
Evaluation on uk political mass media and the uk politics system

Introduction  

The united kindoms politics are known for stability but with all things have its areas of strength and weakness, this is a report to assess 2 aspects in the uk’s political system which are the political parties and mass media. This will analyse the limitations and strengths by highlighting modern demands.









Mass media connection with political communication 

Political communication through mass media are important in any democracy creating a greater connection with the public and the government. With media is normally used to make sure people in power is held accountable and spreading information to all potential voters. Unfortunately due to developments in technology mass media is now under scrutiny.



Mass media strengths in UK politics 

1. Diverse media content
· There is content like BBC known as public service broadcasters (PSBs) which is enforced to stay impartial to make sure it is balanced towards reporting on politics according to (Collins 2001), especially during election periods. This is crucial for creating debate that are well informed and mitigated.
· By allowing diverse media from many different opinions allowing people to access information from different sources and different political opinions.
 
2. Journalism and accountability 
· Media has a massive effect on politics by effecting elections and keeping politicians accountable by using debates and interviews.
· Journalism has a history of exposing malfeasance and corruption for example 2009 parliaments scandal was expenses made by people in house of lords and house of commons which was exposed by journalist creating massive reform according to (The Telegraph, 2009).


3. Digital media innovation
· Medias rise has reduced the lines between politicians and the public creating connections that last for example donald trump has used social media to connect with his audience making a loyal following and other politicians do this like boris johnson with his twitter.
· The rise in digital content has created a new way of income which is selling data because of this there has been a level of concern about the fact that privacy and surveillance by exploiting peoples data for example with social media it shows you content that reinforced your political beliefs, this has effected 




Weaknesses 
1. Media's bias 
· News papers there are political biases towards certain papers for example the guardian is known to be more leftist while the sun paper is known to be more right wing.
· Social media takes politics to a extreme were there bias is not even hidden for example the 4b movement and the fact very right wing social media were telling people to go outside during covid.
· Owners control, with media it is down to the owners whim for example before elon musk bought twitter it was known as a democratic social media but know there is more of a voice for everyone like when elon musk lifted the ban off of donald trump according to (the bbc)	Comment by mod master: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-63692369
2. The downfall of journalism 
· Because journalism is a business it has lead to to a decrease in investigating reporting but an extreme rise in clickbait arrivals with no real substance (Barnett, 2011).
· The creation of unregulated platforms online caused a wave of misinformation forcing voters to try to figure out what source is credible and what is not (Newton & Norris, 2021).
3. Echo chambers
· the rise of social media has created algorithms allowing people to see more content about there political belief but this causes people to not hear the other side of the political landscape which is effecting the deliberative part of democracy (Dahlgren, 2009).

Strengths 
1. Outlining current issues
· when the media covers a issue and brings it to the attention of the public and has created incredible changes for example the “me too” movement has lead to the exposure of shady side of Hollywood, how social media outlines issues has created changes in areas like education and healthcare(Hindmoor & Taylor, 2015).
· The critical role that mass media play in enhancing political knowledge such as events, issues and even policies. The fact that there are impartial news outlets like the BBC who abide by the PSBs help people make up there own mind about politics and creating a trust worthy source of information helpful during big elections (Barnett, 2011).
2. Supporting democracy 
· within social media it connects everyone together allowing the voicing of opinions and bringing light to issues which creates a level of communication between the politicians and the public creating a level of trust in the government (Newton & Norris, 2021).
· Thanks to social media it gathers a wide spectrum of information from all platforms like newspapers and news channels that allow and encourage people to believe in what you want (Ofcom, 2021).





Ways to improve
1. Media programs 
· Teaching people to identify a source what is information and what is misinformation which can help people to navigate the internet so they can gather credible information for voting
2. Media's guidelines 
· By making media platform accountable for its content like misinformation and no underhanded political advertising which can help reduce some of the negatives in online communication.
3. Focusing on the public service broadcasting 
· The PSBs is a fundamental resource when It comes to gathering information because of it's impartial reporting methods but this needs to be protected and encouraged because it is crucial for spreading quality information.



Political parties in the UK

Political parties play a critical role shaping competition in politics while sharing interests such as how the green party pushes for things that help the environment and political parties has effected how governance is executed. Within the UK the system of the political parties has went through a savier changes. This part will explore labour and conservatives parties while pointing out their strengths and weaknesses.

Labour

Labour party was made as a voice for trade unions and the common working class where it seeks to reform working conditions and support the workers better, the main beliefs of labour is.

Wealth redistribution, collectivism and the idea people are naturally good 

Collectivism the belief that society is stronger together than individually also collective responsibility which is shared responsibility in a organization

Strengths

1. Improving policies  
· Labours focuses on workers rights and reducing the disparities in income which shows a consistency towards fairness furthermore the implement of minimum wages at higher rates and improved public healthcare according to (www labour.org.uk)

2. Helping workers
· Labour in recently been focusing on green policies and solving climate change according to (www.labour.org.uk)
· The labours party has a history of putting reforms such as implementing universal education and even NHS. This has helped many lives (Hindmoor & Taylor, 2015).
3. Supporting people who can't work 
· People who can not work like people with disease or other issues there are welfare programs allowing people to gain benefits to stay as a functioning member of society according to (Gov.uk, 2021)
Weaknesses:

1. Challenges in leadership
· There has been a divide in labour between left-wing and centralist these factions have disputes about leadership and policies. This is shown with Jeremy Corbyn in his tenure were he has pushed away voters (Pattie & Johnston, 2017).
2. Realistic policy 
· Unfortunately there is a routinely problem with the labour party having unrealistic economy plans and overly ambitious policy, for example in 2019 the labour party pledged to give free broadband to everyone in the united kingdom according to (BBC news) but this was argued it was poor use of money and very impractical.


Improvements in the party

1. Stable election system
· In labour there is a divide so in order to reduce polarization there should be smaller parties to represent what they want and encourage collaboration.
2. Growing local campaigns 
· Helping in small scale grassroot campaigns can and has helped the labour party gain more interested voters as well as gaining a higher voter base.
3. Realistic goals
· With in the labour party they try to make big changes that has massive effects on the public for example in the labour party election of 2019 in the united kingdom wanted to give everyone free broadband, by having quality 

Consertervative 

Beliefs of conservative is: individuality, business first like open market and believing haman nature is bad 

The conservative is the most influential party while being one of the most old parties being created in the 19th century and it focuses on individualism as well as businesses the rathers a individual responsibility and focuses on the free market creating a fast economy.

Strengths

1. Pragmatism 
· Conservative approach in governing is a pragmatic method changing to meet the needs in society according to (Heppell, T. 2013) for example Boris Johnson exception of popular policy to consolidate helping while in Brexit.
2. A focus in the economy
· The conservatives have been linked with economy stability furthermore it has created incredible changes the UK by privatisation and tax reforms (Hindmoor & Taylor, 2015).
3. Efficient organization 
· The structure of the conservative party allows them to gain votes from a diverse bases by utilising opportunities which has helped contribute to there successes in the electoral  (Ward & Wring, 2021).
	
Weaknesses:
1. There own division
· After Brexit it has shown the divide that exists in the conservatives with there own people who were pro and against Brexit because of this it has lead to the undermining of the conservative unity (Smith, 2020).
2. Focusing on individual responsibility
· Within conservatives they are business focused so they believe in self reliance and getting people to work which creates a divide in people who need to rely on people and people who can not work causing a lack of support (Moffitt, 2019).
Improvements 
1. Internal discussion 
· There has been a bit of damage towards conservatives after Brexit in order to heal this divide there should be a open discussion to reduce division.
2. Fixing public image 
· There is a savier look on conservative being horrible in order to combat these claims the party has to take a greater role in the public media and the education system.
Conclusion 
In the united kingdoms system of politics there strength comes from its resilient political parties and it's incredibly diverse political landscape but they face challenges in misinformation, creating divides and biased media. Supporting public service broadcast creating literacy media programs to help people figure out what is fake news and what is not. Addressing the issues within the democratic simelatisaly supporting the democratic ideals and modifying them for the current time.
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