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“The current political system gives the public minimal direct influence over the decisions that affect their lives.”

This essay will be debating the above statement on voting. It will be examining and analyzing various altering arguments for and against the above statement. This essay will scrutinize the role the UK Parliament and the Government plays in the UK political and voting system. Inspecting how Parliament and the Government work, the several types of elections there are. Reviewing the numerous ways society can vote in elections, how they can vote, who can vote, as well as arguing various pros and cons of the UK voting system. It will argue the many ways that show if the voting system is fit for purpose.
The UK political system is made up of Parliament and the government, with Parliament being the supreme powerhouse in the UK political system. The UK Constitution has Parliament Sovereignty. Parliament has legislative powers; they have numerous powers they use to uphold the law and political system. They include scrutinizing bills, in charge of law making (legislation). Debating, reviewing, and delegating primary and secondary legislation, (UK Parliament: Daily Business). Altering and changing existing laws, holding the executive (government) to account. They debate critical issues in parliamentary sessions, check budgets and taxes as well as government spending, (UK Parliament: The role of Parliament, 2024). Parliament is made up of three main parts; the House of Lords (the Upper Chamber), the House of Commons (the Lower Chamber), and the Monarchy. The House of Commons are elected in general elections every 5 years by the public, but the House of Lords are elected by hereditary peers (inherited). If an MP dies or retires, there will be an election held to find a new MP for the area, (UK Parliament: General elections).
The government is the executive branch. They are part of Parliament that is elected to power and run the country. They are formed by political parties or in alliance of the most held party. These political parties are the Conservatives, Labour, Liberal Democrats, and the Scottish National Party, (UK Government: The Role of the Government). The government's role is to run the country, propose new laws, uphold the law, and balance parliament through debates and parliamentary questions. The Prime Minister is the political executive. He is appointed by the King using their Royal prerogative. The Prime Minister represents the government in parliament and holds Cabinet meetings. 
As mentioned previously, the House of Commons are elected in general elections every 5 years by the public, (UK Parliament: How MPs are elected). MPs are elected by a First Past the Post system; the MP with the most votes wins and becomes an MP for the area they were elected for. There are 650 MPs sitting in Parliament, (UK Parliament: Voting Systems). People can vote in person, via post or delegate a third party to vote on their behalf. There are many ways in which the voting system could be improved. In the present it could be argued that the voting system is faultless and is working for all of society but there are many arguments that disagree with this. Before examining the pros and cons regarding the voting system, it is essential to know who is eligible to vote. Before voting, you need to be registered to vote. If you are not registered to vote by the government then you cannot vote by any means. A person must be 18 or over to vote in the UK or turn 18 on polling day. They need to be a resident in the UK or registered as an overseas voter if they are living abroad, (UK Government: How to vote Overview and How to vote from abroad). They must be a British, Irish or a Commonwealth citizen to vote in the UK.
An advantage of the UK voting system is its simplicity and efficiency. The Fast Past and Post system is easily understood. All a person must do is fill in an ‘X’ in a box next to their chosen MP candidate. It is noticeably clear and does not cause any confusion and allows members of society to approach their vote with confidence and ease. It being so simple, proves its efficiency as it is a quick process and there is no delay, and elected MPs are put into their post quite quickly.
However, it can be argued that it is difficult for people with disabilities to vote using the Fast Past and Post system as they feel ignored and unheard, 17% of people with learning disabilities have been turned away at the polling station due to their disability. 60% of people with learning disabilities have said that registering to vote was too hard for them. Additionally, 64% of people with learning disabilities have felt unable to vote in past elections, (Laura Griffiths, 17th June 2024). Many people with disabilities feel that they are forgotten by the voting system and MP candidates, they feel that if they are not heard and acknowledged then there is no reason to vote as it would be a waste of time. On the UK Parliament website it stated an estimate of 16 million people (about the population of New York) have disabilities in the UK, and they feel ignored. They are not talked about by MP candidates in improving their lives or plans in working towards a better future for their specific group. This did and can result in a lack of diversity and representation in votes. 
Furthermore, an advantage of the UK voting system is that the public can create a close and strong relationship with their MPs. MPs build a stable communication point in their candidacy with their constituency, they communicate the interests of their constituents to the government. It also means that if members of society are dissatisfied with their MP, they can vote to remove them and elect another. This is beneficial as if members of society feel their MP are not carrying out their duties and obligations in their interests, they can choose to replace them with a new MP.
A disadvantage of the UK voting system is the legal minimum age people must be to vote in elections and referendums. Most young members of society want the legal minimum age to vote lowered to 16 years of age. It can be argued that having the minimum legal voting age being 18 lacks representation and diversity for young people who are getting ready to enter society as adults and would want to have a say in their futures. It would boost the number of voters in the UK and have a fuller representation of society. In 2015, a bill passed in Scotland allowed 16- and 17-year-old to vote in local elections, (Office for National Statistics: Impact of lowering the UK voting age to 16, 14th July 2017). 
On the other hand, it can be argued that young people from 16 years of age are not fully mature enough to know about what voting entails and the responsibility that comes with their vote. They do not have enough world experience. They do not know much about the world yet. Young people are easily influenced by other people such as their friends, family, celebrities, or influencers. They could be taken advantage of and manipulated regarding who they should vote on to boost the voting poll by others. 
It can be argued that the current voting system is outdated and should be changed. This would impact not only the elections but also how the Parliament and government would operate. A new electoral reform would heavily impact the ongoing society. The question is what the reform should be and how successful would it be. If there should be a new voting system, it should be with the constituent's support and in their best interests. 
In conclusion, this essay examined many important points arguing whether the UK voting system is fit for purpose. This essay reviewed and analyzed the role of Parliament and the Government, the voting system necessities as well as the many arguments expressing the various points of the advantages and disadvantages of the UK voting system. It is evidenced there is still much work to be done in terms of inclusion and full representation of society in the voting system and a new electoral reform is needed to better represent the whole of society.
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