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This contribution will critically evaluate the impact on young people in society with consideration to factors such as globalisation and how youth work responds to this.
Youth and Policy (2014) report on how the developments involving globalisation are linked to poverty and human suffering. It states that young people are the most adversely affected and whilst there has been significant research in to this there appears to be little progress beyond its identification. 
In 2000, 14 years pre the Youth and Policy report mentioned above Miles, S had expressed his worries that young people do not have the support anymore leaving them more isolated. He commented that:
1. Young people’s experiences are diverse and distinguished often by variations such as gender, class, education and personal experiences;
2. He noted the media now play a role in how youths structure their lifestyle and form a basis of what they and society deem appropriate; 
3. He highlights that young people have often been neglected and deemed collectively as “trouble makers” for far too long and asks us to consider how it must feel for a young person with individual experiences to live in a contemporary society where this individuality is not recognized;  
4. He reports that for change to be effective and a common ground found the community as a whole has to become empirical to view youths as individuals. 
14 years after Miles, S reported on these concerns/ identified needs, the findings of research study carried out by Abromovitz and Zelmicks in 2010 was reported on in the Youth and Policy (2014). This identified that practitioners were faced with an increase in paper work and performance-related reporting. It also found that the restrictive neoliberal social policy regime hampered the services offered to young people where it focused on the basic needs rather than the higher emotional and/or psychological needs by pressure in a bid to honour government rules rather than the individual needs highlighted by Miles, S, as above. This research although again identifying some critical points did not appear to influence change at its point of publication in 2014 either, as in the Youth and Policy report it is documented that issues raised by youth workers in 2013 included the challenges they face in the context of the integration of social policy.  They were demoralised by financial cuts, a reduced capacity to voice opinion and they reported more administrative work was being asked of them, taking them away from time that should be spent with young people. Morale was clearly at a low point and clearly not improving on the situation raised in 2000, by Miles, S.  
Concerns have been highlighted for over a decade and when I am on placement it appears to still be clear that there are not enough services or workers to meet the needs of the youth’s highlighted in all of these reports. I am regularly involved in conversations regarding the failings of the services and asked to complete paperwork to highlight unmet needs rather than being able to adapt my time to meet that person’s need. We appear to be making very little progress beyond identifying the gaps of the services provided and it has to be considered as whether it be more appropriate to progress to task and finish groups whether this be on a local or national level with a clear implementation focus on starting to meet some of these identified needs.
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