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In today’s digital world, students have easy access to information, but they also 
face new challenges. The abundance of online resources and distractions can 
make it hard to stay focused and learn effectively. To do well, students need 
study strategies that work in this tech-heavy environment. This essay explores 
five helpful strategies: spaced repetition, active recall, self-testing, the Cornell 
Note-Taking Method, and reducing distractions. Each strategy is based on solid 
research, along with practical advice for using it effectively. 
 
1. Spaced Repetition 
 
Spaced repetition is a method where you review material at spaced intervals, 
instead of cramming all at once. This method is based on the concept of the 
“forgetting curve,” which shows how we lose information over time unless we 
actively review it (Ebbinghaus, 1885). Studies have shown that spaced repetition 
helps us retain information for the long haul because it reinforces memory 
connections each time we review (Kang, 2016). Apps like Anki can make this 
easier by scheduling review sessions at just the right times for optimal memory 
retention. 
 
However, spaced repetition does require some planning and consistency, which 
can be tricky for students who might not have much time. One way to make this 
easier is by setting a weekly routine. For example, a biology student could use an 
app like Anki to review lecture notes every week. By spacing out reviews, 
students are more likely to retain information over the entire semester rather 
than just for the next test. 
 
2. Active Recall 
 
Active recall is all about testing yourself instead of just reading over notes. 
Research shows that this method is much more effective than passive reading 
because it forces your brain to pull information out of memory, which 
strengthens it (Roediger & Butler, 2011). For example, if a history student is 
studying key events, they might close their notes and try to remember each event 
in detail, reinforcing the connections in their memory. 
 
While active recall is highly effective, it can be mentally tiring. To make it easier, 
students can break down topics and quiz themselves in small chunks. Using 
flashcards or apps like Quizlet can be a helpful way to engage in active recall 
without overwhelming yourself. Instead of just going through material, you’re 



actively participating in the learning process, which leads to better 
understanding and retention. 
 
3. Self-Testing 
 
Self-testing is similar to active recall, but it’s more structured, usually involving 
practice tests or quizzes. Studies show that self-testing improves exam 
performance because it not only strengthens memory but also helps students 
become familiar with the exam format (Dunlosky et al., 2013). It also helps with 
“metacognition,” or knowing what you know and don’t know, so students can 
focus on the areas they need to improve (Bjork et al., 2013). 
 
One potential downside is that self-testing can sometimes cause anxiety if 
students are too focused on scores. However, treating practice tests as a learning 
tool rather than a performance measure can help reduce stress. For example, a 
psychology student might do a weekly quiz, using any missed questions as a 
guide to what needs more review. This turns mistakes into learning 
opportunities, helping students improve over time. 
 
4. Cornell Note-Taking Method 
 
The Cornell Note-Taking Method structures notes into three sections: cues, notes, 
and summary. This format encourages students to actively process and review 
material, making it more likely to stick (Pauk, 2001). Research also shows that 
note-taking, in general, improves understanding and retention, especially when 
students are actively summarizing information (Mueller & Oppenheimer, 2014). 
In the digital age, students can use apps like Notion to make their Cornell notes 
even more interactive by adding multimedia and links. 
 
While the Cornell method can feel time-consuming at first, it quickly becomes a 
habit. For example, an economics student could jot down main ideas during class, 
add a few cues to prompt recall, and summarize the lecture afterward. This 
simple structure helps students review notes more effectively and remember key 
points later on. 
 
5. Digital Mindfulness and Reducing Distractions 
 
Today’s digital environment is full of distractions, from social media notifications 
to constant pings from messages. Research shows that these interruptions hurt 
focus and make it harder to learn (Ophir et al., 2009). Digital mindfulness 
involves being intentional about technology use, like turning off notifications 
during study sessions. Apps like Forest can help by blocking distracting sites and 
rewarding focused time with a virtual “tree” that grows the longer you stay off 
distractions. 
 



Digital mindfulness requires discipline, especially with the pull of social media. 
One way to make it manageable is by using the Pomodoro Technique, which 
involves studying in focused 25-minute blocks with 5-minute breaks. This 
technique aligns with research suggesting that mental breaks improve 
concentration (Kaplan, 1995). A student could study for 25 minutes, then take a 
break to stretch or check their phone, striking a balance between focus and rest. 
 
Conclusion 
 
In conclusion, effective study strategies for students in the digital age include 
spaced repetition, active recall, self-testing, the Cornell Note-Taking Method, and 
digital mindfulness. Each method is backed by research and can help students 
retain information, improve focus, and manage their workload. While each 
requires some effort to implement, the payoff in terms of academic success is 
well worth it. By using these strategies consistently, students can not only 
improve their grades but also develop habits that make studying less stressful 
and more productive. 
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Report on Time Management as an Essential Skill for Student 
Success in Higher Education 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Time management is one of the most important skills for students to succeed in 
higher education. With so many things to juggle—like classes, assignments, social 
activities, and often part-time jobs—it’s easy for students to feel overwhelmed. 
Good time management helps students stay organized, meet deadlines, and 
reduce stress. In this report, we’ll explore why time management matters, how it 
works, and how students can use it to improve their academic lives. This report 
also draws on research to show how effective time management can make a real 
difference. 
 
Key Concepts and Theories 
 
Time management is all about planning and organizing how to spend your time 
on specific tasks to get things done efficiently (Macan et al., 2017). Key elements 
include prioritizing tasks, setting goals, scheduling time for important activities, 
and avoiding procrastination. For students, effective time management means 
finding a way to balance studying, attending classes, and completing assignments 
while still having time for personal activities and rest. 
 
A popular model to help with time management is the Eisenhower Matrix. This 
model splits tasks into four categories: urgent and important, important but not 
urgent, urgent but not important, and neither urgent nor important (Covey, 
2020). This helps students identify which tasks they should focus on first. 
Another helpful tool is the Pomodoro Technique, where you work in short, 
focused intervals (usually 25 minutes), followed by a quick break (Cirillo, 2018). 
This approach can be especially helpful for students who struggle to stay focused 
for long periods. 
 
The Importance of Time Management for Students 
Research shows that time management is linked to better academic performance 
and lower stress levels. For example, AlKandari (2020) found that students who 
actively manage their time are more likely to do well in their classes and 
experience less anxiety. By breaking down tasks into manageable parts and 
planning out their day, students can avoid feeling overwhelmed and can focus 
better on what needs to be done. 
 
A study by Kaushar (2021) showed that students who use planners or scheduling 
apps tend to have better grades than those who don’t. These tools allow students 



to organize their assignments, set goals, and make sure they’re working towards 
deadlines. By having a clear plan, students feel more in control of their workload 
and are less likely to fall behind. 
 
How Effective Time Management Helps 
 
Good time management brings several benefits. First, it boosts productivity 
because students can break down big tasks into smaller, doable steps (Macan et 
al., 2017). This also helps students to avoid procrastination. Setting small, 
achievable goals provides motivation, making big assignments seem less 
daunting. For example, a student might divide a research paper into smaller 
steps: researching, outlining, drafting, and editing, making each step easier to 
tackle. 
 
Another benefit is stress reduction. A clear schedule gives students a sense of 
control over their time, which can ease anxiety and prevent last-minute panic 
(AlKandari, 2020). Students with good time management habits also tend to have 
better mental health because they know what’s coming and aren’t constantly 
playing catch-up. 
 
On the downside, sticking to a schedule can be challenging, especially with the 
constant pull of digital distractions like social media. Digital mindfulness—being 
mindful about how we use technology—can help. Tools like StayFocusd can block 
distracting websites, helping students keep their focus. But managing 
distractions requires discipline, which is why students should also work on their 
self-control alongside their time management skills. 
 
Real-World Applications and Practical Tips 
 
There are lots of ways students can improve their time management in daily life. 
For example, using a digital calendar like Google Calendar can help students 
visualize their schedule. Students can block out time for study sessions, exercise, 
and even social activities. By setting reminders for assignments or exams, 
students can make sure they’re staying on track and not missing any deadlines 
(Kaushar, 2021). 
 
Prioritizing tasks is also essential. Using the Eisenhower Matrix, students can 
focus on tasks that are both urgent and important, like studying for an upcoming 
test, and save less important tasks for later. The Pomodoro Technique is another 
simple but powerful tool for staying productive. For instance, a student studying 
for an exam could set a timer for 25 minutes of focused study, then take a five-
minute break. These short breaks help refresh the mind, making it easier to 
maintain focus over longer study sessions. 
 
 



 
Alternative Tools for Time Management 
 
In addition to basic planners and calendars, there are other tools that can help 
students stay organized. Trello, for example, is a project management tool that 
lets users organize tasks visually. This can be especially useful for group projects 
where students need to track different parts of a project (Huang & Shu, 2019). 
Trello’s visual layout makes it easy to see what’s done, what’s in progress, and 
what still needs attention, helping students stay on top of their work. 
 
Another helpful tool is habit-tracking apps, which help students build consistent 
time management habits. Habitica, for example, is an app that rewards students 
with points and badges when they complete tasks, turning time management into 
a game. This gamification approach can make it more fun and engaging to stick to 
a schedule, which is especially helpful for students who struggle with motivation. 
 
Conclusion 
 
In summary, time management is a valuable skill for students in higher 
education. It helps them stay organized, reduces stress, and improves their 
academic performance. While managing time well requires effort, students can 
make it easier by using tools like digital planners, the Eisenhower Matrix, and 
habit-tracking apps. These techniques, paired with self-discipline and focus, 
make it possible to keep up with the demands of higher education and enjoy a 
more balanced life. 
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Introduction  

This is my 5 minute video explaining how Microsoft word is used to 
enhance academic performance  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vSJD79nmuXomK2zhtYkQh1iiEcYn9x
Bx/view 
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