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This report will discuss the benefits of developing academic skills. It will explore the opportunities that are available to you when you have academic skills and qualifications, explain some benefits that come with academic skills and explain that the skills you grasp when you undertake a degree or academic course stay with you for a long time and can be used in almost every situation work related or not. 
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[bookmark: _Toc535591669]Introduction 
Some of the benefits associated with developing academic skills would be the ability to improve your ability to learn and to retain knowledge. Also you are able to complete your work to a higher, more professional standard and gives you more confidence within your work and ability. These academic skills not only come into play in the class room but can serve you through many aspects of life. By undertaking a degree you also develop vast amounts of knowledge and can expertise in a specific subject (Kent, 2017) 
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One key aspect for developing academic skills would be further your personal career prospects. Firstly, some jobs will not consider an application unless you have a degree or qualifications which are of an equivalent standard. Without qualifications or certificates it is hard to prove your skills to someone who doesn’t know you. This immediately should prompt people to want to better themselves to gain academic qualifications and skills as it gives them a lot more job opportunities and opens up many more doors, which intern allows you to develop further and to a higher level. (College for adult learning, 2014) If you go to a company with many academic skills and qualifications you will appear more appealing to them as you will be broadening the business knowledge.  
Gaining skills through academic qualifications also shows that you are prepared to work, are passionate about a specific subject and want to learn more to broaden your knowledge.  The skills you learn through academic qualifications not only help you through your time of studying but they set you up for life. For example studying at degree level allows you to develop skills such as time management, problem solving, report writing and effective communication (Kent, 2017). All these skills will come in handing within the work place as they are fundamental skills which you will widely reply upon. 
Having a degree often enables you to earn more money than those who do not have a degree “On average, if you're a woman you're likely to have higher lifetime earnings than women who don't go to the tune of about £250,000; £170,000 if you're a man." (BBC, 2017) Earning more money is always an appealing factor and does drive people to achieve as they want to be able to afford the finer things in life. 
However, on the flip side qualifications and skills are not everything and many people are very successful without them. Some famous people include David Beckham, will smith and Bill Gates. 

[bookmark: _Toc535591671]Conclusion 

From my research it is apparent that academic skills work in your favour and you will always rely on them as they will be used In almost every aspect of your life not just your career, even if your job doesn’t require a degree or any qualifications you will still be faced with the same problems. Employers will always value academic skills and qualifications even if they say you don’t need them. 
I conclude that it is completely personal and everyone is individual and views academic qualifications differently, and you can be perfectly successful without academic skills. 
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