole truth because there may be more stigma surrounding men in these relationships, due to gender stereotypes men perceived themselves as “weak” for “becoming a victim” and described how they felt society struggled to recognize them as victims (Hine et al. (2020).
An example of the repercussions involved is in the case of Matthew Aldridge, he caused his victim to live in fear as he attempted to control her life, limit contact with friends and family, and use physical and emotional violence and threats (South Yorkshire Police, (2023), which are all signs of coercive control. Alongside this, he also physically abused his partner and is said to have crashed the car while trying to strangle her, this shows how he would even put both of their lives in danger just to keep the control he has established in place and proving that he can do it at any point, therefore instilling a deeper fear in the victim. This fear is shown when after she reported him to the police, he forced her to change her statement in an attempt to get away with his crimes (South Yorkshire Police, (2023). Due to this fear instilled in lots of these relationships, lots of partners will not report their abuse and speak up, but staying in these relationships is also detrimental with it being estimated that 13.5% of all homicides worldwide are committed by intimate partners (Johnson et al. (2017). 
An example of this is the case of Clare Wood who was murdered by her ex-boyfriend George Appleton who had a history of violence against women in Salford 2009. In the months before her murder, she had repeatedly contacted the police claiming Appleton had caused criminal damage, harassed, threatened to kill, and sexually assaulted her (BBC, (2011). This has been a major issue in multiple abuse cases where the victim has tried to contact the police, but nothing has been done about it, which has unfortunately led to the death of many victims. However, in this case, George Appleton was arrested one week before Clare's murder took place, but unfortunately was released and took action against her by breaking into her house where he then strangled her and set her on fire (BBC, (2011). Showing a failing at the time from the police whom she repeatedly asked for help from.
This case led to The Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme being implemented otherwise known as Clare’s Law. The Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme was implemented to avoid situations like what happened to Clare and many other individuals doesn’t happen again or at the very minimum people are more informed about what they could be getting involved with. It achieves this by enabling the police to disclose information to a victim or potential victim of domestic abuse about their partner’s or ex-partner’s previous abusive or violent offending (Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme, (2023). 
[bookmark: _Hlk153302052]The Domestic Violence Disclosure Act was implemented in 2014 across England and Wales, it helps those who could be put in a dangerous situation through two key elements which are the “Right to ask” and “right to know” (Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme, (2023). Firstly the “right to ask” is where a third party such as family or friends can ask the police about a partner or ex-partner relating to whether they have any ties to abuse, and if the individual does have a record the police have the option to disclose this information to said third party. Secondly the “right to know” allows the police to decide on their initiative to disclose information to those whom it may concern if they receive information about a violent or abusive person that has entered an individual's life for the safety of those involved, this information can involve their past criminal acts or about an ongoing investigation (Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme, (2023). The Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme took effect only a year after its pilot because of the positive feedback it received across the 4 cities it was trailed in. Across the 14-month pilot 386 applicants asked for a disclosure regarding their partner 231 being “right to ask” and 155 “right to know”, overall, almost all recipients involved were either satisfied or happy with the disclosure scheme and said that it helped them make more informed choices about the relationship they were in (Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme, (2023).
Another piece of legislation that helps those suffering from domestic abuse comes under the Crime and Security Act 2010, which involves the Domestic Violence Protection Notice (DVPN), and the Domestic Violence Protection Order (DVPO) (Crime and Security Act, (2010). A DVPN when issued must state, why it has been issued along with that a constable may arrest the person of interest without a warrant if the constable thinks that the individual has broken any rules involved in the DVPN, and if the individual is in breach of this an application for a domestic violence protection order under section 27 will be heard within 48 hours of the time of service of the DVPN and a notice of the hearing will be given to the individual. A DVPN must be in writing and must be served to the individual personally by a constable. If an individual breaks these rules in place they can be arrested by section 25(1)(b) (Crime and Security Act, (2010).
Secondly is the DVPO, for this to be implemented the first condition is that the individual who has a DVPN has shown violent or worrying actions toward the associated person. The second condition is if the court thinks that when charging the individual with a DVPO it will protect said associated person from danger (Crime and Security Act, (2010), a DVPO can last from 14-28 days (Kent Police, (2023). If the individual has been charged with a DVPO and is in breach of this, they can be held in custody and brought before a magistrate’s court under section 28(9) within 24 hours of the arrest (Crime and Security Act, (2010). 
The issue with DVPNs and DVPO however is that they are a short-term method of separating an abuser from their victim and despite being available in England and Wales since 2014, there is relatively little research regarding their use and effectiveness (Blackburn, Kate. Graca, Sofia. (2020). If the abuser doesn’t have any evidence brought against them within the 48 hours to change a DVPN to a DVPO things could be worse for the victim. This will be seen more through coercive control than domestic abuse because with domestic abuse there will be more physical evidence such as bruising but with coercive control it is more about mental domination over the victim where sometimes it’s hard to find. This is also because some individuals don’t even realize they are involved in coercive control because of continuous patterns of behaviour that are intended to exert power or control over a survivor (Welsh Women's Aid, (2023). Some may see it as just the norm because it happens all the time and not question it, leading to the issue that when it finally is realised there may not be enough evidence collected against the abuser to keep him away.
[bookmark: _Hlk153298657]In conclusion, there is support in place for domestic abuse and coercive control however the legislation may need to be changed or updated toward coercive control to make it easier to identify and charge an individual in court. Another option can be given due to research showing that there is not much use and effectiveness to DVPN and DVPOs (Blackburn, Kate. Graca, Sofia. (2020), could be to change the maximum of 48 hours to take it to court so it can be changed to a DVPO which allows more protection for the victim with a minimum of 14 days (Kent Police, (2023). If the minimum time limit of a DVPN is changed to a week it allows the police to gather more evidence against the abuser for a more solid case, because as seen in the Clare Wood case those who are allowed to take revenge will. This alongside increasing the minimum days for a DVPO to 28 days could not only help the victim but the abuser as well with help from supportive units the abuser could be helped because it is stated by psychologists that it takes approximately 21 days to create a new habit and the individual may be able to move on from this obsession of control or abuse (National Centre for Domestic Violence (2023). Therefore, these statistics from 2009 to 2018 where 38% of women were killed within the first month apart from their abusive partner and 89% in the first year apart can change for the better (National Centre for Domestic Violence, (2023).
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