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Summary Paper – Republic of Iraq – Jack James Morgan.
In this paper I will be analysing the simulation of a global energy crisis I took part in on December 20th, 2018 as the delegate from the Republic of Iraq. I will be discussing the strategic goals I set out for Iraq during the simulation and which of these I managed to achieve. I will also be analysing the goals I did not manage to achieve, and the reasons why I did not achieve them. I will also be discussing some of the unexpected difficulties that I encountered during the simulation with regards to negotiations with the other delegates at the summit.
The Republic of Iraq’s first goal was to secure its own energy supply, which I was able to achieve. One of my primary concerns as the delegate from Iraq was the theft and smuggling of Iraqi oil by terrorists in the north of Iraq as well as loss of control over the oil resources of sovereign producer nations allowing the world to be flooded with black-market oil; as such one of my main goals was to ensure international consensus on tackling this issue. Thankfully, as Iraq’s delegate I was able to achieve sanctions on black-market oil sold by opposition forces in Venezuela and terrorist forces in the Ghawar oil field and wider middle east via the introduction of my resolution on Venezuela, and by supporting a resolution introduced by the Chinese delegate regarding the situation in Saudi Arabia, both of which were passed unanimously.
The Republic of Iraq’s second goal was to successfully balance its relationship’s with both the People’s Republic of China and the United States. My aim was to increase economic ties with the former, without sacrificing Iraq’s military aid from the latter. I managed to achieve this aim by conducting private bilateral negotiations with the Chinese delegate regarding an oil-for-loan agreement between the Republic of Iraq and the People’s Republic of China. Our two nations respectively agreed to a loan of US$30 billion from China to Iraq for the following purposes:
· The construction of the US$18 billion pipeline from Basra to the Jordanian port of Aqaba on the Red Sea.
· The construction of the natural gas pipelines from Basra to the State of Kuwait.
· The repair of the Kirkuk-Ceyhan pipeline.
· The repair of the Al-Basrah and Khor al-Amayah oil terminals.
In return, myself and the Chinese delegate came to an agreement regarding the export of oil to China, with Iraq agreeing to sell oil to China at a set price of US$50 per barrel until the loan was repaid. Crucially however, the agreement did not specify a specific amount of barrels of oil that that Iraq was required to export to China annually, it did not specify any date by which the loan must be repaid and it did not include any price controls on the export of Iraqi natural gas to China, an area of rapid growth in demand. As such I believe this is a major success for Iraq and will also increase Iraq’s energy security by diversifying its energy export routes away from the south-eastern oil terminals.
Iraq’s third major goal was the stabilisation of the global oil price at a lower, yet historically speaking still relatively high, price of US$100 per barrel. As such myself and my fellow delegates from the other major producing countries present; fellow OPEC nations Iran and Nigeria, as well as non-OPEC Russia, privately agreed to an immediate increase in production to lower the global price of oil to US$150 per barrel to lessen the strain on the consumer nations and ward off the risk of a global recession that could adversely effect oil consumption rates. We further agreed that after 2 years the price would drop further and stabilise at US$100 per barrel. This agreement specified that a greater relative proportion of the production increase would come from Iran in return for its support for my resolution on Venezuela, thus allowing me to overcome one of the unforeseen challenges to my resolution; a reluctance on the part of Iran to be seen to interfere in Venezuela, even by merely supporting in principle the legitimate actions of the UN in South America.
Iraq’s fourth major goal was to avoid the eruption of sectarian ethnic violence in Iraq. Happily, this was successfully achieved after I stated it openly to other delegates, including to the Russian delegate, who offered Russian technical assistance with natural gas production. This was politely declined as Russia’s alignment with Shi’a forces in Iran and Syria would have added a further unpredictable variable for Iraq to have to consider.
There were unforeseen challenges, however. One of the goals that I failed to achieve was to create international consensus on the United States being assigned the role of eliminating the terrorists in the Ghawar oil field. This would have best ensured the security of Ghawar and the elimination of any connected terrorist cells that might threaten Iraq. Unfortunately, the best we were able to achieve was the passing of the Chinese resolution with it’s weakly worded call for support and assistance to Saudi Arabia rather than a specific placing of the onus on the United States. The first unexpected challenge was the non-interventionist approach of Russia and Nigeria with regards to my Venezuela resolution. The delegate from Nigeria was concerned with possible neo-colonialist exploitation and took somewhat of a pan-African approach to foreign and energy policy. This challenge was overcome however after assurances about the non-combat nature of UN peacekeepers and the addition of a clause that specified an annual review of peacekeeping operations and a full reassessment after 5 years.
A further challenge was the unexpected capture of Aden and the closure of the Bab el-Mandeb strait by Shi’a Houthi rebels, an Iranian proxy in Yemen. As such I convened negotiations over what course of action to take with the delegates from the United States, China and the European Union. Military action was considered, however we determined the cost would be too high and success unlikely, as such we collectively decided to incentivise Iran to pull the Houthi’s back by ending sanctions on oil immediately and natural gas after 2 years. This successfully resolved the crisis. The final challenge was the press announcement that President Maduro would consider UN intervention an act of war. It is my position however that it would be unwise for President Maduro overestimate his power and he ought to focus on bringing the war he is already fighting to a peaceful conclusion as any attack on UN peacekeepers may give the United States justification to unilaterally enact regime change.
In conclusion then, I feel that the BigOil-8 summit was productive and largely successful, for the global economy, but also for Iraq. It has deepened our economic ties with China and secured a favourable oil price for the next few years. It has also shown that, despite being a fledgling democracy, Iraq can cooperate with and utilize major players on the world stage, while acting as an effective intermediary between east and west, and producers and consumers.
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