.The change from special educational needs (SEN) to additional learning needs (ALN) has taken 8 years to complete. It has been changed to ensure that all learners in Wales with ALN are supported to overcome barriers in their learning and for them to achieve their full potential. To improve planning by placing the needs, views and wishes into the heart of their learning and to focus on identifying needs early and putting early interventions into place in a timely manner. It is hoped that all changes will come into fruition in September 2020. Under the new system planning will be flexible and the learners’ needs will be paramount throughout.
There are 11 aims to the new ALN legislation but for the purpose of this assignment the focus will be from SENCO to ALNCO, Changes to IDP’s and 0-25 age range

Changes to Special Educational Needs (SEN)/Additional Learning Needs (ALN) Legislation (Wales)






	SENCO to ALNCO

	0 – 25 years

	Action/Action Plus/Statements to 
Individual Development Plan (IDP’s)




The Act and new Framework it creates will replace the separate legislation and arrangements in Wales for SEN up to 16 years and the LDD (Learning Difficulties/Disabilities post 16 legislation. (Senedd 2018).
An IDP will move through the settings, with the child/young person, ensuring continuity throughout.


SENCO – ALNCO (2018)
In order to deliver a fully inclusive system for learners in Wales and subject to new legislation and the introduction of ALN (Additional learning needs) (Gov 2018), the role of the Special Educational Needs Co-Ordinator (SENCO) will be replaced with Additional Learning Needs Co-Ordinator (ALNCO) (Gov 2018). The role of the ALNCO will change.
However, with this change will be the added pressure on the ALNCO as they will have to decide if a child has ALN, preparing an IDP to suit their needs and ensuring it is maintained. Furthermore, it is suggested, that the role of ALNCO should form part of the senior leadership team (SLT) of the school. (Gov 2018)

                                                                                                                                                 Children with Special Educational Needs (SEN) currently have Early Years Action/Action Plus and Statements (SNAP Cymru 2018). These children and young people have Individual Educational Plans (IEP’s) (Gov 2018). Under the new legislation these statements will be replaced with an Individual Development Plan (IDP’s) (Gov 2018). The IDP will contain targets for the children to meet and the support the child will need in order to meet these targets (Gov 2018).
Under the new legislation and IDP will remain with the child/young person until they reach 25. (Snap Cymru 2018). This will result in a smoother transition from schools to further education for young people.
The ALNCO, local authority and education setting will be responsible for the IDP and to check whether it is working (Dauncey, 2016).
Parents and children will also have input into the IDP’s and will achieve a better relationship with teachers and other professionals involved. (DfES 2014). Parents and children will be part of all discussions made for the plan. (Gov 2015). 
Parents will also be able to appeal and decisions they feel are detrimental to their child (Snap Cymru 2018).



                                   

Conclusion
Find Out More Online @
 Welsh Government – www.gov.wales/ALN
 National Assembly for Wales –
www.assembly.wales
E-mail Additional learning needs transformation programme, Welsh Government SENreforms@gov.wales
The new legislation will benefit the child with ALN at a much higher standard that the outdated SEN reform. It allows the child/young person to have additional support from 0 – 25 with the new IDP’s. These will move with the child through transitioning and further education. It also simplifies multi-agency publication.
The new legislation also states that staff will require up to date and additional training that will help the child reach their full potential.

