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	LCLM4001 Academic Skills - Assessment Task 2.

Application of academic skills tools exercise




	Name
	Student Number
	Date
	Lecturer’s Name
	Your score

	Laura Lunga (Sinokuthula)
	2520312
	23.02.26
	Dooshima
	To be filled by the marker
___/40


You will have 75 minutes to complete this assessment. It is divided into three sections: note-taking, paraphrasing and writing a paragraph. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. Take diagrammatic notes from the passage below using the space provided: 

It is difficult to know whether undergraduate study is right for you until you have experienced it first-hand. Many first-year students have second thoughts on their decision to go to university for a number of reasons. For example, you may have changed your mind about the career you would like to pursue, and the course you're enrolled on is no longer suitable. Another common reason is that you are struggling to cope with the workload or are not being challenged enough on the course; perhaps you do not respond well to the teaching and assessment methods or it is simply not what you expected. Thirdly, it might well be that the university you have chosen is too big or too small; you have stayed close to home and would like to move away or you moved further away and are feeling homesick. There might also be financial reasons. Maybe you cannot afford the tuition or accommodation fees, living costs are out of your budget or you're not comfortable with the idea of accumulating and dealing with student debt. Finally, let us not underestimate personal circumstances. You may have a disability or health issues that make university life difficult to cope with, you have a delicate family situation or you are finding it challenging to balance your studies with other commitments.
Adapted from: https://www.prospects.ac.uk/applying-for-university/changing-or-leaving-your-course 


Space for your notes (max 12 marks):


Homesickness is common when leaving home to live away
Not personally challenging enough 

A change of mind in career choice
Inability to cope with the workload





ENVIRONMENT
CAREER CHOICES
WORKLOAD

No longer find chosen course a suitable choice


Living, accommodation, tuition fees potentially add up to debt

CONS OF UNDERGRAD 
STUDY



PERSONAL LIFE

Could disrupt the health of your study to life balance
FINANCES




The idea of student debt allow space for stress

Disabilities/ health issues can affect how you adapt.


[bookmark: _Hlk141382113]
2. Paraphrase the following sentences (max 3 marks for each, max 12 marks in total):

a) It is difficult to know whether university study is right for you until you have experienced it first-hand.
Type Here: 
Experiencing university level studies first-hand enables you to know whether or not it is right for you.	
b) Developing good study habits is essential for academic success. 
Type Here:  
Academic success can be reached through the study habits in which a student develops throughout their course.

c) When you feel overwhelmed with your studies, consider adopting strategies to manage stress more effectively.   
Type Here: 
 Adopting stress management strategies could potentially ease the stress caused from your studies and workload.

d) Consistent reading practice can improve your writing skills.

Type Here:
  In attempt to improve your writing skills taking on the act of consistent reading practice can be beneficial.


3.A) Write 4 challenges of studying at a UK university. (8marks)

B) In a paragraph of 8 sentences, tell us from your experience how these challenges can be managed. (8marks)

(max 16 marks in total) 

	3. A
	In  full sentences, write the challenges here (as you type, the space will expand)

1. Money management is a common challenge in studying at university as you must be able to fund the necessary resources, living and travel costs whilst meeting healthy dietary requirements.

2. Depending on your chosen course it could be difficult to maintain a upkept social life without disrupting your studies.

3. Between out of hour studying, lectures and assignments students may find it hard to obtain an upkeep a job that allows them to widen their budget.

4. Being in a new city takes away the sense of familiarity in your hometown through direction knowledge and the friends and family surrounding you.

	3.B
	Write your paragraph here. Your paragraph must be written in full sentences (no bullet points) and in an academic style.

From my personal experience I have slowly managed to find a resolution to some of the main concerns that I believe UK university students battle with. The first being how I manage my money with the allocated student finance provided to me via the government. In doing so I have opted out of moving away from home and instead chosen to commute to university which has in turn saved me over 2k per academic term. This links into how I have enabled my budget to also widen whilst maintaining a healthy balance between my studies and work life, Continuing to live in my hometown has allowed me to remain in the working roles I obtained pre-studies with an agreement of flexible shifts so that I only work on the weekends, leaving the weekdays for  studies and possible extracurriculars. In addition to this my social life has remained the same as I can use my non-working or studying days to catch-up with friends or have personal time without overwhelming myself or procrastinating upcoming assignments. Turning over to my fourth point of the potential of familiarity being stripped away from university students I was able to choose a university very close to home which means a lot of my peers happen to be close bas they have made a similar choice in university location. Finally, in order to gain a sense of direction and adapt to the city where I have chosen to study I often choose to walk to my destination rather than faster modes of transport.
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