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	Scheme of Work / Lesson Plan
February 2026 Term 


	Session Overview
This session supports Level 6 students in applying digital tools to dissertation-level work. Students will explore how tools such as Excel can support data organisation and analysis within a Problem-Based Learning framework. The focus is on interpreting data critically and understanding that digital tools assist analysis but do not replace academic judgement.
	
Module:   L6 Essential Skills 


	Focus: Using digital tools to support dissertation and independent project analysis
	Timing and duration: 2 hours





	Time
	Activity
	Notes for lecturer

	                         
                                   5 mins
	
                 Welcome & session aims

	· Welcome students 
· Outline aims: 
– Explore digital tools useful for dissertations 
– Apply tools to a data problem 
– Strengthen analytical and interpretative skill

	
                       
                     10  mins
		



	
	



	Before we begin: Data & digital tools discussion






	· In pairs, discuss: 
– What digital tools have you used in previous assignments? 
– Have you analysed data before? 
– What do you find difficult about working with data? 
· Do not confirm answers yet

	10 mins


	Why digital tools matter at Level 6
		· 


· 
	· Link digital tools to dissertation expectations 
· Emphasise evidence-based argument 
·  Reinforce independent judgement 
· Clarify that tools support analysis but do not interpret findings


· 

	10 mins
	Activity 1: Framing the problem (PBL)
	· Present dataset scenario (survey data example)
· Ask: What does this data show? 
· What might the research question be? 
·  What additional data might be useful?

	5 mins
	Example of what messy data might look like

	· Show example of disorganised dataset (Slide 7)
·  Ask students:
– What problems would this create when analysing?
– Would Excel formulas (e.g. AVERAGE) work correctly?
– What would need cleaning before analysis?

	25 mins
	Activity 2: Using Excel to analyse the dataset
	· Provide dataset (uploaded on Moodle) 
· Students: 
– Organise/sort data 
– Calculate averages 
– Create one simple chart 
– Identify patterns or trends 
· Circulate and support

	15 mins
	Activity 3: Interpreting the results
	· In small groups, discuss: 
– What relationship (if any) can you see? 
– Does this suggest correlation? 
– What can’t this data tell us? 
– What are the limitations?

	15 mins
	Applying to your own dissertation
	· Students reflect individually: 
– What type of data will you collect? 
– What tool could support your analysis? 
– What challenges might arise? 
· Brief sharing

	15 mins
	Critical thinking: Tool vs interpretation
	· Reinforce: 
– Excel organises data 
– Charts visualise patterns 
– Interpretation remains the student’s responsibility
· Discuss risks of over-relying on tools

	5 mins
	Development Diary
	· Students record: 
– What they learned about Excel/data analysis 
– One challenge 
– One action for their dissertation 
· Invite 1–2 volunteers to share key reflections

	5 mins
	Key takeaways & close
	· Strong dissertations combine data and critical interpretation 
·  Digital tools increase efficiency but not academic insight 
· Ask for methodological support early 
·  Signpost academic and research support services
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