ECGE4001 - Portfolio of Study Skills 
Assessment Tasks 
Part 1 

In Iceland and other European countries, they think it is very important that children are playing outdoors in their life. Some people wrote about government papers which say that outdoors is good for children. In the curriculum guidelines, they put a lot of focus on outside learning environments as a place for making children think positive about the natural world. However according to (Norodahl and Johannesson 2013) it is also a place where you can do things like exercising and healthy living.

This emphasising on outdoors has happened for a long time, in Iceland children aged 1 to 6 play outside every day, and in schools for children aged 6 to 16, they only get to play outside with their friends when it is breaktime. We do not know much about what teachers do outside to help learning but I think it is probably going to be very different depending on what teachers and school you have. However, there are signs in Iceland that teachers are using outside more than they use to and in Reyjkavik the capital of Iceland 70% of schools say that they do outside education quite a bit (Oladottir, 2008).



Adapted from: 
Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406.  














Part 2a 

This essay will be about forest schools. A definition of forest school has been made by the Forest School Network it says that “it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adult’s regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment.” (Murray and O’Brien. 2006).  People are a bit worried that little children in school now do not get to go to woodlands and green places like there parents did because they are too worried that something will happen to them. Children can do a lot of activities indoors now at least that is what Murray and O’Brien believe. There is also research that tells us that if they do not go when they are young then they will not go when they are grown up either and will miss out on physical and emotional benefits of access to nature. (Aspinall et at. 2004). Because learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment and the welsh government are encouraging teachers to do forest school in their own schools, especially in foundation phase.
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Part 2b 

· If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism? Why is it important that students avoid this?   
It is important that students avoid plagiarism because it is theft. Taking someone else’s work is wrong because by taking someone else’s words and pretending they are yours you are not showing your skills but someone else’s.
 
· You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer.  
The answer is false because when you are writing a piece of work you use sources by rewriting what someone else has said. Because of this you must reference the sources you have used and have gotten your information from otherwise you could be accused of plagiarism.

· Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false.  
This statement is false because Wikipedia is not a reliable source. Wikipedia is not a reliable source because it is accessible to anyone and everyone can change the information. Because of this what you read on Wikipedia might not be true. 
 
· Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation.  
When looking at a quotation that you want to insert into your work first you must see if the quote is more than 30 words or 2 lines. If the quote is more than 30 words or 2 lines, then you have to write the quote as a separate paragraph. You also must indent the paragraph and then finish it with the in-text citation.
 
· Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study.  
To begin conducting research for an academic assignment first you must read the assignment guide to understand what your academic assignment is about and what questions you must answer. To begin researching you would either start in the library or by making a google search. For example, if the assignment is about critical thinking in education you would either go to the library to search critical thinking or by typing critical thinking in education into the search bar. 
Sources that are acceptable for academic research are the library, the guardian and other newspapers, websites ending in edu or gov and online journals such as science direct.


Part 3 
The article I will be critique is ‘But I don’t want to be a teacher: Work based learning in education studies’ by Catherine Simon of Bath Spa University. The article is about students that don’t want to be a teacher in mainstream school’s but are having to take courses in universities in the UK that have a mandatory word experience in the classroom to pass the course.

The article’s main point was to explore Undergraduate Education Studies students and their work experience and compare school-based placement and non-school placement. I think that the writer is trying to say is that both school based and non-school based helped build the identity of the students in different ways. The writer says that opportunities to try different placements in different age range and school settings were ‘valued’.

The introduction starts by discussing The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA) and what they think about teacher education in the UK. Then it goes on to the Methodology and what study was done to research the topic. The research that the writer discusses is where 10 undergraduates in their second year of university took a course with a compulsory placement of one day per week for eight to ten weeks. Five students were intending to become teachers and the other five students were looking at other professional education careers. The theoretical framework is next, and the writer discusses identity and how it links into education. The writer also explains ‘Work-based and experiential learning’ and ‘Work-based learning and knowledge production’. The writer goes on to discuss their findings on the two research questions in the methodology and explain ‘Navigating complex boundaries’ and ‘The role of the placement in personal professional and career choice development’. Lastly the writer discusses her conclusion and how all the research she has done comes together to prove her statements.

The article is very long however it is split into different parts that are the introduction, methodology, theoretical framework, understanding work-based learning, findings and conclusion. The different sections make the article easier to read as the sub-title’s tell the reader what each section is about. The writer has done a lot of research into the topic as show by the reference list and the number of statistics they have used in each section. The statistics the writer has used have been thoroughly explained and researched.

The writer uses formal writing which makes the article easy to read. The formal language is appropriate for an academic assignment and shows the writer’s knowledge of the topic. The writer uses objective language when explaining the research, she has discovered to backup her points. The writer uses subjective language in the conclusion to express her opinion on the topic and what she learned after doing research into the topic.

In the article the writer has set the article up so that there is a clear statement with well researched evidence and reasoning. The writer begins by discussing identity and some of the research that has been done by people like (Burke, 2007) and (Stets and Burke, 2005:1) who discuss identity theory and how it affects students and their relationships in the school-based environment. (Anderson and Mounts 2012) discusses the 3 different processes which is ‘Identity defence’, ‘Identity change’ and ‘Identity exploration’. The article goes on to explain work-based and experiential learning by looking at people like (Lester and Costley, 2010), (Nottingham, 2011) who discusses the WBL and (Brookfield, 1993) who identified two types of experiential learning, one that is done “by students who are given a chance to acquire and apply knowledge, skills and feelings in an immediate and reluctant setting” (Simon, 2017, p. 11) and learning that is gathered through participation in life events. The article also explains work-based learning and knowledge production while looking at people like (Raelin, 2011) who argued that practice can be an educational event, (Guile and Griffiths 2001) who discuss the New curriculum frameworks and (ibid:126). The article also discusses [Professional] Identity formation and some of the research by (Anderson and Mounts, 2012), (Faircloth, 2012:187) and (Bronfenbrenner, 1989) who discussed his ecological systems theory and later his socio-historical activity theory. The writer uses reliable sources to prove her claims and the evidence she uses is valid and very effective in supporting her points.

The two Methodology questions the writer was looking into was “How do students use the placement experience to navigate the complex boundaries between ‘University' and ‘Work' as sites of learning and professional identity formation" (Simon, 2017, p. 7) and “To what extent does the placement experience contribute to student personal, professional and career choice / development.” (Simon, 2017, p.8). The argument is consistent through out the article and the writer comes back to the argument at the end to conclude what she discovered about the two questions which was that both school-based and work-based experience was equally as important and the students used the placements in a lot of different ways.
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To conclude I believe that the article was very long however they did use different sections separated by sub-titles that made it easier to read. The writer did go off topic in the middle of the article by discussing ‘professional identity formation’ however she did come back to answer the original question at the end of the article. Overall, I believe that the article is an appropriate academic article and could be improved by making it shorter as well as staying on topic and to the point.
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