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In Wales half a million people speak Welsh which is around nineteen percent of the population. Welsh is part of the identity of Wales and is used by thousands of people across Wales (Wales, 2018). The Welsh Government has constructed a National Action Plan for a bilingual Wales that believes that the Welsh language is an essential part of the national identity, history, culture and social fabric of our nation. The action plan is to ensure that the Welsh language is not lost for future generations and to promote a bilingual Wales (The Welsh Assembly Government, 2003).  
Multilingualism and bilingualism has many benefits to children’s learning and development, it has been known to increase cognitive and brain development (Barac and Bialystok, 2010). According to Baker (2006) there was a belief that bilingualism had a detrimental effect on thinking. It was thought that children who were bilingual in languages had higher intelligence than those who were not. Children who can speak more than one language are accustom to their brains switching between two different language systems promoting their thinking and cognitive skills. They are seen to be better at problem solving and more likely to be able to pick up a third language or more (Baker, 2006). According to Bialystok (2017) in the twentieth century Bilingualism and having a second language in early life was seen to have negative outcomes for children as it confused them and interfered the ability for them to develop normal cognitive functions. However, these opinions have been changed as recent research shows that children who are bilingual excel in learning and have more learning opportunities later in life (Encyclopaedia on Early Childhood Development, 2017). Bilingualism also has social and emotional benefits as children who speak more than one language can maintain strong relationships with family members who speak the same language and help to make new friends and form relationships (The Benefits to being Bilingual, No Date). Being able to communicate with people from different cultures has big social advantages and opens more doors for children and their futures (Bilingual kinds spot, 2018). Children who have a second language should be embraced as it is part of their culture and part of their identity (Baker, 2006). In society today, many people come from different backgrounds and cultures. The United Kingdom needs to have a multilingual population to succeed in a globalised world to maintain international relations. Having different language skills promotes having jobs, studying and travelling internationally. Multilingualism offers understanding into other ways of living and encourages positive social relations (British Academy, 2013). 
A divergent thinker is considered to be a person who is more creative, imaginative, open ended and free in thinking when it comes to answering questions. Instead of them thinking of one answer to the question divergent thinkers will provide a wide variety of answers. This links to bilingualism as children who speak two languages or more are seen to be more elaborative in their thinking. They know more words in different languages for an object or an idea, giving children a wider variety of associations. Cross cultural and international research has compared bilinguals and monolinguals in different measures of divergent thinking and research suggests that bilinguals are more superior to monolinguals on divergent thinking. Therefore, bilingualism promotes fluency and a capacity to have a wider scale of thinking (Baker, 2006). 
[bookmark: _Hlk509654325]Many children who have English as an additional language are within settings around England and Wales. It is a practitioner’s job to ensure that all children are included and valued within settings and that they can thrive and be listened to. Practitioners should approach children and their families with EAL as individuals and provide the children with specific support and intervention (Beckley, 2012). According to the Foundation Phase in Wales all settings should plan across the curriculum to ensure the knowledge, understanding and values that support ethnic and cultural identities of all children, that reflect perspectives to prepare them for life as global citizens. Children who speak neither English or Welsh should have specific action to help them learn both languages through the curriculum. Practitioners should provide children with materials that are appropriate to their language development and ability. Their home language should also be encouraged and embraced (Welsh Government, 2015). 
All children and their families are unique. It is important to develop effective practice for children with EAL. Practitioners should ensure that practise is inclusive and requires effective planning and examining of what the children can do. This is to ensure the children and families receive the appropriate services and have opportunities to participate and be heard resulting in them having a sense of belonging within the setting (Primary National Strategy, 2007). Children can be taught new languages effectively through the scaffolding theory of learning which was the idea of Jerome Bruner. Bruner believed that when children start to learn new ideas and concepts, they need support from practitioners and adults. Children will start by being very dependent on the adult for support but as they become more familiar with the surroundings and new languages the support will gradually fade (Teach Thought, 2017).  
In Wales a service supporting EAL children called Ethnic Minority Language and Achievement Service (EMLAS) works in partnership with schools to support pupils that are from ethnic and cultural backgrounds who speak English as an additional language. They support teachers and plan together to identify individual language needs of pupils and look at how to best support and develop their use of English (Inclusive Swansea, 2010).
The UNCRC Article 28 states that all children have a right to an education no matter what culture, race, gender, disability or whether they are a refugee. Article 2 also says that all settings should not discriminate any children or families who are of a different race, religion and abilities (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016). 
[bookmark: _Hlk509655870]The Curriculum Cymreig is part of the Foundation Phase framework which aims to develop the children’s understanding of Wales and the language through the curriculum and all areas of learning. It helps pupils to celebrate and understand the identity of the Welsh language and the history of Wales to give them a sense of belonging within the local community and country (The Welsh Assembly Government, 2003). The Welsh Government are trying to promote the Welsh language and are committed to developing the Welsh language in all settings across Wales. The Foundation Phase aims to promote and absorb Welsh through a holistic curriculum through structured play. This curriculum supports the use of the Welsh language and encourages practitioners and settings to use and communicate in Welsh to children so that they can hear it being spoken and have opportunities to answer and speak in Welsh. The Curriculum Cymreig supports the use of the Welsh language in settings and ensures that all children are included and supported to each individual ability (Welsh Government, 2015).   
In the recorded activity it follows the Foundation Phase Framework and the Curriculum Cymreig as the activity promotes children’s oracy of the Welsh language. The children are hearing Welsh being spoken to them and are given opportunities to answer and imitate the Welsh words being used. The activity was planned for the children to develop their skills in oracy and language through a practical structured play activity where the children could play a game in a small group. The activity allows the children to learn how to share and take turns, talk with friends in the group and learn what the different weathers are in Welsh. The activity is led by the adult which Vygotsky thought progresses children’s cognitive development because children learn through significant others. He saw that through interaction and action in learning it would excel a child’s development (Bruce, 2006). However, Chomsky’s theory was that children are born with the innate ability to learn any language. Therefore, children can naturally learn and pick up a new language without any influences from the environment or from intensive interaction (Chomsky's Theory of Language Development, 2018).  
[bookmark: _Hlk509662336]Within the activity it included the use of song and involved the children to join in and learn the Welsh words being used. The song is repetitive so that the children can easily learn the words. One of The Foundation Phase outcomes is to give children opportunities to communicate and join in with a range of play activities involving simple song and rhymes (Welsh Government, 2015). Fredrick Frobel was a theorist that thought that children develop through practical and play experiences and emphasised the use for song and rhymes (Featherstone and Bayley, 2001). Frobel included songs and rhymes into his education as he felt it developed children’s imaginations and creative expressions while children enjoy the pleasure of singing (Play and Playground Encyclopaedia, 2018). 
Throughout the activity praise was used to encourage the children and to ensure they feel confident to use the Welsh language. The Curriculum Cymreig states the importance of encouraging children to use the Welsh language and to give them learning opportunities to do this (Welsh Government, 2015). It is important that practitioners have positive attitudes towards Welsh and be good role models to have a positive influence on the children and to progress their Welsh learning. 
A scheme called ‘Cymraeg For Kids’ which is set up by the Welsh Government and partnered with Mudiad Meithrin is a project to encourage and support parents to speak Welsh to their children and promote the positives of bilingualism. It provides groups for parents to engage in activities that promote the Welsh language for them to use at home with their children from birth to school age. The Welsh Government want to encourage the use of the Welsh language being used at home and think that from children having frequent exposure to it, it assists with positive affects of the child later in life (The Welsh Government, 2017).   
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