
Photographers’ Lists  
& Manifestos



Lists and Manifestos

Over the years, many photographers have kept lists or written manifestos, whether for  
general reflection, self-improvement or as a statement of praxis. This can be a useful 
exercise, an ongoing self-examination: what am I doing; how can I improve; if Tesco are 
out of limes again, will lemons suffice? 
 
I have collated a few of them here, to discuss and then as the basis for a task.
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Tony Ray-Jones’s List Approach


Be more aggressive


Get more involved (talk to people)


Stay with the subject matter (be patient)


Eat breakfast (it’s the most important meal of the day)


Take simpler pictures


See if everything in the background relates to subject matter


Vary compositions and angles more


Be more aware of composition


Don’t take boring pictures


Get in closer (use 50mm lens)


Watch camera shake (shoot 250 sec or above)


Don’t shoot too much


Not all eye level


No middle distance
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Grant Scott



Anita Corbin 


(Learning from Raissa Page)



Martin Parr











Paul’s List



Paul D’s List


1. Don’t be a … (insert expletive of choice). This could say ‘be nice’, but that sounds too bland; ‘people skills’ in management speak. 


2. Find the light (if it won’t find you).


3. Wear good shoes (a favourite of David Hurn’s and many other photographers).


4. Inspiration: Look at books, exhibitions, websites, attend lectures by photographers, YouTube etc. Find artists to follow; learn your subject.


5. Learn to light - it separates us from the beasts.


6. When you don’t have a camera, photograph with your eyes (in reality, your mind).*


7. Skills are vital; if inspiration deserts us, skills remain - a reliable back-up. 


8. *Carry a small, high quality camera at all times (not just a phone).


9. Move! Are you sure you want to stand there? A bit to the left, a bit to the right; higher and lower; closer and further away - compose.


10. Make lists - write - to educate, inspire, problem solve, research, record, reflect etc. Learn yourself; learn your subject.



Task for Next Week

Write your own list or manifesto.


Stick to 10 points.

Write it for yourself - reflect on how you see yourself but also who you want to be, 

or…

It could be more general: 10 things that all photographers would 

benefit from abiding by. Maybe a bit of both.   

Bring in a document sporting your list.




