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Essay Title (work in progress)- Early English Feminism and its links with prostitution within the Victorian area. 

Topic? 
The focus of the topic is early on Victorian feminism and its relation to prostitution.
The study is one of social history and crime history which evaluates attitudes and values as they relate to women in Victorian society. In particular, I aim to look at working class women, poverty and prostitution and the way in which conventional values oppress and subjugate this group. 
Interest? 
I have a special interest in women’s history particularly the Victorians alongside the history of the working class. I have a particular interest in feminism and women rights through the early 19th century to modern day. I am currently interested in Victorian values and ideals and how these ideals interact with the early wave of feminism that was beginning to find its form in the mid 19th century. Victorian women's charitable movements were part the tradition of women organising together that saw its full expression in the Suffragette movement, during Queen Victorias’s reign.  
Liberal philosophy and religious morality were heavily embedded in the women’s charitable movements at this time and motivated the focus on prostitution as a social problem to be rectified. 


What do you want to archive? 
Aims and Objectives: 
· The central aim of this research is to investigate the development of early feminism and the impact of dominant vales and ideals as they relate to working-class women and prostitution in the 19th century. 
· To identify Victorian women's movements and associated ideology. 
· To assess the impact of such charitable movements on the lives of prostitutes in Victorian England. 

I want to be able to understand how Victorian values were both helpful and harmful for working class women in poverty and prostitution. 

Methods and tools? 
· The method throughout the research project is to engage with the historiography of early Victorian feminism. This method will allow me to engage with the current debate and theories that surrounds this topic. To engage with secondary sources and academic debates I will accessing Jstor alongside the UWTSD online Library. 

· I will be using online archives, such as the National Archives, to engage with primary sources from the time period. Although, I will be contacting other archives to access documents that has an association with one of the charitable movements, the National Vigilance Association, at the time.  
Outcome? 
Throughout this module there will be a 4000-word essay produced to outline my research and argument.  This will allow me to formulate an in depth argument within academia and engage with the historiography and contribute my own theories. 







Essay Plan: 
· Introduction: 500 words
· What was early English Victorian feminism? – give key example of organisations and people. 
· How does this link to Victorian Prostitution?
· Issues and contention
· Thesis 
· Roadmap- what will I be looking at and how? 

· Main body: 3000 words; 
· Research questions: 
· Victorian Ideals and Attitudes, what is it? Is there a link to Queen Victoria? 
· Does Victorian vales clash with early feminism in England?  
· How does the Victorian feminism engage with working-class women rights? Use the example of Prostitution and why was it a big concern? 
· What did life look like for a Victorian prostitute? 
· How did early feminism influence the attitude towards prostitutes? Criminalization and incarceration? 
· Victorian women Charitable movements outlook on working class women. The home ‘angel’ and the ‘fallen’. What did they attempt/ do for them? 
· Did it do more damage then good for working class women? 

· Key people involved, Gladstone, Josephine Butler, Millicent Fawcett, Ladies’ national association. personal rights association. Henrietta Muller,  Elizabeth Wolstenholme Elmy. Mrs Laura Chant. 

· Legislation - Contagious Diseases Acts 1864 and 1866, Criminal law amendment act 1885. metropolitan police act 1839 and town police causes act 1847. 

· Conclusion: 500 words 
· Review my argument and summarise my research. 
· Reiterate my thesis. 
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